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Of Frequenting the IT 


Chriſtian Sacrifice, [2 


And the NATURE of the _ T5 
i PREPARATION <4 viredy 4.3 
on 


Partly Collected from the Ancient 
LirugGres. 


| For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink|Þ- 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till bel | 
come. 1 Cor. xi. 26. + 
We have an Altar whereof they have no Right to 


eat which ſerve the Tabernacle. Heb, Xilt. IO, 
| The Sixth Edition. 
| To which is prefixed | | 
Inſtructions for Col RMAT ION. 
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The PREFACE. 


1 A AMONG the many worthy At- 
tempts that have been made 
0 retrieve the Piety and Devotion 
F the Primitive Times, the promo- 
ing frequent Communion has had 
po tuconſiderable Influence; and as 
hig ancient Practice recovers its 
true Perfection, we may reaſonably 
pee, that the wonderful Effects 
it will appear iu the Lives and 
onverlation of Chriſtians. » 

T he Duty i, ſelf ſeems at preſent 
uch better underſtood than it was 
ormertly, when many very unwary 
Diſcous, ſes upon the Subject rather 
ſcouraged than excited Men to the 
erformance of it. ThePreparation 
as look'd upon as fo difficult aud 
den ſom, and ſo great a Perfection 

Piety required in the Receivers, 
vat all ſincere Beginners in Religion 
ere mclin'd to think, that the ſacred 
ſtirution 20 related to them; 
2d the Men of Buſineſs, 7ho' other. 


A 2 Wiſe 
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wiſe very ſerious, were of the Opt- 4 
nion, that ſo much more Retirement 179 
was neceſſary than they could ſpare, 4 
that not being able to prepare them- & 
ſeFves according to ſuch Schemes, 
they altogether laid aſide the Duty, 
and reſerved the Holy Communion # 
for their Viaticum in their laſt" 
Hours; which, tho an admirable. 
Means to ſettle and ſecure the Par- 
don and Peace of ſuch penitent Souls 
as have frequented the Altar in the 
Time of their Health and Vigoun; 
wet, I am afraid, will but little 
avail thoſe who have wilfully neg 
lected it all along in Life. 
Now if C Erifiens did but ſeri 
ouſly conſider, that the beſt Prepa- 
ration for celebrating the holy My 
ſteries conſiſted in a conſtant Care t 
govern their Lives by the Precept 
of the Goſpel; and that it was ſuf 
ficient if they approached the Lord . 
Table with honeſt and devout Mind 
heartily and ſincerely reſolving. 1 
* amend their Lives, and truly * * 
in 


370 
2 /ay, if Mens Minds were poſſeſſed 
with thts right Notion of the Matter, 
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ling and deſirous to uſe all Means 
1 better ; it is impoſſible, I 


and that they really deſſeued to be 
true to their Chriſtian Profeſſions, 
but that they ſhould embrace all Op- 


"portunities of receiving the Holy Sa- 
crament, aud lament every reaſon- 
able Cauſe of their Abſenge, as agreat 


Alisfortune, becauſe it is the beſt 
Means to enable them. to diſcharge 


Arheir Duty. Aud indeed theReligion 


we live by, ts 5 Wwe muſt 
receive by; tho the Method many 
en take upon theſe Occaſions tempt 


Pune to believe that they think there ts 


a great Difference between them. 
For my Part, I could never dif? 
over any Duty, ſuppoſing oue iu- 
rutted in the Nature of this holy 
\ction, that a Man was obliged 


Fo, before receiving the Holy Com- 


union, that was not his Duty 


Pie Time or other, though he für- 


ore Communicating. For the holy, 


3 A 3 Sacra- 
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Sacrament does not ſo much oblige j,e2,. 
ro new Duties, as enable us to make 
good thoſe Obligations which the in 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity has alrea-\ 
dy laid upon upon us. 7 
T hey that are acquainted with Ec. 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, know very well 
that theEuchariſt iu the pureſt Ages ofAtl 
the Church, made a part of their dail\ B 
Publick Service; aud when the De vou, 
tion of Ch#iſtians began to decline Fr 
they yet always upon the Lord s- Da) 
celebrated the Chriſtian Service. Ouiſof 
{ſecond Service az the Altar ſeems deffo; 
fective without a conformable Pra 
ice to Antiquity iu this Point ; an 
the holy Exerciſes of theLord's-Da 
appear to want their due Perfettio 
without theſe Euchariſtical Devot. 
ons. To this Purpoſe our Church h 
encouraged a conſtant weekly Car 
munion, by permitting it to be cel 
Rubrick after rated wherethree or fo 
Commun. Perſons are ready and wif /; 
ling to communicate; as being affurÞai 
by our Saviour, that where two a 


thre 
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5 rhree are gathered together in his 
e Name, there he is h:m/elf in the 
he midſt of them. Aud if the 9 
4. Nliniſter ſhould. begin with ſuch a 
ſinall Number, it is likely they would 
\c{quickly zncreaſe, at leaſt it will de- 
11 monſtrate his own Leal to ſnew forth 
the Lord's Death, and may bring-a 
ih Bleſſing upon his Pariſh, as well as 
volupon the other Labours of his holy 
ue, Function. x 
4% In order to quicken the eſtabliſhing 
uf this primitive Devotion, I cannot 
 degforbear ſuggeſting an Obſervation 
rapnade by ſeveral of the ReverendCler- 
augy, who have been zealous in this 
DaflMatter, viz. That where Communi- 
Tioſons have been frequent, the Number 
bot hf the Communicants hath ſenſibl 


ꝗincreaſed: which, I think, ought to le 
Corpo ſinall Encouragement to have the 


cel Poly Myſteries celebrated in all Pariſn 
fo hurches every Lord's Day; becauſe 
IWF his ſhews a great Diſpoſition in the 
ſurLaity to be brought to a Senſeof their 
vo Mucy, and conſequently muſt animate 


chr: ' ba. 
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the Zeal of their Paſtors to give them}; 
fach frequent Opportunities of com- 
memorating the Death and Paſſion t 
of our bleſſed Saviour. ; 
To this holy End and Purpoſe Ih 
have endeavour'd by proper Argu 
ments to preſs the roy? of frequent 
Communion pon the Conſciences of 
Men; for all thoſe Moti ves that per pe 
ſuade us to communicate at all, oughthy 
to prevail upon us to do it often; ano 
it appears to me very plain, that u- 
2 eG fo oY otherwiſe lau 
ully hinder d, can juſtify going out off | 
1 when 263 22 Sacri 7 
fice is celebrated; nor is there ane 
Pretence or Excuſe ſufficiently valiſiv 
for a Man that ir in earneſt with 
Religion, to turn his Back upon tl 
Holy Table, when the heavenlpe, 
Banquet ir there prepared. h 
T have no Deſigu to puſh thoſe forbe | 
dard that have pitch'dtherr Tents Jha 
the Quarters of the Enemy; becanpnt 
being under the Power of evil Hlabi 
their receiving as well as their prafue 
as 0 "= 
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The PrEFACE. 
"ming, muft aggravate their Crimes, 
m- aud increaſe their Condemnation; 
on they cannot partake of the Table of 
he Lord, and live and blaſpheme as 
IF they partook of the Table of Devils. 
gu And 'tis in vain to perſuade ſuch 
en People to be converted, in order to 
r oftnake themſelves fit to receive often, 
'er-pecanſe this Motive will make little 
ghitr no Impreſſion upon thoſe that are 
aud deſtitute of Faith and the Love of 
t uh But I hope all ſuch honett 
42 Minds and candid Readers, who have 
ut off zuſt Concern for the Welfare of _ 
acrerr Souls, will conſider ſo ſeriouſly 
ane Weight of thoſe Anſwers that are 
1aliÞven to the moſt plauſible Objections 
wit gainſt frequent Communion, as t0 
form this Neglect if they have 
enlpen hitherto guilty: 
have moreover ſet in its true Light 
> folþe great Care our holy Mother, the 
ts urch of England, has taken to pre- 
can put the Prophanation of the-Lord's- 
abithpper; and did our own Members 
prafoern themſelves more exatty, ac. 
in A5 cor diug 
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cordiug to ſuch admirablè Rules, s, 
did thoſe who differ from us mort 
thoroughly weigh the Excellency of ti 
them, we ſhould hear no more of tho 
Objeftions they are wont to make\t/ 
againſt our Diſcipline in this Pont. 
I have particularly taken Care tz; 
ſhew that this Chriſtian Inſtitutionz5 
was ordained, not ouly to put us 35 | 
Mord of thoſe great Bleſſmgs Which *% 
or Saviour Purchaſed for us by Hi fe 
Death; for what Man that reflect. Mp. 
#P01 his Chr ijtianity, can cafuly for $7 
get them] but that it was alſo eftaYy/ 
vliſhed as a lacred Rite 20 ſupplicat 71 
God the Hal her & the Merits of ou 
Saviour's Paſſion, repreſenting tha 
him the Symbols of his Body ant; 
Blood, that thereby he may become 
favourableand propiticus tous. Thi. 
Senſe of it is agreeable to the Hol 
Scriptures, as they were under ſtool 
by thoſe who lived nigbeſt to th: 
| Times of the Apoſtles, and has bee 
evidently proved {0 by the Learned}; 
Judicious, aud Pious Ar. Mede. |/; 
I maj 
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% Imuſt freely confeſs, that the Sum 
and Subſtance of the following Trea- 
/ of tile was. printed in. a Catechetical 
0% Horm in the Chapter of the Vigils in 
ale the Companion for the Feſtivals and 
4. Faſts of the Church of England; but 
e 108:n great Deference to the concurring 
ion eee of ſome worthy Divines 
i aud Lay-Men of my Acquaiutance, it 
ie uod appears in another Dreſs, with 
his! ſome Englargements, moreeaſilytobe 
eciMpurchaſed 5 all Sorts of People. 
for, They were {a indulg 
ſtaſſſitiou which they 4 
aleſit might be ſerviceable to the Intereſt 
, Religion; an Argument, which 1 
7 Ham . 5 tg 63n; I was not able to 
ae, Jos Thope £ ſhall be afa/ays7ea- 
Yay to.ſifteni;the Shock of the ſeve- 
iet worldly Cenſure, when the Fro. 
10/Auidence of God offers ine 'a probable 
100Opportunity of doing the leaſt Good.” 
ty To make it more effettual to that 
veel End, I have added upon this Occa- 
nedg/on;the Devotional Part, which in 
ome Meaſure owes its Original to 


ay - A 6 the 
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ent tothe Compo- 
efired, as to think 
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the ancient Liturgies of the Chriſtia 
Church, which I have carefully per: 


u' d, and have tranſplanted many 


pious Thought and warm Expreſſion 
from e into this private 
Compoſure. 

Jam very ſenſible this Jubject hai 
exerciſed the Pens of many learne 
and deyout Per ſons, and tho I think 
weabqund too much with Diſcourſe. 


upon the Argument of Preparation, 


herein the Subſtance of Practical 
Divinity ig iutroduc d, as if it Was ou. 
. ty necefſary at ſuch Timer, yet I am 
of the Opiuiou we cannot exceed ik 
multiplying Books upon the Devotio- 
nal Part; the Tempers and Apprehen. 
fuons of Men being 0 different, thai 
. what does not affect one, may touch 
another; and fb that ſubſtantia 
Piety and Devotion are improving} 
too many Inſtruments cannot be im 
ployee in advancing them. | s 


. Rob. Nelſon. 
IN 


„ 


e 


1 
2 INSTRUCTIONS for them 


that come to be Confirmed, 


1 
mel 1 way of Queſtion and 
'r/e 

van HAT is Confirmation 8 2 
tical. A. A ſolemn Rite in- 
50114 ſtituted by the Apoſtles, 

4 wherein the Biho 25 by laying * of 
. Fo 1% ands, and by kervent Prayer, and 


authoritative Benediction, conveys to 
otioFuch Perſons, who in the Preſence of 
Hen. Pod, and the Congregation, ſincerely 
thattcenew their Baptiſmal Vow, a farther 
uc Megree of God's Grace and Holy Spirit. 
nia! . What is the End and Defign x 
vin 1g ation ? 

4 That baptized Chriſtians ſhould 
in , their own deliberate Choice take 
don themſelves. that Vow and Pro- 
iſe, which was made in their Names: 
their Godfathers and Godmothers, 
en they were admitted Members of 

Chriſt's 


ſon, 


IN 
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Ehriſt's Church; ſo that the confirm- 
d Perſon exprelly conſents to the bap- 
tiſmal Covenant. and before God and 


his Part of it. 

At what Age is Confirmation 10 
be adminiſtreds ; 
A. The Church of England hatli not 
determin'd any certain Age, but re- 
quires it to be done only to ſuch, as 
are come to a competent Age; 3 


implies, that none ſhould be admit- 


( 

l 

ted, till they -underſtand the Nature x 
of the Baptiſmal Vow, which they 

then rene w, and till they are capable _ x 
of making a prudent and firm Reſolu- 

tion of obſcrving it. ff 

N hat Cuſtom was there among tl 

the Jews, which ore, FY  Reſemblance 1b; 


wich Cur rmation f,, N 


he; Jews. cre won: to bring th 
Na IE fx ſen 80 Fee e1 
Jud. . Congregation at thitteenſth 

Years old, when they had hp 


e he Law, and the ExplicationÞh« 


thereof, and their daily Prayers. Where- ” 
upon they were declared Sons. of tþ&#h 
Precept, and henceforth they were tpn 
anſwer for their own Sins, for whictÞy 
betore 


Of Confirmation. 3 
before the Fathers, and not the Chil- 
! dren, had been reſponſible ; and the 
| Rite ended with Prayers and Praiſes. 
Q. What haththe Church of En gland 
4 declared concerning a? 
A. That it hath been a 
ſolemn, ancient and lau- Can. 1x. 
dable Cuſtom, continued 
from the Apoltles Time, that all Bi- 
| ſhops ſhould lay their Hands upon 
Children baptized, and inſtructed in 
the Catechilm of Chriſtian Religion, 
praying over them, and bleſſing them. 
Q. How doth it appear that this Rite 
\ was fed by the Apoſtles? 
de; A. We hare the Scripture it ſelf 

for the Evidence of the Fact; for when 
nong the Men of Samaria had 
ſance been converted and bap- AX. viii. 
tized, and had received * 
ing the Word of God, the Apoſtles St. Pes 
che er and St. John, were ſent to confirm 
teen ſthoſe new Converts, to lay their Hands, 
7 had] pon them, that they might receive 
ationfhe Holy Ghoſt. And the 
here- Ma at Epheſus, after Act. xix, * 6. 
of tþ&bey had bcen baptized 2 8 
re ten tlie Name of Jeſus, were  canfirmyd 
whictÞy St. Paul, who laid his Hands upon 
beford them, 


— — ¶ ⁰ 
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them, and then they received the Holy 


Ghoſt. And farther, the ſame Apo- 


ſtle mentions as Fundamentals, not on- 


plain to Calvin himſelf, 
In loc. that it was his Opinion, 
6 that this one Place ſbe us evi- 
dently that Confirmation was inſtituted 
Ly the Apoſtles. | 
QQ. How does it appear that Confir- 


he Apoſtles? 


Wants of Chriſtians in all Ages; who 
— 3 need of the Influences of 1575 

oly Spirit to the great ole of 
Sancifcation; and 125 as ach accor- 
dingly practiſed by them in all the ſuc- 
ceeding Ages of the Church, as appears 
by the Teſtimony of Fathers and Coun- 
cile, who in this Matter ſpeak as Wit- 


; s of a Catholick Cuſtom. 
QQ Give me ſome Teſtimonies of this 


A. Ter- 


ice? 


mation was not confined to the Age , 


A. Becauſe this ſolemn Rite is high- : 
ly uſeful and beneficial to the ſpiritual | 


| ly the Doctrine of Bap- 
Heb. vi. 2. tiſin, but the laying on of ' 
Hands, by which the an- 
cient Interpreters have always under- 7 
ſtood Confirmation; which appeared fo | 


7 fourſcore Years after St. 
is very careful in relating the Practice — 
ot the Primitive Church, 

tells us, That after Baptiſm De Bap. c. 8. 


I fouriſh;d about ſixt. 
| eullian, hath this 


Of Confirmation. 5 
A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about 


¶ ſucceeds laying on of Hands, 

2 by Prayer calling for, and inviting the 
Holy Spirit. And St. Cyprian, who 
Years after Ter- 
emark upon the 
. Hiſtory of the Samaritan Converts ; ; 
| The ſame Thing, ſays he, is | 
pracliſed among us, that they Epiſt. 73. 
who are baptized in the 


of | | Church, are preſ-nted to the'Gyvernours 
f it, the Biſho 8, "that by our Prayers 


and Inpoſßti ion 
tain the Holy G hoſt, 


ak, ſays he, where it is 


Hande, they may ob. 
and be per fetted 
with the Seal of Chrift: Which is by 
Confirmation to attain the higheſt Or- 
der of Chriſtians. St. Jerome ſpeaks 
full to the Point; . 


written, it is written in the e, 
ay of the Apoſtles ; but if there were 

duthority of Scripture for it, yet the 
Con ent of all the World in this Particu- 
tar, 15 inſtead of a Command. 


n. 


John, and who 


A 


.- 


— 


Effects were extraordinary Gifts, ſuch as 


6 Of Confirmation. 
Q. What are the Effects of Confir- 


mation ? q 
A. In the Primitive Church, theſe * 


were neceſſary then in the Infant State * 
of the Church; but upon the Settle- | f 
ment of it, the Holy Spirit guides it by 
ſecret and inviſible Communications, 6 t 
which thoſe receive who are qualified f. 


to partake of them in this regular and 1 
miniſterial Way; and they are thoſe or- b 
dinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which are S 
neceſlary for the performing the Con- d 
ditions of our Salvation, which we can- w 
not work out, without the Influences mn 
of God's Holy Spirit. + in 

2 Who is the proper Miniſter of i” 
Confirmation? la 

A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite 
was devolved by the Apoſtles to their 
Succeſlors, the Biſhops o* the Catholick 
Churct:; for tho' Philip cc 
Acts viii. the Deacon had Liberty ſtt 
. 05s both to preach and bap- m 
is tize, yet the Apoſtles onlyJot 
c. xviii „ had the Power to confirm, i pe 
16. aà4ãas is plain by the Hiſtoryſed 
of the Sama itan Converts an 
And therefore this Rite is appropriaFÞlit. 
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ted to the Biſhops, as being Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles in the Government of 

the Church, in all the Primitive Re- 

7 cords of Chriſtianity. 

Q. What Ceremony is ſed in Con- 

firmation? 

A. The Laying on of the Hand of 
the Biſhop upon the Head of the Per- 
ſon to be confirmed; a very ancient Ce- 
1d remony in giving of Bleſſings, practiſed 
r- by the Jews, and made uſe of by our 


re Saviour himſelf, and a- | 
n- dopted by the Apoſtles NE 12 
n- with Prayer for commu- Hb. 7; 
es nicating the Holy Spirit 
in Confirmation, and which gave Name 
of F to the whole Office, which is called The 
laying on of Hands. 
Q. What Qualifications are neceſſary 
or the Candidates of this holy Ordinance ? 
lick A. Thoſe who are brought to be 
lip) confirmed, ought to be thoroughly in- 
ty ſtructed in the Nature of their baptiſ- 
ap- mal Vow which they then renew, and 
nlyſof that Obligation they lie under to 
rm perform it. They ought to be acquaint- 
toryJed with the Mcaning of this holy Rite, 
erts and whoſe Office it is to adminiſter 
ria it. They ought to have a competent 
ted egree 


* 
” 
: 
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Degree of the Knowledge of thoſe 
Chriſtian Duties that relate to God, 

their Neighbour, and themſelves. And 
in order to theſe Ends, it is adviſeable, 
that they ſhould ſome Time before read 
over the Confirmation Office. 

Q. What particular Preparation is ne- 
ceſſary before Confirmation? 

A. The Perſons to be confirmed, 
ought to examine themſelves concern- 
ing thoſe Sins of Omiſſion or Com- 
miſſion they have been guilty of, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed; and to 
confeſs them to God, declaring their 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance for 
them, and earneſtly begging God's Par- 
don and Forgiveneſs; to which they 
muſt add ſerious Reſolutions of living 
anſwerable to their Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
And that their Prayers and holy Pur- 
poſes may be effectual, they may do 
well to join Faſting to them, that they 
may be the better diſpoſed to receive 
the Influences of God's Holy Spirit. 

Q. Since you mention the Neceſlity 
of making ſerious Reſolutions of ln 
anſwerable to the Chriſtian Profeſſion , 
when you receive Confirmation; pray 
what do you reſolve in Relation to thoſe 


Ene- 


, a5 a ad W 


VCC 


T 
F 
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Enemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
Devil, th? World, and the Fleſh ? 

A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 
to be always upon the Watch againſt 
thoſe various Ways, in which each of 
them is likely to endanger my Salva- 
tion; I reſolve to ule all fit and proper 
Means to ſecure my ſelf againſt thoſe 
Dangers; and particularly to fortif' 
thoſe weak Places of my Mind, whicl 
my Temper or Circumſtances of Life 
render molt expoſed to them. 

Q. What do you refolve in Relation to 
the Devil? Z 

A. 1 reſolve, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
never to give my Conſent to any of 
thoſe wicked Thoughts which he may 
throw into my Mind; nor to comply 
with any of thoſe Temptations where- 
by he ſollicites me to ſin; neither will 
I make ule of thoſe Ways of conſulting 
him, which ungodly Men have taken. 
And I particularly reſolve to avoid all 
Pride, Malice, and Envy, all Treache- 
ry, Lying, Revenge, and Cruelty, 
which are moſt properly the Works 
of the Devil? | 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to 
the World? 


A. 1 


» 
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| A. I reſolve by the Help of God, 
| not to do any Thing unlawtul in order 
| to procure Honour, Riches, or Plca- | 
ſure ; neither will I ſet my Affections 
| immoderately upon any lawfal Enjoy- 
| ment. I reſolve to contradict the evil 
| Maxims and Cuſtoms, to avoid the 
| bad Company of a vain and wicked 
] World; and to forego all worldly J 
| Comtorts and Poſſeſſions, all my natu- 
| ral Relations and my own Life, when- | : 
| ever they ſtand in Competition with 't 


my Duty. þ 
| . What do you reſolve in Relation to 2 
the Ficſh > 


| A. I relolve, by God's Help, to re- c 
reſiſt the unlawful Deſires of my own 
corrupt Nature; to ſuppreſs all laſci-J.; 
vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid JU 
all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, and ſit 
Ot 

O 

ec 

0 


— — — 5 


never to gratify my fleſhly Appetites, 
but with Temperance and Sobriety, 
and only in ſuch a Manner as is allo w- 
ed by the Law of God. And in or- 
der to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloathfo 
and Idleneſs, which are common In ti 


centives to our carnal Minds. | 811 
. What do you reſolve in Relation tof' <q 
your Faith? | | Db 


a | — 
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1, 4. I reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the Be- 
er lief of the Being of a God, which is 
evident from his making and preſer- 
ving all Things. I reſolve ſtedfaſtly to 


1S 

5 believe, that in this one glorious God- 
vin head, there are three Perſons, the Fa- 
he ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
ed that the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 
jly Trinity, God the Son, took upon him 
tu- Human Nature, was born of a Virgin, 


en- and died upon a Croſs as a Sacrifice for 
ith the Sins of the World; that he roſe 
again the third Day from the Dead, 
to aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth on the 
{Right-hand of God, and that he will 
re come again to judge the Quick and the 
yn Dead. That this Son of God, our Lord 
aſci-I Jeſus, planted a Church while he was 
void fupon Earth, and committed the Care of 
and lit to his Apoſtles, with a Power to 
tites, Jordain others to ſucceed them in their 
riety, Office. That the Holy Ghoſt beſtow- 
low-Kd miraculous Gifts upon the Apoſtles 
n or- to fit them to convert the World, and 
10arhÞ9 bring all Mankind into the Chri- 
m In tian Church, in which Forgiveneſs of 
ins, and eternal Life after the Reſur- 
tion tofection of the Body, are always to be 
obtained. 
1 Q. N 
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Q. Why do you reſolve to believe 
. | | 
A. Becauſe theſe and all other Points p 
of my Creed, are revealed in the holy _a 
Scriptures by God himſelf, who is inf. 1” 
nite Truth, and cannot lye, who is infi- | 
nite Love, and will not deceive me. 
Q. What do you reſolve in Relation 


to your Practice? 
A. I reſolve by the Help of Divine &* 
Grace, to obſerve all thoſe Precepts 4 
which relate to God, my Neighbour, ' 01 
and my ſelt. oy 
Q. What do you reſolve in Relation . | 


to God? F 
A. I reſolve to pay my Obedience 

* to himina due and devout Attendance 
| on Prayers both in publick and pri- 
| vate, and on the Holy Sacrament. I 
| reſolve to own his Bounty in all the 
| good Things I receive, and to ſubmit 
| atiently to his Wiſdom in all the Af- 
ficions I ſuffer. I reſolve to reverence 
his holy Name, never to uſe it light- 
ly, nor to prophane it by cuſtomary 
Swearing, much leſs by falſe and faith- 
leſs Oaths. TI reſolve to reverence his 
holy Word, conſtantly to reſort to his 
Worſhip, and to obſerve his Day pat- 

5 ticularly 
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particularly ſet apart for it, and toſhew 
a due Regard to all Things and Per- 
ons devoted to him, and commiſſioned 
by him. 
1 Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to 
your Neighbour ? 
A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 
to be juſt in all my Dealings, never to 
Heprive him of his Right by Fraud or 
orce; to be ſincere in my Expreſſions, 
and to be true to my Promiſes. I re- 
2 Jolve to relieve his Neceſſities according 
to my Ability, and to be candid in in- 


7 ferpreting his Words and Actions; ne- 

Fer to ſlander him by falſe Reports, or 
Fnneceſſarily to publiſh his Faults by 
ri Speaking. I reſolve to be meek 
nd patient under all Provocations, and 
I ſo be ready to forgive all Affronts and 
10 njuries; and to ſtudy to promote Peace 


g. Tong all Men. I reſolve to love, re- 
ference and obey my natural Parents, 
nd to perform the ſeveral Duties I owe 


o all my Governours in Church and 
2 tate. 


Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to 
us Four ſelf? 
A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 
o humble my ſelf under a juſt Scnſe 
Mn ap B OL 
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of my own Faults and Defects, not to 
be pufted up with a vain Conceit oc 


my felt, or with a Contempt of others. 


I reſolve to be chaſte in all my3Cl 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions; and to nit 
avoid every Thing that may in the 
leaſt have a Tendency to Uncleannelſs ; 
to be temperate in the Uſe of Meats, 
Drinks, and all other Enjoyments, and! 
to fly from all Temptations to Drunk- 
enneſs. I reſolve to deny my ſelf, tod 
keep my Body under by Faſting and Ab- 
ſtinence, and to mortify my Affection 
to the Things of this World; and to be 
ready to part with any of the Conve: 
niences of Lite rather than forſake thi 
Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs. Far 

Q. Fromwhence appears the Neccſliteir 
of being ſincere in theſe Reſolutions ? 4 

A. Becauſe God who knows ouFlar 
Hearts, will reject our pretended Dy, 
dication of our ſelves to his Servic at 
if we engage only out of Cuſtom, an T 
in Compliance with the Faſhion of thin 
World; and conſequently will witifo c 
hold his Grace from us, ſince we rciÞ e 
der our ſelves unworthy of the Inflqqnd 
ences of it, by never really defigningnd 
what we opculy profeſs. Q 


5 | Q. 2 
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to hat are the great Advantages of 
o:IContirmation ? 
rs. A. It is a new Engagement to * 
ny Chriſtian Life; and is a laſting Admo- 
toiition and Check not to diſhonour or 
heKdeſert my Chriſtian Profeſſion: It tends 
sto preſcrve the Unity of the Church, 
its py making Men ſenſible, that they are 
ndÞbliged to communicate with ſuch Ec- 
ak-Xlefiaſtical Superiors, who are endow- 
tod with all thoſe Powers that were left 
\b-Þy the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors. And 
onYr is morcover a Teſtimony of God's 
be Favrour and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
wveFetve it. 
thi Q. How is it a Teſtiminy of Gid's 
avour and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
ſſitheive it? 

A. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter de- 
ouFlares that God accepts their Proficien- 
Day, and advances them into the higheſt 
ic Rank of the Faithful, by giving them 
ar Title to approach the Holy Table. 
F thÞ.nd becauſe God vouchſafes thereby 
vitifo communicate ſupernatural Strength 
rciÞ encounter their ſpiritual Enemies, 
fla nd enables them to perform what they 
mninfndertake. 

- | Q. bat Care has the Church of 
Wh - B 2 Eng- 
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England ſhewn for the effeflual Admi- the 
niſtration of Confirmation? of 
A. Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our w. 
holy Mother, that both by her Rubricks no 
and Canons, ſhe trains us up by gradual ex 
ſteps for a worthy partaking of this 
holy Rite; for in our Baptiſm, ſhe re-Idi- 
quires Sureties that ſhall engage for us, an 
and give Security for our Chriſtian th. 
Education in the Communion of the 
Church; they being oblig'd not only e 
to ſee us :nſiruged in all ) 
Fxbort. at the neceſſary Points of Faith * 
End of Pub. . | 
Bapt. and Practice, but to take 
Care, that when we are of 
fir, we be brought to the Biſhop for 
Confirmation. | thi 
Q. What farther Care has the Church}: 
expreſsy'd in this Particular? 
4. The Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is par- 
ticularly enjoined to Ca 
an. x. lei. techixe, to Inſtrutt, and 
Examine the Vouth and 
the common People in the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, according to teen 
Church Catechiſm. And Pe 
Rub. after the the Church farther re. 
Care. quires, that none be pre 
ſented as — 
tne 


ar- 
Ca 
aud 
1 
0 
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rc 
re 
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he 
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they can give an Account and Reaſon 
of their Faith, of which the Miniſter, 


2 whopreſcnts them, is to be Judge; and 
none are even then to be confirmed, 
except the Biſhop approves of them: 


And to ſtrike a greater Awe in the Can- 

didates, they are ſolemnly charged to 

anſwer as in the Preſence of God, and 
Flu « | 

Q. Lis a Godfather Rub. at the Knud 


107 Godmother required Fi or ot Catech. 
e Perſon to be confir- 
med £ 


A. As a Voucher for the Sincerity 


of the Parties they {tand for, and to be a 


continual Monitor to them to perform 
their Vow, as well as a Witneſs of their 
making the ſame. 

Q. How hath the Church endeavoured 
to prevent any Neglect in thoſe that are 
wtrufted with the Adminiſtration of Con- 

ration ? 

A. She wills and ordains, that every 
Biſhop, or his Suffragan, in his uſual Tri- 
cnnial Viſitation, ſhould 
perform in his own Per- Can. 1x. 
ſon, this Rite and U- 
ſage; but if through any Infirmity he is 
hindred from making his Triennial Viſi- 

PR tation, 
. 


N 
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tation, he is charged not to omit it th 
following Year, as ſoon as convenient]; 
may be. 
Q. What is the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh obliged to, when the Biſhop givet/ 
Notice of a Confirmation ? 
A. The Miniſter of every Pariſh i; | 
obliged to bring or ſend in Writing 
with his Hand ſubſcribeqpt 
74ſt Rub. after thereunto, the Names oe, 
the Carech all ſuch Perſons within 
his Pariſh, as he ſha! 
think fit to be preſented to the B. hog 
to be confirmed. 
. Ouoht Confirmation to be receive 
more than once 
A. It is not to be repeated, becauſ 
this ſolemn Renewal of our baptiſm 
Vo is ſufficient by being once perfo 
med, and tor farther Supplies of Grac 
we have hereby a Title to receive tl: 
Holy Communion. 
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th; 
M Prayer before Confirmation, 


* to be uſed by thoſe that are 
f W preparing for it. 


h i N OST merciful God, by whoſe 
gracious Providence Iwas born 
bedÞt Chriſtian Parents, and early dedica- 
s ted to thee in holy Baptiſm; make 
thiSne thoroughly ſenſible, I beſeech thee, 
ſhaÞpt thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowing 
hoghpon me the bleſſed Privileges of being 
made a Member of thy Church, a Child 
iveÞpt God, and an Inheritor of the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

Grant, O Lord, that by the Aſſiſtance 
df thy Grace, I may carefully and zea- 
oully perform all thoſe Conditions, up- 
Pn which thou wert pleaſed to vouch- 
Fate to me ſuch ineſtimable Benefits: 
That I may conſtantly reſiſt the De- 
il, and all thoſe Temptations by 
hich he ſeeks to deſtroy me: Thar 
may renounce all covetous Deſires of 
onour, Riches, and Pleaſure, and all 
hoſe evil Cuſtoms and Maxims of the 
Vorld, which alienate Mens Minds 
om the Loye of God; that I may 
— 4 mor- 


ray: 
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mortify the inordinate Appetites of 


my own corrupt Nature, ot my own! 
carnal Mind; that I may believe all thy 
holy Revelations, and keep thy bleſſed 
Will and Commandments all the Days 


ot my Lite. 


And now, O Lord, that lun abon a 


to renew the ſolemn Vow of my Bap- 


tiſm, and publickly in thy Preſence to 


ratify all thoſe Things I then promiſed 


by my Surcties; I humbly beſcech thee: 
to enlighten my Mind with the Know- 
ledge and Underſtandifig of that ſolemn 
Engagement I then made, and am now) 
about to confirm; influence my Will, 
and all the Faculties of my Soul, hearti- 


ly and ſincerely to perform it. Let not 
the many and grievous Sins that I have 
committed, deprive me of thoſe Aſſi- 
ſtances of thy Holy Spirit, which I now 
expect to receive; but, on my true Re 
pentance, let the precious Blood of my 
Saviour, waſh away all my paſt Sins 
and grant that I may be enabled to mor 
tify and ſubdue them for the Time tc 
come. And foraſmuch as without thee 


I am not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy b 


Holy Spirit into my Heart, that by Bl. 


his holy Inſpiration I may think thoſe 


Thing pu 
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Things which are good, and by his 


. 4 merciful Guidance may perform the 
73 ſame, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 


1 whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I con- 


ins 
10r 


tinue to pray, ſaying, 


Our Father, &C. 


g4 Prayer after Confirmation, 


which may be ſaid white others 
are confirming, and may be add- 
ed to the Evening Prayer of 
the Party confirmed. 


Leſſed and praiſed be thy Holy 
Name, O Lord, for thoſe freſh 


Supplies of Grace which thou haſt been 


pleas'd to commnnicate to me. - 
Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe com- 
fortable Aſſurances thou haſt given me 
of thy Favour and Goodneſs towards 
me. Blefled be thy Name for that Pri- 
vilege thou haſt now beſtowed. upon 


tome of approaching thy holy Table, and 
hee fot ſtrengthening and refreſhing my Soul 


thy 
1 by 


ings 


by partaking there of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. 


Encreaſe in me, O Lord, more and 
more the Gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 
| B 5 I may 
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I may be wiſe for Eternity, and make 
it the chief Buſineſs of my Life tot. 
pleaſe thee in all my Actions; that I? + 
may love and fear thee above all Things ;$: : 
that I may be juſt and righteous in all} 
my Dealings, and ready to communi- 
cate to the Neceſſities of others; that 
I may keep a conſtant Watch over my 
ſelf, {o as not to exceed the Bounds of 
Temperance and Sobriety. 
Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt 
Nature may be daily renewed and pu- 
rihed by thy Holy Spirit, that no Dan- 
ger or Perſecution may aftright me 
from my Duty; that no Pleaſure may 
make me careleſs and negligent in the 
Performance of it; and that under Af 
flictions, moſt grievous to Fleſh and 
Blood, I may be entirely reſigned, andgl.: 
ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure .“ 
Let thy holy Spirit, O Lord, fo guid: 2 
and govern me thro the whole Courſe*> 
of my ſhort Life in this World, that 1 73 
I l- to obtain eternal Life in. 

the World to come, the t Chr: 
our Lord. Amen. —- of on 
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K GREAT DUTY 


Ot Frequenting the 


Ch iſlian Sacrifice. 


an- 


= T is no Wonder that Men, who 
— are not ſerious in the Buſineſs of 
8 Religion, and who frequent the 


| hurch only in Compliance with the 
"Faſhion of the World, and in Obe- 
andience to an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom, ſhould 
Heglect one of the greateſt Advan- 
c ages of the Chriſtian Life, I mean the 
t equent receiving the Holy Sacrament 
F Chriſfs Body and Blood: But that 
5770 hriſtians, . very devout and 
ot lawfully hinder'd, who have the 
eat , God before their Eyes, and 
Pho aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
11 icons, ſhould cver turn their Backs 
B 6 upon 
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upon his Holy Table, and when invite. 
to commemo ate the meritorious. Sac 


fice of the Death of Chriſt, ſhould re 
fuſe to give ſuch an eaſy Inſtance ©: 


a thankful Heart, is really Matter © 


Aſtoniſhment; becauſe they do there 


by neglect the moſt effectual Means © 
growing in Grace, and over-look thi 
beſt Method of attaining what thc: 
moſt {ſincerely purpoſe and deſire. 


I am apt indeed to think that this 
their bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from 
the Want ot a true Scnie of their Duty 
in this Particular. Their great Deſire td 
perform an acceptable Sacrifice to God 


fills their Minds with lively Apprehen 
ſions of the great Danger of being un 
worthy Communicants; ſo that the! 
do not give themſelves Leiſure to at 
tend to thoſe Confiderations that en 
force the Neceſſity of the Duty; an 


therefore do not ſuffer their Thought: 


to dwell upon the great Hazard the 


run, in neglecting to execute a pla:! 


Command of our bleſſed Saviour 
which is more dangerous te their Sal 


vation than performing it aſter aim 
perfect Manner. The Duty therefore 


being indiſpenſable, the juſt Conſe 


quence 


* 
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quence we ſhould draw from the Dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be 
the Neceſſity of exciting our ſelves to 
great Care and Diligence in preparing 
our ſelves for the due Diſcharge of it; 
but never to delude our ſclves by falſe 
Reaſons into ſuch a Negle& as will cer- 
tainly increaſe our Guilt, and add to 
our Puniſhment. 

As for thoſe who never partake of 
the Holy Communion during their 


| whole Lives, for fear leſt their Sins 


ſhould receive a treſh Aggravation by 


being committed after ſo ſolemn an 
Obligation to be Religious! it is plain 


they run into a very great Error. For 
one main reaſon why Sin becomes more 
heinous after repeated Obligations to 
the contrary, 1s, becaule it is committed 
with greater Deliberation, and againſt 
clearer Conviction : When — a 
Man, who believes Religion, and un- 
derſtands the Obligations it lays upon 
him, omits this Duty for no other rea- 
ſon, but chat he may ſin, as he thinks, 
with lets Danger, his Sins are then 
equally deliberate, and againſt equally 


J clear*Conviction; and he morcover 


adds to them a contemptuous * 
© 


3 
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of one of the beſt Means of becoming 
better. 


In order therefore to make this ſhort | 
Diſcourſe more uſeful upon ſo impor- 
tant a Subject, I ſhall reduce it to the 


following Method. 
Firſt, I ſhall inquire into thoſe Obli- 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to re- 


ceive the Holy Communion, and to frequent 


the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Prepara- 4 
tion is neceſſary to perform this Duty after 


an acceptable Manner. 


Thirdly, J ſhall endeavour to anſwer | 
ſome Objections againſt frequent Com- 


munion. 

Fourthly, T ſhall lay before you the 
great Advantages of frequent Communion. 

Fifthly, J ſhall ſhew the particular 
Care the Church of England has taken 
to prevent the Prophanation of the Lord's 
Supper. Bey; 
 Sixthly, I ſhall add ſome Directions 
at to the Manner of performing it, with 
| ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Oceafions. - 

Firſt, I ſhall enquire into thoſe Obli- 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians tg re- 
ceive the holy Communion, and to fre- 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice. » 
The 
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The firſt Argument for the Perfor- 


7 mance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
from the pofitive Cimmand of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our 
Religion. It is from this Anointed of 


the Lord, that we are denominated. 
Chriſtians, which implies a firm Belicf 
of thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 


7 vealed, and a ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of Mind 


to perform thoſe Precepts which he 


has commanded: We moreover ſo- 
lemnly promiſed in our Vow of Bap- 
tiſm, to govern all our Actions by the 
Kule of his holy Goſpel. Therefore 


to perſiſt in the Neglect of a plain Law 


of our Lord and Maſter, ſufficiently 
made known to us, is no Ways con- 
ſiſtent with our Engagement, nor with 
that Character we profeſs, of being his 
Diſciples. Befides, our Obedience in 
this Particular, pays a peculiar Regard 
to his Authority; for this Duty being 
a poſitive Injunction, receives all its 
Force from his Right to command. 
Now that our Saviour has made it the 
the Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
this "commemorative Sacrifice, is plain 
from the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, in 
the Cloſe of which our Saviour addy 

this 
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it was given by our beſt Friend, and 
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this poſitive Injunction, Do this in 
Remembrance of me: By 
which, as the holy Apo- 
ſtles were obliged to do to others as 
our Saviour had done to them, wiz. ton: 
bleſs, break, and give the Bread to all; 
that joined with them in theſe holy. 
Services; ſo were all Chriſtians here-M.. 
by engaged to receive from them % 
and their Succeſſors, theſe Symbols o 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. By this} 
Precept therefore the Communion ot F 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, as reprgſcnt- , 
ed by Bread and Wine in the Holy? 
Sacrament, is made the ſtanding Me- 
mortal of his Death and Sutferings in 
al! Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the End of 
the World. St. Paul, who received 
from the Lord himſelf what he taught 
concerning this 3 re- 

peats the ſame Command, 
9 Ji do in Remembrance Ti 
me. And if we conſider the Circum- 
{ſtances of this Command, it will {ti!! 
have a greater Influence upon us; for 


St. Luke 22. 19. 


greateſt Bene factor, when he was About 
to lay down his Life for our Sakes. ro 
They are as it were his dying Words 

to 
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to all his ſincere Diſciples and Fol- 
"Mowers ; and therefore ought to be re- 
Accived with the greateſt Reſpect and 
Deference imaginable. In Purſuance 
got this Precept, we find the firſt Chri- 
ians did not continue more ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, than they com- 
municated in Prayer and : 
Vreaking of yes k be- N 
ing well known, that the Publick 
Worſhip, the Hyaxis of the ancient 
hriſtians, conſiſted of theſe three 
Parts, Of hearing God's Word, of Pray- 
rs, and of commemorating of Chriſt in 
ly $1: Euchariſt. 
le- The ſecond Argument for the Per- 
ormance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
rom the Nature of the Duty it felt. 
t is a Piece of Worſhip appropriated 
> Wo the Chriſtian Religion, by which in 
x peculiar Manner we profeſs our ſelves 
ollowers of the Bleſſed Jeſus. The 
eathens and Mahometans ofter up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God, and by 


ti!/She Light of Nature apply themſelves 
The Lig pply themſelves 
i o infinite Power for the Relief of their 


Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 
o ininite Goodneſs, as the Source 
rom whence they receive all their 

| _ Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings. The Jews, by ſlaying offlhis 
Beaſts, and by burning Incenſe, invo-YFSa 
cated God, and praiſed and blefied Fof 
him for thoſe Mercies of which they Ino 
partook. But Chriſtians only ſet be- FD: 
tore God Bread and Wine in the Eu- on 
chariſt, as Figures or Images of the pre-MEn 
cious Blood of Chriſt ſhed for us, and of Ct 
his precious Body, as it is expreſſed inbu 
the Clementive Liturgy. And there-Flte 
fore we cannot be ſaid ſo properly tofipo 
worſhip as Chriſtians, as when we join Jot 
in thoſe ſacred Myſteries that Chriſt FT] 
has made peculiar to his own Religion: me 
And it cannot be imagined, that ton 
ſhou!d beat our own Diſpoſal, whether 
we would perform it or no, when it 
was ordained as the peculiar Service of 
Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh them from 
all other Worſhippers of the Deity ; 
ant as the principal Act whereby we 
partake of the Sacrifice of Chriſt made 
upon the Croſs, and without which 
our publick Service wants its due 
Perfection. Upon which Account the 
Primitive Chriſtians (at leaſt for a 
Time in ſome Places) on no Da held 
their publick Aſſemblies without chis 
Chriſtian Sacrifice. Juſtin Martyr. 5 
is 
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offhis Second Apology inſtances in this 
o-ASacred Ordinance, as. a conſtant Part 
ed of the Lord's Day Service, and there is 
no great Doubt, but that each Lord's- 
Day was that Status Dies, that Set- time 
on which Pliny tells the 
Emperor Trajan, the 2 
Chriſtians in Bythinia met together to 
nYbind themſelves with an Oath not to 
ſteal or rob, or withold what was de- 
Apolited with them, or commit any Sort 
fot Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 
Time of St. Bafil, who com- 
Amends a daily Communi- 1 
it. ſon, he ſhews us how near - 
heriſthe Practice in his Days came to it: 
| irFThe Chriſtians then not only communi= 
 offeated conſtantly four Times a Meek, but 
omen other Days when they celebrated the 
y Mlemory of any Martyr, And the Faith 
we, that joined in all other Parts of 
defthe Publick Worſhip never failed in 
ichEpartaking of the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
lue What Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
had of thoſe that turned their Backs 
upon this holy Ordinance, may be 
colleged tram one of thoſe (n X 
anons which are called 
Ipoſtolical ; whereby all the FO 
| at 


Lib. 10. Ep. 97. 
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that came to their publick AſſembliosYro 
and heard the Holy Scriptures, and | 
did not continue to partake of thqble 
Holy Sacrament, were liable to be ſeh 
parated from the Communion of ChriYÞ4n 
ſtians. # 

The ird Argument for the frequen 
Performance of this Chriſtian Duty ar! 
ſes from the great Benefits that are an 
nex d to the worthy Participation of thiy 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature of ou 
Circumſtances in this World, we ar 
ſurrounded with Variety of Temptaj 
tions, no Condition of Life being trcq 
from the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual En 
mies: So that it but too frequentY } 
ly happens, that we become a Pre 
to their Attempts, and are prevaile 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Nou 
when we are brought to a Senſe of o. 
Follies, and our Souls are pierced wit! 
an unfeigned Sorrow for having com 
mitted them; what ſurer Method hav! 
we to procure our Pardon from God v 
than by Hewing forth the Lord's Dea: lo 

by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion te 
the Father, that ſo he would fer hiftiy 
Sake, according to the Tenour of hifhl 
Covenant in him, be favourable avdee 


propi 
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105 ropitious to us miſerable Sinners? We 
ang! know, by fatal Experience, how un- 
thYble we are of our ſelves to do any 
hing that is good; but this heavenly 
hriſßanquet is the Food and Nouriſhment 
f our Souls; it gives new Life and 
igour to our pious Reſolutions, and 
onveys Power and Strength to per- 
'Þrm our Duty. We are convinced, 
thuhat the Satisfactions of this Life can 
OlYever complete our Happineſs : But 
His Holy Sacrament, inſpires a Hope 
be made equal to Angels; and no 
E's than the en of Heaven is 
ereby made our Inheritance. So that 
end Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
wn Intereſt, that neglects one of the 
eſt Inſtruments of advancing his ſpi- 
Stual Welfare; and what can the Con- 
ern of the whole World promiſe us, 
witYompared to the Advantage of ſuch 
omſtrracious Vouchſatements ? Neither is 
har probable, that a Man ſhould retain 
god very grateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupen- 
ea:'fous Bleffings purchaſed for us by the 
n tPeath of Chriſt, when he refuſes to 
© biBive ſuch an eaſy Inſtance of a thank- 
F hiſu Heart. If therefore we pay any 
anqegard to the poſitiye Command of 
Op! ä Our 
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our Saviour; if we are concerned tolkh 
proclaim to the World, that we ard it 
really the Diſciples of Jeſus; if wean 
are ſolicitous about growing in Grace, . 
and deſire above all Things the Im- 
provement of our Minds in all ChriSnz 
{tian Virtues, and breathe after a LitWaz 
without Sorrow, and without Sin; wet: 
muſt conſtantly attend this holy Ordi-Fir 
nance, from whence we may expect thehe: 
Pardon of our Sins, and all the otherteit 
Bencfits of Chriſt's Paſſion. His 
And when we are once convinced oiÞbe 

thoſe Obligations that enforce the Pra- 
ctice of this Duty, we muſt take careſche 
never to turn our Backs upon his ho 
ly Ordinance. The trueſt Meaſure o. 
our Duty in this Particular, is to bq 
taken from thoſe Opportunities whic\hl/ 

the good Providence of God aftords to 
us for this Purpoſe; there being non 
better Way of determining the Frequen u 
cy of our Obligation to receive, thanſþef 
this of God's giving us the Qpportu-Þm, 
nity. According to this Rule the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians practiſed x who ncY 
ver withdrew themſelves from rhe 
Lord's-Supper, when it made à part 
of the publick Worſhip. And it is inan 
theſl - 
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the Communion of the Sacrament, as 
Mit is in the Communion of Prayers, 
and other Parts of publick Worſhip, 
Svc are bound to join in them when 
Opportunities offer for the perform- 
riſing them, and we are not otherwiſe 
itYawfully hinder'd. Whocver therefore 
weſſſhall neglect to communicate, and re- 
di- tires from the holy Table when the 
theHeavenly Banquet is there prepared, 
1cteither does not thoroughly underſtand 

his Duty in this Particular, or muſt 
obe very defective in the Performance 
ra- pf it. For as the Exhortation before 
-aregthe Communion ſuggeſts to us: Who 
ould not think it a great Injury and 
Mong done to him, if be had prepared 
rich Feaſt, and decked his Table with 
kind of Proviſion, ſo that there Inck- 


s tod nothing but the Gueſts to fit down, 
noſſknd yet that they who were called, with- 


ut any Cauſe ſhould moſt unthankfully 
efuſe to come? And how can it be 
magined, that a Man has a true Love 
For his Saviour, or a grateful Senſe of 
his Sufferings, that ſhall refuſe to make 
thankful Remembrance of them, 
parwhen our. Saviour has commanded it, 
is infand the Providence of God offers him 
the - | the 
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the Opportunity? I ſhall conclude thisſhe 
Head with the Judgement of two emi hat 
nent Fathers, St. Chryſoſtom and St. An ie 
broſe, whereby we may gueſs at them 
Senſe of the Greek and the Latia$ n. 
Church, in relation to this Practice hd 
The firſt, St. Chi ſoſtom, delivers him m 
ſelf after this Manner; He who doeſben 
not allow himſelf in the Practice of anygþei 
kuown Sin, ought every Day to approa in 
the Holy Table; but it is not ſafe fot 
him, who has contratted a Habit of Sin. 
ning, and does not fincerely repent therc- 
of, to communicate even upon the greateſ 
Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his Op! 
nion, by way of Advice, in theſe Words 
concerning the Holy Sacrament ; R. 
cerve daily what will be of daily Ad 
vantage to you : So live, that you ma 
be fit to receive every Day ; for he that 
is not fit to receive every Day, is not jd 
to receive once a Par. IF 
irt 
Secondly, I ſhall few what 3 ve 
trow is neceſſary to perform this Dui pur 
after an acceptable Manne. T. 
When we ſpeak of Preparation forſf th 
the Holy Sacrament, we ſuppoſe tha > 
Candidates to have been a uti 
t 


» 
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e Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, 
1at they have taken upon themſelves 
he folemn Vow made at their Bap- 
fm, that they are inſtructed in what 
neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe 
1d practiſe, and that they have in 
-Þme meaſure performed thoſe Engage- 
zents which they ſolemnly ratified at 
their Confirmation. And therefore I 
Kink it very adviſcable, before any 
fochne makes his firſt Communion, that 
iu ſhould conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
reh, that he may be ſatisfied how far 
teſt has complied with thoſc Obligations 
pi has lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
d<SÞce, and may be farther examined as 
Req thoſeQualifications that make a Man 
Aa t Gueſt at the Lord's-Table. And 
naygen the requiſite Preparation will cons 
Fat in underſtanding what is the Nature 
fad End of that holy Action, and in 

e actual exerciſe of ſuch Chriſtian 
irtues, of which they are ſuppoſed to 
zue laid, a Foundation in the former 
Wt purſe of their Lives. | 
The aft part of Preparation conſiſts 


fol the informing our ſelves carefully in 
the Nature and End of this ſacred In- 
4 i Nin. Enquiring what is meant by 
the 
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who received what he taught in th 
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this holy Action, and to what pur 
poſe this blefled Sacrament was one 
dained. This neceſſary Knowlede) 
once attained, 1s a ſtanding Qualifica 
tion in all our future Communion 
and therefore we ought to take t. 
more Pains to ſettle right Notions 
our Minds concerning this matter, 1 NC 
cauſe they will be ſerviceable to us ul. 
all the remaining part of our Lirq ici 
In order to this purpoſe it will be n= 
ceſſary to read over the Hiſtory of i! „ 
Inſtitution of this Chi 
Mat.26.17-20. ſtian Sacrifice, as recor$cc 
Mar. 14. 12, 20. 
Lak 2 19. ed DY- the Evangelilif IF 
x Cor. 11.2 . and by St. Paul in Mit. 
Epiſtle to the Corinthia. 


matter by a divine Rerclation. St. M. 
thew's account of it is this, That as o 
Saviour and his Diſciples were catinloc 
the Paſlover, Jeſus took Bread, ae a 
bleſſed it, and brake it, aud gave it  C 
the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, er. 
is my Body. And he took the Cup, agavi 
gave Thanks, and gave it to them, fre- 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for ih is dg 
Blood of the New Teſtament, which Ning 
ſhed for many for the Remiſſron of Siggred 
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By: 1 ſay unto you, I will not drink 
nc forth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 
hat Day J drink it new with you 
i: my Father's Kingdom. And when 
Wy had ſung an Hymn, they went on 
tiW:to the Mount of Olives, St. Mark 
s Wakes the ſame Relation, and St. Luke 
bind St. Pau! concur in the ſame parti- 
5 FFulars, with the addition of this po- 
tive Injunction, Do this in Remem- 
naue of ine. From which places it 
trill appear, that when our Saviour Je- 
bis Chriſt celebrated the Jewiſh Sacri- 
orce of the Pailover with his Diſciples 
lit little before his Suftcrings, he ſub- 
- hituted the Sacrament of his Body and 
112FWl00d, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
tig the room of the Paſſover; and or- 
Aained it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 
Oer by, inſtead of the manifold and 
ati loody Sacrifices of the Law, and to 
age a mean of Supplication and Addreſs 
it ÞÞ God in the New Teſtament, as they 
„ere in the Old. To which end our 
aaviour firſt offers up the Creatures of 
read and Wine to God, as an acknow- 
is dgment of his Sovereignty, by ta- 
ing the Bread and Wine into his ſa- 
red Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 
C 3 and 
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and giving Thanks, and then by Bleſ- 


ſing the Elements, he makes them the us 
Symbols of his Body and Blood, andF. ; 
diſtributed them to his Diſciples, to] 
eat and drink them in Commemoration Þ a1 
of him. So that the Deſign of inſtitu- | p, 
ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- cl 
per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian Sa- P. 
crifice, wherein God myſtically enter- d- 
tains Man at his own Table, in token ce 
of Amity and Friendſhip with him; th 
which that he might do, the Bread] hi 
and the Wine are offered to God, to P 
acknowledge him Lord of the Crea-F by 
tures; and accordingly in the ancient 
Church they were laid on the holy 
Table by the Prieſt (as they are {till 
ordered to be done by the Rubrick in 
the Church of Exgland) and tendred to 
God by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, we offe; 
thy own out of what thou haſt bountt- 
fully given us; which by Confecratio! 
being made Symbols of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repreſent 
to God the Father the Paſſion: of his 
Son, to the end that he may for hi; 
Sake, according to the Tenonr of hi; 
Covenant in him, be favourable» and 
propitious to us, miſerable 1 | 

That 
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| That as Chriſt intercedes continually for 
us in Heaven, by preſenting his Death 
and Satisfaction to his Father; ſo the 
! Chrrch on Earth in like manner may 


approach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
preſenting Chriſt unto his Father in 
theſe holy M ſteries of his Death and 


Paſſlon. That what every Chriſtian 
docs mentally and vocally, when he re- 
commends his Prayers toGod the Father 
fthro' J-{us Chriſt, making mention or 
his Death and Satisfaction; that in the 
Public Service of the Church is done 
by this Rite, which our Saviour com- 
manded in Commemoration of him. 


The Zrcenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 
fering propheſied of by Malachi, 1. 11. 
whereby God's Name was to be great 
among the Gentiles, is applied by the 
primitiv? Fathers to this Chriſtian Sa- 
crifice or ſolemn Worſhip in the Eucha- 
riſt, taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
his Diſciples, to be obſerved by all that 
ſhould believe in his Name. The In- 
cenſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
Saints, repreſenting the Spiritual Part 
of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which is 
Prayer, Thankſgiving, and Comme- 


moration; the Mincha or Offering re- 


C 3 preſenting 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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reſenting the material part thereof Ab: 
which is a Preſent of Bread and Wine, 


which may very well be called a Pure ci 


Offering, not only in reſpect of Chriſt, 
whom it ſignifies and repreſents, whoÞ 
15 a Sacrifice without all Spot, Blemiſh, 
and Imperfection; but in reſpect of 
that Purity of Conſcience and FreedomP 
from Malice, with which it was to be 


ofter'd. For it is in that ſingular Pu-] of 


rity, that the Chriſtian Oblation differs 
from that of the Jews, who were not pro- 
hibited to offer Sacriſfices and other Gifts] 


tho' they were at enmity with one ano- Sh 


ther. And it is reaſonable to think thathy 
the Ground for introducing the Kiſs off 
Charity in the Apoſtolical Times, was, 
that Chriſtians might expreſs their mu 
tual Love and Freedom from Malice 
when they approached the Altar. 
The Ancicnts held the Qblation in 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſome 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. The) 
believed that our bleſſed Saviour or 
dained the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to God 
inſtead of the manifold and bloody Sa 


crifices of the Law. That the legal 


Sacrifices were Rites to invocate Go 
by, 
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of by, and for praiſing and , Sm. 5. 9. 
IC, Ibleffing him tor his Mer- Ch.r3.ver.12. 
;reÞ\cics, is evident from Scrip- Ezr. 6. 10. 
iſt. ture. Inſtead therefore 4-4 5. K. 
lof ſlaying of Beaſts, ang 9.7 
burning Incenſe, whereby they praiſed 
God, and called upon his Name under 
the Old Teſtament, our Saviour un- 
der the New appointed this Sacrament 
up of Bread and Wine, as a Rite where- 
ers by to give Thanks and make Suppli- 
o · cation to his Father in his Name. That 
ts as the legal Sacrifices were Types and 
10- Shadows of the great Sacrifice on the 
Croſs, and had a Relation to Chriſt that 
was to come, fo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 
of Bread and Wine looks back and has 
a Relation to Chriſt that was crucified. 
There was alſo among the Jews an 
ancient * Tradition, as has been ob- 
C4 ſerved 


* Theodorus Bibliander, lib. 2. de S. Trinitate. 
Erat apud veteres Hebræos dogma receptiſſimum, 
Olin adventu Meſſie Benedicti are eſſe emnia le- 
iſt Neale Sacrificia tantumg; celevrandum Sacrifici- 
od» Thoda: Gratiarum attionis, vox Hebræa 
Ga Landis & Conſeſſionis, & illud ſignificat Lau- 
beragendum pane & vino; ſicuti dem vel gratia- 
Melchiſedec Rex Salem & Sa- rum actionem. 
cerdos Dei Altiſſimi temporibus Abrahami pa- 
nem & vinum protulit. . The 
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ſerved by learned Men, That in i bi 
Time of te Meſſias all Sacrifices ſhoullf vil 
ceaſe but that of Bread and Wine. Ani x1, 
this Oblation of the Bread and Wine ig} be 
implicd in St. Paul's Parallel of tha co 
L ord's-Suppcr, and the Sacritices of thq A, 
1 Cor. 10. 21. Gentites, Vu cannot 7 lay St. 

he, 4. Partakers F the Ta {ar 
ble of the Lord, and the Table of Dei 4} 
wils, becauſe they imply contrary Cove- 'rig 
nants, incompatible one with the other By 
Now here it is manifeſt, that the Ta in 
of Devils is ſo called, becauſe it conſilt4 che 
ed of Meats offered to Devils, Where 


Pt byWlof 


The Truth of this farther appears, not only 
from the Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by the 
learned Bithop Hooper, but from the Bereſchi rh 
Rabba, that is, the larger Commentary of the, 
Jews upon Geneſis, where R. Phinehas is quo- P 
ted, upon the 28th of N»mbers, ſpeaking theſe ils 
Words, Tempore Meſſiæ omnia ſacrificia ceſſabunt N his 
ſed ſacrificium panis & wint non ceſſabit, ſicutiPꝰ 
dictum eft Gen. 14. Et Melchiſedec Rex Salem. d 
protulit panem & vinum. Et Melchiſedecum Rex 
Mefſias excipiet a ceſſatione ſacrifictorum ſicuti ha 
dicitur, Pſal. 110. Tu es Sacerdos in aternum ſe- Itia 
cundum ordinem Melchiſedec. 8 0 

Rabbi Johai alſo upon the ſame Chapter of,, 
Numbers, ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe; Tempore 10 
Meſſis omnia ſacrificia deſinent; [atrificium ver: T. 
panis & vini nunquam deſinet. Which he endea- o 
yours to confirm by ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
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by thoſe that cat thereof eat of the De- 
{ff ril's Proviſion; therefore the Table of 
nh the Lord is called his Table, not only 
© 134 becauſe he ordained it, but becauſe it 
nf conſiſted of Meats offered to him. The 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
1YSt. Paul, infinuates the c 
#Alame Thing; We have an 
De Altar, ſaith he, whereof they have no 
ve right to eat which ſerve the Tabernacle. 
By which it is plain, there was an Altar 
in the Chriſtian Church, beſides that in 
ill the Jewiſh Temple, and conſequently 
a Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual one 
got Prayer and Thankſgiving, but the 
material one of Bread and Wine, ſuf- 
ciently ſignified by the Word Eating. 
he firſt Chriſtian Writer after the 
"RA poſtles, St. Clement, in 2 
eſe us Epiſtle to the Corin- neem: 
mt hians, uſes the Phraſe, p14 Doe 
W/cring the Gifts for the 
\ dminiſtration of the Sacrament; and: 
That the ſueceeding Writers in the Chri- 
ian Church obſerved the ſame Stile, 
$ clearly proved by the learned and 
01 Bious Mr. Mede in his Chriſtian Sacri- 
ce. Hence we may obſerve, that the 
oly Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 
C5 the. 


13. 10. 
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the Earthly, which are the Elements C 
of Bread and Wine; and the Heave;- the 
ly, which is the Power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt deſcending upon Conſecra- 
tion, and ſanctifying the Bread and 
Wine, and invigorating them with the 
divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and dy 
Blood. For tho”, as Theodo;et ſpeaks, det 
The Symbols of our Lord's Body and BL 
Blood, ajter the Prayer of Con ſecration bY 
Dial. are changed, and become] 
other; yet they depart not 
From their own Nature, for they remain th 
in their former Eſſence, and Figure, and of 
Shape, and are viſible and ſenfible, ſuch 
as before they were, And the Prieſt th 
that officiated in the ancient Church II f 
not only rchearſed the Evangelical Hi- he 
ſtory of the Inſtitution of this holy Sa- 
crament, and pronounced theſe Words ſig 
of our Saviour, This is my Body, this is b) 
my Blood ; but he offer'd up a Prayer of © 
Conſecration to God, beſeeching him ſt 
That he would fend down his Holy Spirit th 


i pon the Bread and Wine preſented unto fo 


him on the Altar, and that he would jo G 
ſanctiſj them, that they might become I P. 
the Body and Bled of his Son Jeſus m 
Chriſt: Not with reſpe& to the groſs || h. 
Compages 
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Compages or Subſtance, but only as to 
the ſpiritual Energy and Virtue of his 
holy Fleſh and Blood, communicated 
to the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
and Opcration of the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcending upon them ; whereby the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt is verily and in- 
is deed taken by the Faithful in the Lord 
pi Supper. This Prayer is found in all the 
[ancient Liturgies; and ſome learned 
„Men have thought that 
St. Paul alluded to ſome- 
thing of this Nature, when he ſpeaks 
„ of the Offering of the Gentiles being 
made acceptable by the Sanctification of 
(the Holy Ghoſt, there being no leſs than 
-h | five Liturgical Words in that Text, as 
7; WW has been obſerved by learned Men. 

And as this Chriſtian Sacrifice was de- 
de ſigned to render God propitious to us, 
by repreſenting to him the Merits of 
of our Saviour's Sufferings; ſo it was in- 
mi ſtituted to be a ſtanding Monument of 
ie the infinite Love of our Saviour, in dying 
to | for us; and by eating and drinking at 
%GSod's Table, according to Chriſt's Ap- 
- pointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 


Rom. 15. 16. 


7; | mory of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings he 
ls has purchaſed for Us, and to commu- 


es C6 nicate 


1 
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nicate to all worthy Receivers the Be- 
nefit of his Sacrifice upon the Croſs; 
upon which account it is called 77 
Communion of his Body and Blood. And; 
it was morcover ordained to be a Baud 
of Union to knit Chriſtians together in| 


the ſame Fellowſhip and Communion, 


Thus the infinite Love of Chriſt ap- 
peared not only in giving himſelf to 
die for us, but in ſo far complying with 
the Weakneſs of our Nature, as to in- 
ſtitute and ordain holy Myſteries as}: 
' Pledges of his Love, and for a conti- 
nual Remembrance of his Death to our 


great and endleſs Comfort. 

And ſince we live in an Age that 
is inclinable to make all the inherent 
Powers in the Prieſthood, to be the Ef- 


fects of Prieftcraft ; and that others 


take upon them to ſign and feal Co- 
venants in God's Name, who have re- 
ceived no Commiſſion to that purpoſe; 
It will be fit for any Man that pre- 


pares himſelf for this holy Ordinance, 


to conſider who has the Power of ad- 
ani niſtring this Holy Sacrament; whe- 
ther Zay-men as well as Chergy-men 
that have received their Commiſſion 
by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. Is 

n- 


4 
7 ( 
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Be. Conſideration I am ſure will be ob 
great Comfort to the faithful Mem- 
7/217 bers of the Church of England, which. 
nd}; has preſerved: the ancient Apoſtolical 
aud Government, and the Primitive Or- 
in ders in a due Subordination, whereby 
on. they are ſecured of a right and truly 
pf! Canonical Miniſtry. 
to Now to ſatisfie our ſelves in theſe. 
tht; Enquiries we mult obſerve, that in the 
in- 1 firſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it. 
as was celebrated by our Lord and Ma- 
ti- | ſter Jeſus Chriſt; He bleſſed the Bread 
ur and Wine, and gave both to his Diſ- 
ciples; and he himſelf was, as the A- 
at poſtle calls him, the Hg Prieſt over | 
nt the Houſe of God. And indeed, the 4 
Deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
rs ſeems to be to ſhew us the difference 
0- | between the two Covenants, the Na- 
e- ture of the Levitical and Evangelical 
e; Prieſthood, what Neceſſity there was 
e Jof a change from the one to the other; 
e, that the Evangelical was after the 
Order of Melchiſedec; that our Savi- 
our was the High Prieſt of that Order, 
n and that this Honour he took not to 
n himſelf, but was called of God to it, 
s Jas well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 
— crament 
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crament being thus inſtituted, and the 
Elements being conſecrated by a Prieſt 
at the firſt Celebration of it; the Apo- 
ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Inſti- 
tution; being commanded to do the 
fame in remembrayce of him; they con- 
ſecrated the Elements, and gave them 
to the People, as he before did to them; 
and the ſame did the Biſhops, their Suc- 
ceſſors after them, and thoſe that they 
appointed. And this was ſo conſtant- 
ly and univerſally practiſed in theſe 
early times, that one Inſtance is not to 
be brought to the contrary. 

Beſides, the very Nature of a Sacra- 
ment requires commiſſioned Officers for 
the Adminiſtrations of it. For Sacra- 
ments being Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace, of that Covenant between God 
and Man, which our Saviour purchaſed 
ſor us, and confirmed with his Blood: 
Who can ſcal this Covenant, unleſs ſuch 
as are empowered by God to tranſact 
with us in his Name? On our part to 
ofter up our Prayers and Supplications 
to him; and on his, to bleſs us, to ab- 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repen- 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon of them, 
by admitting us to partake of theſe ho- 
ly Myſteries. To 
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To this End the Apoſtles were care- 


ful in providing good Men to ſucceed 
them in their Miniſtry; St. Paul was 
ecarneſt with Titus to ordain Elders in 
every City, and with Timothy, to lay 


Hude ſuddenly on n Man; and in his 
Ep iſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 


Ineely too, the Quali cations of thoſe 


that were to be admitted to Eccleſia- 


ſtical Orders. In the Church of Co- 
rinth there were Prophets and Teachers, 


Helpers and Governours, which were 


their Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 
Now what need was there of this Di- 
ſtinction, and of this great care and cau- 


tion in conferring Orders, if they had 
no particular Powers to exerciſe, and 
that every Lay- Man had an equal Right 
to diſpenſe them? Our Church in aſſert- 
ing the Supremacy of Sovereign Magi- 
ſtrates has declared, that 
the Miniſtring either of 
God's Word, or of the Sacraments, is not 
given to Princes becauſe they are not 
inveſted with, nor have a Sovereign 
Diſpoſal of the Power of Orders. 

But the Practice of the Chriſtian 
Church from the beginning of Chriſtia- 
bre ſufficiently contutes the Reaſon- 

ings 


Art. 37. 
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ings of Theiſts and Enthuſiaſts ;. and : 


Matter of Fact is too ſolid and ſubſtan- 


tial an Argument to be confuted by 
Art and Sophiſtry. St. Clement in his] 

Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
tells us, when the Apoſtles | 


Ox.Ed.p.4.89 
planted Churches, they made the firſt 


Fruits of thoſe they converted, Biſhops and] 
Deacons over thoſe that ſhonld after-P 


wards believe. And that as the Prieſts 


bave the proper Ser uices appointed them, 
p. 8 appertaining to their Mi- 

880 niſtries; ſo the Layman i- 
confined within the Bounds of what is com- 
manded to Lay-men, And in another | 


Place he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, All thoſe 


Duties which the Lord hath command:d | 


us to do, we ought to do them 


Cap. 40. regularly and orderly; our 


Oblations and divine Services to celebrate | 


them on ſet and appointed Times. For ſo 
hath he ordained, not that we ſhould do 
them at hap-hazard, and without order, but 
at certain determinate Days and Times; 
where alſo, and by whom he will-have 


them executed, himſelf hath defined ac- 


cording to his ſupreme Will. St. Ana- 

tius, who was Diſciple to St. John, and 

Biſhop of Antioch, in his Epiltle to the 
| - 


SM) THAARS, 


7 
} 


nd 
an- 
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© Smyrnzanus, p. 6. is more expreſs to 
this purpoſe; Let no Man do any thing, 
ſays he, of what belongs to the Church 
without the Biſhop: Let that Euchariſt 
be iſtcemed firm and wald, which is 
either adminiſtred by the Biſhop, or by him 
whom he anthorizes: Whereſ.ever the Bi- 
hop ſball appear, there the People ought 
to be, as where Jeſus Chr ſt is, there is 
the Catholi.k Church. It is not lawful 
without the Bi h p, ei ber to baptize or to 
celebrate the Holy Communiun; fir whats 
ſoever he ſha!l approve, that will be ac- 


' eeptable to God, to the end that what- 
ever is done may be regular and of 
Force. And Tertullian teſtifies of the 
Y Chriſtians of his Time, Ne Cor. Mil. 
That as they did receive cap. 3. Nec de 
the Sacrament of the Eu- aliorum ma- 
chariſt in their Meetings nuduambræ- 
before Day, ſo it was only ſidentium. 
from the Hands of their Biſhops. 
I would only defire thoſe, who are too 
apt to attack the Chriſtian Prieſts, as the 
rebellious Princes did Moſes and Aaron, 


by infinuating, that they rake too much 1} 
upon them; and by demanding, uber, | 


fore they lift up themſelves 


| Numb. 16.386 
above the Congregation of 088 2 
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the Lord; to be mindful of their Puniſh- 
ment, and to conſider how ſeverely 
God revenged their Inſolence, in cau- WI 
ſing the Earth to open her Mouth, and i 
to ſwallow up them and all their Ad- 
herents. | 
The Second part of Preparation con- 
fiſts in thoſe piozs Diſpaſitions of Mind, 
which quality us to receive this Sacra- ¶ cos 
ment after a worthy manner, and make] fic! 
us fit Gueſts at the Lord's-Table. And 
therefore when we plead the Merit oi 
Chriſt's Death and Paſſion before God 
the Father in this Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
it oughtto be accompanied with amolth 
thankful Acknowledgment of thoſe great 
Bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed for} 
us by his Sufferings, and with a publick 
proclaiming to all the World, the great E- 
Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Rind- Ita 
neſs. With a hearty Repentance for all |S; 
the Sins we have been guilty of in IC 
Thought, Word, and Deed; for this was Hall 
the end of his Death, to reconcile us to Idi 
Aa 5 36 God, by turning us From o 
| our Tniquities. With Firm us 
Reſolutions of better Obedience; for || tic 
he gave himſelf for us, to purify to in 
_ himſelf I pe 


Or 
10 


if 


Kealous of good Works. 
W ith an entire Reſignation of our Souls 


Spirit, to work in us both p 
Ito will and to do of hies 
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Wimſelf a peculiar People Ii. T6 


ind Bodies to be a reaſonable, holy, 


and lively Sacrifice unto him; for he 


has the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 
purchaſed us at the Price 
of his own Blood. With a 
conſtant endeavour to make ſome Pro- 
ficiency in all the Virtues of the Chri- 
ſtian Life, becauſe he has obtained tor 
us by the Merits of his Sufterings, the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 


1 Pet. 1. 19. 


2. 12. 


good Pleaſure. . With a Readineſs of 
Mind to be reconciled to all thoſe that 


have offended us, becauſe ue we were 


Enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the Death of his 
Son. With hearty and fincere Love and 
Charity to our Brethren, contributing 
all we canto therclicf of Chriſt's poor 
diſtreſſed Members, by reaſon he was 
ſo liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
us. Laſtly, with the Purity of our Inten- 
tion, ſincerely aiming at and deſign- 
ing to anſwer all thoſe Ends and Pur- 
poſes for which this holy Sacrament 

was 


Rom. 5. 10. 
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was ordained; and not merely to com. 
ly with Cuſtom, and to qual:fie out to ? 
Nes for a profitable Employ ment. [hy 
But then it muſt be noted, that aof 
theſe Qualifications are the ſame thut be 
we are obliged to acquire by our Bped 
tiſmal Vos, and are neceſſary in tha 
Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and in the Ch 
Uſe of all other Means of Grace. Fe of 
except we confeſs our Sins with aa ihc 
humble, penitent and obedient Heart dic 
and are ready to forgive thoſe that an 
have oftended us, and ask with Faitl;Þ. fer 
even our Prayers and Praiſes will find 
no Acceptance at the Throne of Grace: 
Indeed Charity and Good Mill towards 
all Men, was always thought ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Qualification for the Celc- 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, that 

in the ancient Church, at they very en- 
trance thereunto, the Deacon was wont S 
to proclaim, Let no Man have ought r 
againſt his Brother: And this practice I 
was founded upon our Saviour's Ordi-W r 
nance, in his divine Sermon upon the 
Mount, F thou bringeſt thy 
Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath. ought 
againſt thee, leave there thy Gift before the 
Aar, 


Mat. 5. 23, 24. 
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Altar, and go thy Way, firſt be reconciled 
Fo thy Brother, and then come and offer 
by Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſenſe 


aof the Primitive Church, was taken to 


be an Evangelical Conſtitution, impli- 
ed by way of Anticipation that our 


he Saviour would leave ſome Rite to his 


Church, inſtead and after the manner 
'of the Sacrifices of the Law, which 
ſhould begin with an Oblation, as they 
did; and that, to require this proper 
and peculiar Qualification in the Of- 
ferer, to be at Peace, and without En- 
\mity with his Brother; inſomuch that 


Jenæus ſeems to place 


that Purity of the Evan- Lib. 4. cap. 34. 
gelical Oblation, prophe- 

fied of by Malachi, prin- Chap. r. X. 1. 
cipally in this Requiſite. 

And beſides this, the only Duty the 
Scripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
receiving the holy Sacrament, is Se 
Examination. This is St. Paul's Di- 
rection, Let a Man exa- c q 
mine himſelf, and ſo let e 
him eat of that Bread and drink of 
that Cup; which if taken in the largeſt 
Senſe, for ſearching into the State of 
our Souls in order to know how far 


we 
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we believe and practiſe what is re- 
quired of us, and to amend for the ſu- 
ture what has been amiſs in our paſt 
Conduct, is certainly obliging at other 
times, as well as before the Sacrament ; 
and *tis impoſſible a Chriſtian ſhould 
overn his Lite with that neceſlary 
Care and Watchtulneſs that is required, | {; 
- without practiſing of it very frequent-Þ 
ly. And yet I belicve, if the ſenſe of 
St. Paul be impartially weighed in that 
matter, it will appcar, that the Exa- 
mination he recommends, is not that of 
our State and Condition towards God, 
and of our Duty in gencral ; but an Exa-· 
mination ot our Manner of Eating the 
Lord'-Supper by Chriſt's Inſtitution of it, 
to {ce whether our Behaviour comports 
with the Rules of the Inſtitution, and 
with the End for which it was inſtitu- 
ted. For to remedy the Diſorders that 
were in the Church of Corinih, in the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord Supper; 
he fets before them Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion of the holy Sacrament, that they 
might acquaint themſelves with the 
Manner and End propoſed in the par- 
taking of it; ſo that by that, every 
one might examine his Comportment 
therein, 
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therein, whether conformable to that 
Inſtitution, and ſuited to that End. In 


| the account St. Paul gives of Chriſt's 
| Inſtitution, he remarks, that Eating and 
Drinking in the Sacrament, was no 


part of common Eating and Drinking 
tor Hunger and Thirſt, but to repre- 


ſent Chrill's Body and Blood, to be ea- 
ten and drank in remembrance of him, 
or as the Apoſtle expounds it him- 
| ſelf, to Heu forth the Lord's Death. 
He morcover oblerves, that this was 
| done by all who were preſent united 
together in one Company at the ſame 
time. All which put together, ſhews 


what the Examination here propoſed 
relates to; for the deſign of the Apo- 
tle being to reform thoſe Abuſes he 


found fault with in their celebrating 


the Lord Supper, tis by that alone 
we muſt interpret the Directions he 
gives concerning it, if we will ſuppoſe 
he talked pertinently to the Subject in 
Hand; which was to reduce the Ce- 
rinthians from the Irregularities they 
were run into in this matter. And if 
the account of Chriſt's Inſtitution be 
not brought in for their examining their 
Carriage by it, and their adjuſting their 

Com- 
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Comportment to it, it will be hard to 
find a Reaſon for what purpoſe it is 
here mentioned. 

From hence we may therefore ga- 
ther what that unworthy Receiving 
was, which is condemned in the Co- 
rinthians by St. Paul, and what was the 
Puniſhment annexed to it: It was their 
diſorderly and irreverent Participation 
of the Lord Supper; it was their Eat- 
ing and Drinking after an unworthy 
manner, without a due regard to theſ 
Manner and End of that holy Inſtitu- 
tion; without a due Reſpect had to the 
Lord's Body, in a diſciminating and 
purely Sacramental Uſe of the Bread 
and Wine that repreſented it. It being 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtians in the 
Apoſtolical Times to receive the ho!) 
Euchariſt after their Feaſts of Charity, 
wherein the Rich and the Poor were 
wont to eat together with great Sobri- 
ety and Temperance; in the Church 
of Corinth this Method was not obſcr- 
ved; the Poor were not admitted to 
this common Feaſt; for in eating every 
one took before each other his own Sup- 
per; ſo that when ſome wanted, others 
were guilty of ſcandalous Exceſs, and 

grols 
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oſs Intemperance : And the effect of it 
vas, They did not diſcern the Lord's Bo- 
jy. They made no difference between 
he Sacrament and a common Meal; be- 
ween what was to ſuſtain their Bodies 
nd what was tonouriſh their Souls. So 
hat to eat the Bread, and drink of the 
Cup, in the Holy Sacrament without 
due and direct diſcrimination had 


Jo the Lord's Body, by ſeparating the 


pread and Wine from the common 
Uſe, of eating and drinking for Hunger 
and Thirſt, was to eat unworthily. The 
Puniſhment annexed to theſe Miſcar- 
ages, were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and“ 
mporal Death, with which God cor- 
Ged them, that they might not 
e condemned with the unbelieving 
'orld. By which it appears, that 
:mporal Judgments mult be under- 
ood by the Word our Tranſlators ren- 
Tho' if theſe tempo- 
i! Judgments had not produced A- 
cndment and Reformation, ſuch a 
ontempt of holy Things might have 
ade them obnoxious to the cternal 
1dgment of God. 
Now it appears farther, by the Na- 


re of theſe Puniſhments, that the Exa- 


mination - 
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mination St. Paul recommends, referred 
to the Inſtitution of the Sacrament 
for if the Unworthineſs here ſpoken of 
was either Unbelief, or any of thok 
Sins which are uſually made the Mat 
ter of Examination, tis to be preſume! 
the Apoſtle would not wholly hay: 
pals'd them over in Silence: This a 
leaſt is certain, that the Puniſhment 
theſe Sins is infinitely greater than th 
which God here inflicts on unworth 
Receivers, whether they who are guilt 
of them receive the Sacrament or no. 
That then which makes a Man al 
ſolutely unfit to receive the Holy 8 
crament, beſides Ignorance of . 
meaning of that holy Inſtitution, |! 
the living in the conſtant habitual Pn 
- Etice of any known Sin without Repei 
tance. Such a Man's Approach to t 
holy Table, would be a mocking of Go 
and a great Contempt of his Author 
ty; and tho' the ancient Diſcipline 
the Church is at a low ebb among 
yet there is ſtill Power to debar ug 
{ſcandalous and open ge the Cor 
er munion, and a particu 
Can. XXVI. Order to Parochial M 
niſters not to admit ſuch. But then 
| -- 


- 
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-reught to be obſerved, that this impe- 
ent Hitent State makes our Prayers alſo an 
| oAbomination to the Lord; for to pro- 
\ofMcls our ſelves ſorry for our Sins; and 
clolved to forſake them, when we 
ave no Senſe of the one, nor are de- 
ermined to do the other, is the great- 
i; oF! Affront imaginable to our Maker, 
by ſuppoſing that either he does not 


1t0 
thnow our Hearts, or that he will be 
rthWlcaſed when we draw near to him 


With our Lips, though our Hearts are 
ar from him. 

There is a caſe indeed, wherein, I 
Whink, a Man may be ſuppoſed quali- 
ed to attend the publick Prayers of the 
urch, and yet that it may be fit for 
im to abſtain from approaching the 
Mar; which is when a Man firſt riſes 
y unfeigned Repentance from a deplo- 
able fall into ſome grievous Sin; the 
rſt Scene of his penitential Sorrows 
bould paſs in the Exerciſe of Morti- 
cation and Self-denial, and ſome time 


ſudhay be neceſſary to prove the Since- 
oofÞity of his return to his Duty. And 
cullus is agreeable to the Diſcipline of the 


urch in the primitive Times, when 
Thoever was found guilty of any ſcan- 
D 2 dalous 
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dalous Fault, was according to the 
Nature of the Offence debarred the 
Communion a ſhorter or a longer time; 
ſo that it will very well become the 
Modeſty of a Penitent in theſe look 
times wherein the Chriſtian Diſcip!in: 
is relaxed, to exerciſe it upon himſoif; 
it being reaſonable, that the Senſe of 
any heinous Crime lately committed 
ſhould ſo far humble and mortifie us, as 
to make us ready and willing to im. 
pole this Penance upon our ſelves ; 2 


thinking our ſelves for {ome time un 


worthy to participate in the high! 
and moſt ſolemn Act of Religion. 

In ſhort, the beſt Preparation for thi 
Sacrament is a conſtant Endeavour to 
live as becomes that holy Religion we 
profeſs. For they who really believe 
the Chriſtian Religion, and ſincere 
govern their Lives by the Doctrine 
and Precepts of the Goſpel of the 
Bleſſed Jelus, have all that ſubſtantia 
Preparation that qualifies them to par 
take in this holy Ordinance, an- 
ought to receive at any time whe! 
there is an Opportunity, though the 
were not beforehand acquainted wid 
it. Indeed when they have a foreſight 
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of their communicating, *tis very ad- 
viſcable they ſhould trim their Lamps, 
examine the State of their Minds, re- 
new their Repentance, exerciſe their 
Charity, enlarge their Devotions, ſpi- 
ritualize their Affections; and in or- 
der to this, ſhould retire from Euſi- 
neſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na- 
ture of their Circumſtances will ad- 
mit; that by Prayer, Faſting, and 
Alms- deeds, their Minds may be raiſ- 
ed to reliſh Spiritual Enjoyments. 


ut ſtill great care muſt be taken, that 


Iwhen a Man 1s habitually prepared, 
he do not impoſe upon himſelf ſo much 
actual Preparation, as ſhall make him 
lole an Opportunity of receiving the 
holy Sacrament, when he has not had 
time to go through with that Method 
he has preſcribed to himſelt. 


Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
ome Objections againſt Frequent Commu- 
nion. 

Object. 1. The fir uſual Objeftion Men 
make is, That they are unworthy to re- 
cerve the holy Sacrament, and conſequently 
if they approach God's Table they ſhall eat 
and drink Damnation to themſelves. 


D 3 Anſw. 
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Anſw. If this Objection is made b 
ſuch who live in a Courſe of Wicked 
neſs, tis certain as long as they reſol# 
to continue ſuch, they are very unf 
to approach theſe holy Myſteries 
while they are at open Defiance wit 
God Almighty, break all his Law 
and refuſe all Offers of Reconciliatio 
they ought not to be admitted 
Gueſts at God's holy Table; and 
the Diſcipline of the Church were ri 
ſtored, which is founded upon thi 
Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, an 
ſufficiently explained to us by prim 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinne 
ſhould be excommunicated, and throw 
out of the Community of Chriſtian 
and not be re- admitted till they hz 
given publick Teſtimonies of their Soi 
row and Repentance. But all Me 
eaſily ſee the Vanity of this Excuſ 
becauſe one Fault can never juſtif 
the Commiſſion of another. 

But if this Objection is made by de 
vout People, to excuſe their not fr" ! 
quenting the Chriſtian Sacrifice, theſ't! 
muſt conſider, that this Argumen®®' 
puſh'd home, ought to hinder the ith 
from ever communicating. ** 1551 

c 
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en take the Word Unworthy in a 
tri& Senſe, for ſuch Perſons as no way 
Weſcrve thoſe great Benefits that are 
fer'd and conferr'd in the Holy Sa- 
rament, no Man ſhould ever receive 
t all, becauſe no Man deſerves any 
hing at God's Hands, much leſs thoſe 
nraluable Bleſſings purchaſed for us 
y Chriſt's Death; and yet they that 
ake the Objection do venture at ſome 
reat Solemnities to approach theſe 
Poly Myſteries; which makes it won- 

Wcrtul how they can reconcile this 
- Wicir Notion of Unworthineſs, with 
heir Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea- 
ons; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe 
mes a better Opinion of themſelves 
han 1s conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 
ility. But there is a great diffe- 
Fence to be made between deſerving 
at Favour, and receiving that Fa- 
our after a worthy and fit manner. 
e may have no Merit. to procure us 
ch Benefits as may be conferred up- 
6-9 us; and yet if we receive them 
the$1th a great Senſe of Gratitude, ac- 
nenowledging the Bounty of the Giver, 
heſfith a great Senſe of our own Deme- 
r It, owning they are infinitely above 
4 our 
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our Deſerts, with Care and Diligence 
to receive them in the Way and Man- 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolution 
of making the beſt Returns we are ca-. 
pable of; we may be truly ſaid to re- 
ceive ſuch Favours after a worthy 
manner, tho' we are never ſo unwor- 
thy of the Benefits themſelves. 

The unworthy Eating and Driakinsſ 
condemned by St. Pau! in the Corin 
thians, has been already explained, 
with the Puniſhment annexed to it; 
which will certainly, if ſcriouſſy con 
ſidered, abate thoſe Fears which but 
too often poſſeſs devout Souls; and 
if they are in earneſt, will be able to 
turn their Fears quite on the 1 | 
fide, and, make them apprehenſive 
provoking God, by neglecting a pſi 10 
Command of our Saviour's, by him laid 
upon all Chriſtians. | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, that we 
muſt be perfect and ſtrong grown Chri- 
ſtians before we partake of theſe Di- 
vine Myſteries ; *tis enough we ſincere- 
ly deſire to be ſuch, and if ſo, we ſhall 

d the frequent Uſe of the Holy Com- 
munion to be the moſt effectual means 


to that purpoſe. We are here in a Vale 


of 
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pf Tears; where ſhould we ſeek for 
omfort, but from the Source of all 
oy and Satisfaction? We are ſurround- 
d with a multitude of Temptations ; 


Jl here ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt 
„em, but in this Divine Armoury ? 


Ve are loaded with many Imperfecti- 
ons, and ſometimes, by Negligence or 
urprize, fall a Prey to the Tempter: 
hat ſo proper to waſh away our Stain, 
5 that precious ineſtimable Blood, 
rhich was ſhed to that very End and 
urpoſe? So that the very Senſe of our 
worthineſs, if rightly applied, ſhould 
quicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 
juently, that we might become better. 
Object. 2. Some Object, That the 
requent uſe of the holy Sacrament may 
e apt to abate and diminiſb that Re- 
erence and Reſpect which Men ought to. 
ave for it. 
Anſw. This Objection is founded up- 
_ n the Experience Men have, that their 
te. if *uiliarity and intimate Converſe with 
OG and Things in this World, is apt 
„ diminiſh their Value and Reſpect 
nsr them; not conſidering that it is 
alehnuite the contrary in Spiritual T hings, 
of he frequent Uſe whereof is the like- 
D 5 lieſt 


we 
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70 The Objettion of Unworthine(, 
licſt means to encreaſe our Veneratio 
and Reſpe& towards them. An un 


interrupted Enjoyment of the good 1 
Things of this World may very wed: 
icfien our Eſteem of them, becaulc it 1 
convinces us they do not adminiſta or 
that Happineſs which they promiſe J 
but the more we employ our ſelves inf .., 
Spiritual Exerciſes, we find they pro . 
duce a Satisfaction that riſes abo 
what we expected, or worldly Mi 
can imagine. The better we know on 
Men, the more we diſcover their Frail * 
ties and Imperfections; ata diſtance u 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their good X 


Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; and 
therefore our Familiarity with the bel! 
of Men may be apt to abate that Re 
ſpect we paid them at a diſtance, b). 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty which 
accompanies their greateſt Vertues 
But the oftner we converſe with Goc 
in his holy Ordinances, the more we 
ſhall admire his divine Perfections 
and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed tc 
conform our ſelves to his Likeneſs: 
for an Object of infinite Perfection i 
it ſelf, and of infinite Goodneſs to us 

\ WII 
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will always raiſe our Admiration and 
heighten our Reſpe& and Eſteem the 
more we contemplate it: it being the 

Diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, of 
ſome flaw, where we thought there 
was none, that leſſens our Eſteem and 
provokes our Contempt. 

Object. 3. Others pretend, That the 
(Crſtom of f. equent Communion diminiſhes 
the Profit and Advantage that is to be 
reaped from that divine Inſtitution. 

Anſw. This Objection is founded up- 
Jon the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
ho are apt to put the greateſt value 
upon things that are rare and uncom- 
mon, and to neglect, or at leaſt to 
perform Actions of the greateſt Conſe- 

quence after a ſlight 8 man- 
ner when they frequently occur. But 
if the fear of falling into this weakneſs 
were a ſufficient reaſon to abſtain from 
frequent Communion, it would hold 
with as much Force againſt frequent 
Prayer, which the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel make neceſſary; and therefore as 
in praying often we at length learn to 
pray well, ſo in frequently receiving 
the Holy Sacrament, that Fervor and 
Appetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which 1s. 
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ſo neceſſary to make us receive with 
Advantage. If People reap no Proti 
from their frequent Communions, the 
Fault mult be laid upon the Negligence 
of their Lives, and upon the flight 
Care they take in the Examination of 
their Conſciences; and if upon a ſtrict 
Inquiry they find any ſecret Sin unre- Þ 
pented of, any habitual Neglect of their 
Duty, this great Bar to the Influence of 
Grace mult be removed. And if, at-Þ 
ter that, they ſtill make the ſame F 
Complaint, they muſt conſider what 
they mean by Unprofitableneſs ; for Þ 
*tis certain, if we bring a right Tem- 
per of Mind, the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament is of great Pro- 
fir and Advantage to us. If we are 
penitent, it ſeals to us the Pardon of 
our Sins; if we are ſincere, it forti- a 
fies our Reſolutions; if we believe, it Un 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we are v 
real and in earneſt, it inflames our t 
Charity; but if we think it muſt cure o 
us of all thoſe Imperfections which are Þ t 
inſeparable from the frailty of our Na- 
ture, we deceive our ſelves. The beſt 
of Chriſtians groan under the Perverſe- 
neſs and Impotence of corrupt * 
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Or if we expect always thoſe heaven- 
ly Joys and Raptures which God is 
pleaſed ſometimes to communicate to 
his faithful and devout Servants, we 
are too preſumptuous ; God may deny 
us thoſe Fore-taſtes of Bliſs to keep us 
humble, and to quicken our Induſtry 


to attain them; and if God does not 
communicate himſelf to us after that 
way and manner our ſhallow Reaſon 
thinks molt deſirable, it does not be- 
come us to lay any Blame upon this 
divine Ordinance; which is certainly 
in it {elf the moſt efficacious means to 


make us juſt and charitable, pious and 
devout. And they that owe their Ar- 
dours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
proaching the holy Table, have too 
much Reaſon to conclude they are more 
affected from the rarity and unuſual- 
neſs of the Action, than from the di- 
vine Virtue that flows from it; like 
thoſe that converſe ſeldom with Men 
of great Quality and Title; the Awe 
they feel of -their Greatneſs proceeds 
more from their not being uſed to fre- 
quent their Company, than from the 
Opinion of their true Worth and Dig- 


nity. So that theſe People ſeem rather 


to 
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to be under the Power of Nature than 
the Influences of Grace. 

I am ſure Experience will inform 
us, that the devouteſt Ages of the 
Church were thoſe wherein the Practice 
of frequent Communion molt prevail- 
ed. Never was there ſo much Fervor 
and Strictneſs of Piety, as when the 
Faithful met daily at the Lord's 7a- 
ble. And in the Accounts we have 
of the greateſt Saints, never any one 
excelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 


Life, but what diſtinguiſhed himſc!t 


by frequently nouriſhing his Soul with 

this heavenly Banquet. OY 
Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe holy 
Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe of 
their Duty in this particuliar, and em- 
brace all Opportunities which the Pro- 
vidence of God offers them to comme- 
morate the incftable Love of their dy- 
ing Redeemer; whether they do not 
find themſelves more determined to be 
juſt in all their Dealings, and read ier to 
relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor; 
whether their Affections to the World 
do not loſe Ground, and their Deſires 
towards Heaven do not grow more in- 
tenſe and vigorous, whether their Paſ- 
ſions 
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muſt own that their Souls are of great- 
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fions are not more calm, and their Pa- 
tience and Submiſſion to the Will of 
God more evident and conſpicuous ; 
whether they are not ſenſible of leſs 
Fondneſs for Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for 
Trifles, leſs Defire of Glory, leſs Eager- 
neſs for Profit, and leſs Concern for 
whatever the World moſt eſteems? 

O: ject. 4. It is farther objected, 


| That Men of great Buſineſs, either in 
publick or private Affairs, may juſtly be 
excuſed from frequent Communion, be- 
cauſe they have not leiſure to prepare 
| for it. 


Anſu. Any Buſineſs tho' lawful in 
its own Nature, yet if proſecuted to 
ſuch a degree as to take Men off from 
the Care of their Souls, ought to be 
laid afide; becauſe the Salvation of 
our Souls is of much greater Conſe- 

uence than any Affair that relates 
to this World; and wiſe Men propor- 
tion their Care of a Thing according 
to its worth; they do not ſpend their 
time upon Trifles, and neglect what 
may be of the greateſt Conſequence. 
I ſuppoſe they who make this Objecti- 
on, deſign to be ſaved, and therefore 


cr 
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er worth than their Bodies, and that 
they muſt certainly find a time to 
die, however careleſs and negligent 
they may be in making a due Prepara- 
tion for it. But beſides, the Care of 
our temporal Concerns, and our Du- 
ty to God, are very conſiſtent. A great 
deal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Re- 
ligion may ſtand together, provided 
we govern our Affairs by Chriſtian 
Principles. For tho' ſuch Men have 
not leiſure for ſo much actual Prepa- 
ration, yet they may have all that 
habitual Preparation upon which the 
great ſtreſs ought to be laid in this 
Matter. Nay, even the conſcientious 
Diſcharge of their Buſineſs is an ad- 


mirable Qualification for receiving the 


Sacrament, A Man is ſerving God 
when he follows his Calling with Di- 


ligence, and. obſerves Juſtice and E- 


quity in all his Dealings; when he 
manages the Aﬀairs of the Publick 
with Fidelity and Honeſty z without 
ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreſſion, 
and without facrificing them to his 
private Intereſt. And the greater 
Dangers and Temptations he is expo- 
ſed to, the greater need he has of 
God's 
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God's face and Aſſiſtance which is 
abundantly communicated in this holy 
Ordinance. When we travel in Ways 
requented by Robbers, we go well- 
armed and unite Companies, that we 
may be the better able to defend our 
ſelves. So that the Man of Buſineſs 
who has any ſerious thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay 
hold on fuch Opportunities, which may 
ſecure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
daily converſcs with, and which may 
| fortifie him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
mies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 
For as they who have leiſure ought 
trequently to receive the holy Com- 
munion,. as the beſt Improvement of 
their Time ; ſo they that are en- 
gaged in many worldly Afﬀairs ought 
to come often to the Sacrament, and 
learn how to ſanctifie their Employ- 
ments. | 
Object. 5. Others think they ſal ige 
their Duty in this Particular, if they 
comply with the Command Rub. after the 
of the Church, which en- Comm. 
Joins three times in the Can. 21. 
Tear, whereof Eaſter to be one, and ſo 
think themſelves excuſed from frequent 
Communion. Anſw. 
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Anſw. Theſe Objectors againſt fre- 
quent Communion quite miſtake the 
Senſe of the Church in this Injunction, 
who in her Exhortations excites us to 
frequent Communion, and therefore 
in moſt Pariſhes invites us at leaſt 
every Month, and in ſome Churches 
every Sunday, and every Holy-Day; 
eſpecially in Cathedrals, where all 
1 Prieſts and Deacons ave 
C eee x enjoined at leaſt to receive 

every Lord's- Day; except 
they have a reaſonable Cauſe to the con- 
trary. All that ſhe ſays is, That Chri- 
ſtians ought to communicate at leaſt 
three times in the Lear, as if that was 
the minimum quod; that is, the leaſt 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to deno- 
minate us Chriſtians; which if we 
neglet, we deſerve to be ſeparated 
from that Body whereof Chriſt is the 
Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
Church, which when rightly diſpen- 
ſed 'are very terrible. I would fain 
know if a Phyſician ſhould tell a Man 
that juſt ſo much is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to maintain Life; if he ſhould 
eat leſs he would not only endanger 
his Health, but run the hazard of ſtar- 
ving 
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ving himſelf; whether a Man that con- 
fines himſelf to ſuch a Method would 
be thought to be in Love with Lite, 


and whether thoſe that have good Ap- 


petites could ſubſiſt under ſuch a Diſ- 
cipline. It is juſt the ſame in our ſpi- 
ritual Life, ſo many times communi- 


cating preſerves us from being ſepara- 
ted from the Body of Chriſt, which is 


the Life of a Chriſtian ; except we are 
| Members of his Body we cannot in any 
| ordinary way partake of the favoura- 
ble Influences of the Head, but this 1s 

not enough in order to our well-being. 


Tis a ſign that we are weak and very 
imperfect Chriſtians; if we have ſo ſmall 
an Appetite for this ſpiritual Food, tis 
a ſign we have little Reliſh for the things 
of God. Let us call to mind the Fer- 
vours of the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
made the Commemoration of our Sa- 
viour in the Euchariſt a conſtant part 
of their publick Worſhip. As the pri- 
mitive Piety decayed, ſo the means of 
maintaining it were leſs frequented ; 
and *twas the bad Lives of Chriſtians, 
and their total Neglect of commu- 
nicating, which made the Church ob- 


lige them to receive at ſome certain 
time 
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times under the penalty of Excommn- 
nication. And is it becoming a Man, 
that has any Senſe of the Excellency 
of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any Va- 
Ine for the Privilege of being a Dis- 
ciple of the crucified Jeſus, any Care 
ot his Salvation, any Defire of being 


by the Indevotion of negligent Chri- 


perfect; of which when we are once 
convinced, we ſhall never neglect 
frequent Communion, becauſe it is 


the molt effectual Means of attain- 
Ing it. 


you the great Advantages of frequent 
Communion. 

Our intimate Converſe with tem- 
poral Things, and our Familiarity 
with the Delights and Satisfactions ot 
Senſe, is but too apt to take off our 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts, and 
to impair that Vigour and Reſolution 
which 


perfect as God is perfect, to excuſe 
himſelf from a neceſſary Duty by an 
Injunction, which was introduced] 


ſtians? Tis not enough that we are 


Chriſtians, we muſt grow in Grace, Þ / 
and the Man of God muſt be made 


Fourthly, I ſhall in ſhort lay before 
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which ought to be employed about 
the one Thing neceſſary. Now fre- 
quent Communion keeps à lively Senſe 
of Religion upon our Minds, and invi- 
gorates them with freſh Strength and 
Power to perform our Duty. It is 
the proper Nouriſhment of our Souls, 


| without which we can no more main- 

| tain our Spiritual Life, than we can 
our Temporal, without eating and 
drinking. 


As long as we carry theſe frail and 


anful Bodies about us, the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 


Enemies to our true Happineſs, will 
be making perpetual Aſſaults upon our 
Virtue, and uſing their beſt Endea- 
rours to corrupt our Innocence: Now 
frequent Communion is the ſovereign 
Remedy againſt all their Temptations, by 


mortifying our Paſſions, by ſpirituali- 


zing our Affections; for how can we 
yield to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
crucified the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
Hearts upon periſhing Obje&s, when 
God only deſerves, as he requires, the 

whole Man? 
One of the great Advantages of our 
Chriſtianity conſiſts in being made 
Members. 


| N 
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Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 
by reaſon of thoſe happy Influences 
we derive from our Head; and our 
Happineſs depends upon our enjoying 
this bleſſed Privilege. Now frequent 
Communion preſerves this ſpiritual U. 
nion inviolable, between Chriſt and all 
faithful Chriſtians; by a mutual In- 
tercourſe of Goodneſs and Compaſſion, 
in pardoning our Sins, in ſtrength- 


ning our feeble Virtues, and in com- 


municating heavenly Joys and Fore- 
taſtes of Happineſs; and on our fide, 


by repeated Acts of Adoration andi 


Thankfulneſs, of Love and Admira- 
tion, of Reſignation and Submiſſion to 
his holy Will, and of ſincere Profeſ- 


ſions of Conſtancy and Perſeverance in 


his Service. 

We are convinced by fatal Expe- 
rience, that either through Surprize, or 
the Strength of Temptation, we cannot 
always ſtand upright; that we do thoſe 
things we ought not to have done, and 
leave undone the things we ought to 
have done. Now this holy Sacrament 
perfects our Repentance, and ratifies and 
confirms to us the Pardon of our Sins; 
repairs thoſe Breaches which our Fol- 

lies 
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lies have made in our Souls, and ap- 
plies to us in particular that Satiſ- 
faction which our Saviour made upon 
the Croſs, and conveys to us the Be- 
nefits of that All- ſufficient Sacrifice, 
whereby God the Father is render'd 
| favourable and propitious to us miſe- 
rable Sinners. | 
In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions and 
{ Calamities are often the Lot of the beſt 
of Men. Now where ſhall we find Com- 
N fort under theſe Difficulties, or Strength 
to contend with them, but from that 
Proviſion that 1s adminiſtred at God's 
Table; from thoſe Sufferings which our 
Saviour endured for us, and no ways 
deſerved himſelf? For who can com- 
plain of Affliction in any kind, that 
conſiders what neceflary Correctives 
they are of our Follies, what noble Im- 
provements of our Virtues, and what a 
Teſtimony they are of our Love and 
Affection to the Bleſſed Jeſus, when 
born with Patience and Submiſſion ; 
and that withal remembers, that his 
Lord and Maſter was made perfect 
through Sufferings? Beſides, from this 
Divine Nouriſhment we receive ſuch 
comfortable Impreſſions, as make the 
Troubles 
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Troubles of this Life loſe their Sting; 


and it ſupplies us with ſuch inward De- 
lights, as ſurpaſs all Expreſſion, and 
which are only felt by thoſe that fre- 
quently make the Experiment. 

This is the moſt proper Method to 
make our Bodies Temples of the Holy 


Ghoſt, and the moſt effectual means to 


fit and prepare our Souls for the Etcr- 
nal Enjoyment of God. 


Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew the particular 


Care the Church of England has take 
to prevent the Profanation of theſe. hol 
Myuſteries. 

Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our ho- 
ly Mother, that both by her Rubricks 
and Canons, ſhe trains us up by gradual 
ſteps from our Infancy, to a worthy 
Participation of this Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
For in our Baptiſm ſhe requires Spon- 
ſors, who ſhall ſtipulate for us, and give 
Security for our Chriſtian Education in 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and in the 


Communion of the Catholick Church; 


they being engaged not only to inſtruct 


Exbort.at the us 11 all the neceſſary 


end of Publick Points of Faith, but arc 


Baptiſm, charged to take care, when 
We 


Þiſe, to inſtruct, to exa- 


riſtian Religion, 
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e are fit, that we be brought to the 
5% for Confirmation. This is an ad- 
litional Security to that Duty, which 

ature and Chriſtianity has laid upon 
Parents, and a happy Proviſion in caſe 
their Mortality. And not the Sure- 


lies only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or Cu- 


ate is particularly enjoined to cates 
ne the Touth, and tbe 89,6565. 
ommon People in the Principles of the 
according to the 
hurch Catechiſm; which Catechiſm is 
excellent Abridgment of all thoſe 
ings which are neceſſary to be beliey- 
| and practiſed, in order to the wel- 
re of our Souls. And farther, the 
hurch requires, that none be preſented 
the Biſhop for Confir- 
ation, till they can give 
account of their Faith; 
which the Miniſter, who is to pre- 
t them, is to be the Judge; and not 
en then to be confirmed, unleſs the 
hop approves of them, which ſuppo- 
ſome Trial and Examination on his 
rt. To all this ſhe prudently adds 
important Rule, That rubrick after 
e be admitted to the Confirm. 
X E 


Rub. after the 
Catech. 


holy 


I 
— 
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holy Communion, until ſuch time af. 
they be confirmed, or be ready or de- 
firons to be confirmed. The great Rea. 
{on whereof is, that ſhe may be {a 
tisfied, that thoſe who promiſed by 
their Sureties in Baptiſm, do rener. 
and confirm the Contract then made Ne 
and that they will evermore endea- H 
vour chemſelves faithfully to obſcrveſpf | 
ſuch things as by their own Confeſhio 
ſion, they have aſſented unto. And {till 
to preſerve the Dignity of the holy 8 
crament, her Miniſters are obliged 
according to the Direction of the an 
cient Canons, as well as our own, 1 
admit u notorious Oe 
ders, or declared Scl 
maticks, to the Participation of it. Tha 
this method may be more effectual, an 
that no unqualified Perſon may ſurre 
Can. 28. titiouſſy intrude 5 Strai 
| gers from other Pai) 
are not to be received to the holy Coi 
munion; and as many as intend to 
Partakers of it, ſhall fignifie their Nam 
to the Curate at leaſt ſoi 


Can. 26, 27. 


Read he N 22 | ot 

brick before e the Day before rn le 

the Commun. notorious ill Livers mꝗcur 
be admoniſhed of thqhuſe 


Faul 
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aFaults, and that ſuch as live in Malice 
de- Ind Hatred, and are at Variance with 
ca · ne another, may be reconciled, and 
la. ire roots of their Repentance, before 
byghhey preſume to come and offer their 
ePitts. When Warning is given for the 
de Melebration of the Holy Communion, 
ca- the whole Congregation is put in mind 
rreſpt their Duty by a pathetical Exhorta- 
\icſtion. And if any have ſuch a Senſe 
f their Sins, that they cannot quiet 
their own Conſciences, they are advi- 
d to conſult their ſpiritual Guides, 
nd to open their Griet, that they may 
ceive ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
Frith the Benefit of Abſolution. And 
en in the beginning of the Commu- 
on- Service, the Prieſt that officiates 
ys before the Communicants the dan- 
er of unworthy Receiving, and invites 
ly ſuch to approach as have the re- 
Aniſite Qualifications. So that if pioxs 
ducation, if the ſolemn ratifying our 
aptiſmal Vow, if Conference with our 
ritual Guides, it a particular Prohi- 
ion of notorious Offenders, and the 
reſt Exhortations of our Paſtors, can 
cure theſe holy Myſteries from being 
uſed, it muſt be owned our Church 

& 3: has 
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has take ſufficient Care to prevent it, 
Let them only conſider, who neglea 
the obſervance of ſuch admirable Rules, 41 
how they will be able to anſwer it at 
the Great Day; and how far they arc 
guilty of thoſe Profanations, which 
they might prevent by a due Diſcharge . 
of what the Church requires from them, 
and which they are under ſuch tris 
Obligations to obſerve; and how far of 
they give occaſion by their Neglect toff 
thoſe Schiſms, which are made upon 
the pretence of the ſcandalous Practices 
of that kind. | 
Upon this Subject I cannot forbeat| 
recommending to the Reverend Clergy, 
with great Submiſſion, the Advice 0 
St. Chryſoſtom, which he gives in hi; 
834 Homily on the 26th Chapter o 
St. Matthew's Goſpel ; whoſe Epiſcopa 
Character, as well as the great Opinior 
the Chriſtian World had of his greaſſ 
Parts and eminent Piety, makes hin 
very fit to be liſten'd to in this par 
ticular: for he does not more earneſt 
ly preſs the Duty, than he does plain 
ly aſſert the Authority of the Sacerde 
tal Power to effect it. Let no Juda 
ſaith he, 20 Lover of Money, be preſei 
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UE: this Table. He that is not Chriſt; 
d Diſciple, let him depart from it. Let ub 
inhumane, no cruel Perſon, no uncompaſ- 
ſonate Man, or who is impure, come hi- 
ther. I ſpeak this to you that admini- 
ſter, as well as to you who partake; for 
it is neceſſary I ſpeak theſe things to you, 
that you may take great Care, and uſe 


on utmoſt diligence to diſtribute theſe 
tat Offerings aright : For your Puniſhment 
Wl | 


will be great if knowingly you ſuffer any 
"E-Licked Perſen to partake of this Table, 
cer his Blood ſhall be required at your 

hands. Wherefore if any General, any 
xaEProvincial Governour, or the Emperor 
M WW imſelf be not worthy, repel him; for 
e hen haſt a greater Power or Authority 

hin He. 

l am ſenſible it may be objected, 
Opaßthat the ſame Laws that oblige Per- 
110'Wons to receive the holy Sacrament as 
rc: Qualification for an Office, do oblige 
hithe Clergy to admit them. But then 
Palit muſt be conſidered, that the Power 
neſihrhich Chriſt has inveſted his Church 
laiYrich, of admitting Perſons into her 
erde ommunion, and excluding them from 
udaſſt, no humane Laws can deprive her 
reſe tf And therefore when the Laws re- 

E 3 quire 


go The manner of receiving 
quire Men to receive this Holy Sacra. 
ment to qualifie themſelves for Offices 
they always ſuppoſe, that they muſ 
firſt qualifie themſelves according tr 
the holy Laws of the Church, which 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. $ 
that it would be a great Injury to ou 
Legiſlators to imagine, that if an un 
baptized, or excommunicate Perſon, 4 
Deiſt, or a notorious Sinner, ſhoul 
happen to obtain an Office, that the 
intended to oblige the Church to ad 
mit Perſons under theſe bad Diſpol 
tions to be Partakers of the bleſſed E 
chariſt. 


Sixt hly, T ſhall add ſome Directin 
as to the manner of performing this D 
ty of Receiving the Holy Sacramen 
with ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occi 

ons. 

As to the Reverence of our Bodi 
our outward Behaviour ought to be g 
vern'd by ſuch Meaſures as the Churc 
directs. For this Reaſon, as well : 
becauſe it 1s the humbleſt Poſture, v 
muſt receive the Holy Sacrament u 
on our Knees; which is moſt prope 
when we are at the {ame time maly 

Ou 


with Bodily Reverence. g1 


our Addreſſes to the great Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth. The ancient Chri- 
ſtians, inthe time of St. G- 
il of Jeruſalem, received 
the Conſecrated Element of 
Bread into the Palm of their right 
Hand, which being ſupported by their 
Left was ſo carried to their Mouths, 
that no Portion of that Divine Nou- 
Wriſhment could fall to the Ground. I 
am not certain that the Church means 
Ichis, when ſhe orders her | 
Officers to deliver the Sa- LY on IE 
| | onſecration. 
crament to the People into 
their Hands ; but I think the Expreſ- 
ſon ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 
n ore every Communicant may take the 
Diliberty of making uſe of it. And as 
nene are to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 
)-Mdire&s, ſo I think it is fit we ſhould 
not deviate from {ome devout Cuſtoms 
o dia that are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
e gꝗ general Practice, which in time come 
urdſo have the Force of a Law. It is by 
el Much Rules that a beautiful Uniformi- 
> wſty is created in our Deportment, as 
- ußwell as in our Petitions. And all o ur 
opeſdifferent Poſtures ought to be uſed 
kiwith ſuch Gravity and Seriomſueſs as 
? E 4 may 


Catech. my- 
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may demonſtrate how intent we au 
when engaged in this Chriſtian Sac < 
fice; and yet without ſuch AﬀecationÞ b 
and Particularities as are apt to di} d 
ſturb thoſe that are near us, and gie 
occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, ! 
acting a formal hypocritical part. Ta *! 
this End, when we put our Bodies in 
to a praying Poſture, with which! tl 
think leaning and lolling ſeems veryſÞ 8 
inconſiſtent, we ſhould do well, wha 

upon our Knees to fix our Eyes doun ®! 
ward, that we may not be diverteq ““ 
by any Objects near us; at the ſame 8 
time reſolving not to ſuffer them to 
gaze about, whereby they do but fetch ) 
in matter for wandring Thoughts. AF 
farther help to this Attention, is great ſir 
Silence; therefore we ſhould neva? 
join aloud with the Miniſter but whereſ W. 
it is enjoined, endeavouring to make 
the reſt our own, by a hearty Amen] 
The ſame Care ſhould be taken abou? 
thoſe private Prayers we make at th 
Altar, which ought to be pronounced 
ſo ſoftly, that they may not diſturt 
the Devotion of our Fellow-Chriſtians 
that are near us. We mult particu 
larly remember, not to repeat after the 
N COD Miniſte 


Ou 
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Miniſter what peculiarly relates to his 
Office; which I mention the rather, 
becauſe have frequently obſerved ſome 
devout People following him that offi- 
ciates, in the Exhortation and Abſolu- 
tion, as well as the Confeſſion; which it 
throughly conſidered, muſt be judged a 
very abſurd and improper Expreſſion of 
the Peoples Devotion, becauſe a diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of the the oh Office. 

* As to the Reverence of our Minds, it 
* ought to conſiſt in ſuch Intenſenefs 
and Application of Thought, as may en- 
gage our Hearts as well as our Lips 
in this ſolemn Service; in ſuch Ferven- 
cy of Affection, and in ſuch a Meaſure 
Jof Importunity, as may ſhew how de- 
ſirous we are of the Mercy we requeſt, 

and how highly we value and eſteem 

| what we ask for. Tothisend we ought 

with great Attention to accompany the 


lere 
ak 


0h out the whole Office, which is admira- 
th<Þly framed and compoſed to expreſs all 
thoſe pious Diſpoſitions and devout At 
tections, which well-prepared Minds 
and ought to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 
icu Our Repentance in the Confeſſion and 
tha lſolution; our Charity in relieving 
iſte E 5: dur 


cee 
turb 


„ Man of God that adminiſters, throughj- 
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our poor Brethren by a liberal Offer. 
ing, in praying for all Conditions of 
Men, and in forgiving thoſe that have 
oftended us; our Humility in acknow- 
ledging our own Unworthineſs; our 
Reſclutions of better Obedience in pre- 
ſenting our ſelves reaſonable, holy, and 
lively Sacrifices unto God; our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings in the Hymns and 
Devotions after the Holy Communion. 
And when others are communicating, 
we may enlarge our ſelves upon theſe 


Subjects, always taking care that our 


private Devotions give place to those 
that are publick, and that we lay aſide 
our own Prayers, when the Miniſte 
calls upon us to joyn with him. 


DEV O- 


[95 -Þ. 
DEVOTIONS 


e 
It 
8 | 
PALIT AR. 
6 qe 
id HEN the Sermon is ended, 
n. we ſhould endeavour as ſoon 
2 as we can, to compoſe our 
e {clves for the devout Celebration of the | 
ur Chriſtian Sacrifice; and while the Mi- 


e niſter is preparing himſelf to attend {| 
de ¶ the holy Table bans the Communion 1 
ter Office begins, that time may be well 
employed in imploring God's Grace to 
aſſiſt us in the right diſcharge of that ö 
holy Service we are about to perform. 1 


A Prayer to prepare our Minds {A 
or the devout Celebration of 
the Holy Myſterzes. 


Lmighty God, by whoſe great 
Bounty and infinite Goodueſs 
have now an Opportunity offered 
L 6 ine 
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me of approaching thy Altar, and of / 
pleading before thee the prevailing Þ v 
Merits of the Death and Paſſion off tt 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt: I am ſen- fl 
ſible, O Lord, of my great Un- ff 
worthineſs to partake of this Chri-Þ n 
ſtian Sacrifice; but the poſitiveſ 
Command of my Bleſſed Saviour, © 
when he was about to lay down fi 
his Life for my Sake, has made itt. 
abſolutely neceſſary ; and the many} fl 
ſpiritual Wants I labour under, ee 
oblige me to apply to this So- a 
vereign Remedy to repair thoſeſ ſi 
Breaches my ſinful Follies haveP I) 
made in my Soul. 85 
- Aſſiſt me therefore, O Lord, with O 
thy Holy _ in the Duty and Ser-. 01 
vice I am about to perform; grant} V 
that nothing, during all the time off, ly 
this holy Action, may make mel m 
forfeit that Reverence and Reſpect re 
which I owe unto thy Divine Ma- tc 
jeſty, or that Attention which be C 
comes the Celebration of theſe holy ar 
Myſteries. Touch me with ſuch an] th 
| Awe 
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Awe of thy Preſence as may fix my 
wandring Thoughts, compole my 
tumultuous Affections, ſtir up my 
flat and cold Defires, that I may 
feel the Power, and taſte the Sweet- 


neſs of this Divine Banquet. 


That I may have ſuch a Senſe 


of my Saviour's Sufferings as may 
fill my Soul with Love and Gra- 
titude towards him for thoſe ine- 
ſtimable Benefits he has purchaſ- 
ed for me; that I may have ſuch 


a fight of my Sins which occa- 
ſioned all his Sorrows, as hearti- 


ly to bewail and deteſt them ; 
such a Faith in that fall, 
Oblation and Satisfaction made u ; 
Jon the Croſs for the Sins of tge 
World, that I may ſo importunate- _ * 
ly plead the Merit of it in this Com- 
memoration of that Sacrifice, as to 
render thee gracious and propitious 
to me a miſerable Sinner; Such a 
Conviction of my own Weakneſs 
and Inſufficiency, as may procure 
thy gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance; 


perfect 


Such. 
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Such longing Deſires of being made 
conformable to thy holy Will and 
Pleaſure, as may transform me 
into thy Divine Image, and fix 
me to continue thy taithful Ser- 
vant all the remaining Days of F 
my Life. *a 
I profeſs, O Lord, a firm and vi- INM 
gorous Reſolution to reſiſt all im- 
pertinent Thoughts or wicked Sug- 
geſtions that may any ways oppole ot 
my holy purpoſes; I will never con- 
lent to them; my ſincere Deſign is ph 
to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving; to love and adorc 
thee as the God of my Life, as my 
Portion which I have choſe in theÞ;jcc 


Lad of the living, and which II the 


humbly beg may be my HappineisÞ Ap 
to all Eternity, thro' the Merits off ctic 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


The Communion Service begins with|*9. 
ſome Sentences collected out of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures proper for the Occaſion & 
which do with great energy enforce the). - 
Duty of Charity, which we are called | 

4 upo 
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apon to exerciſe at this time. The 
Oblations of the Primitive Chriſtians 
were upon ſuch Occaſions offered in 
ſuch great abundance, that their Cler- 
were thereby liberally maintained, 
and all neceflarics provided for Divine 
Adminiſtrations, as well as for the Re- 
I ict of the Poor; but now that a ſtated 
Maintenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
wait at the Altar, theſe Collections 
7. are particularly applied to the Support 
e Lof the Neceſſitous; not but that the 
1. Diſtribution belongs to the Miniſter, 
{who may ſhare in it himſelf if his 
dMants require it. The Apoſtle adviſes, 
that theſe Collections be 
made every Lord's-Day, 
NY Hand from his Authority the Church in- 
hel xites us to give Alms ſo often, whether 
i ere be a Communion or no; but this 
cisþ Apoſtolical Cuſtom of weekly Colle- 
off ctions is now generally omitted, and 
wholly laid aſide. I: would be well 
indeed, if a means could be found out 
vithl to revive them, that ſuch Oblations 
Ho-might accompany all our ſolemn Ser- 
n vices upon the Lord's-Day. 
Till then we ſhould be more liberal 
in the Performance of our Alms- deeds 


at 
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re 1 Cor. 16 
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at the Altar, to which the following 
Sentences exhort us both from Com- 
mand and Example; by ſhewing us 
how reaſonable it is in it ſelf, how ac- 
ceptable to God, and how profitable 
to us both in this Life and the next; by 
repreſenting to us the great Sin, as wel 
as Danger of omitting it. They farthe: 
inſtruct us in the Objects that are to be 
ſupported by our Oblations, which arc 
the Clergy, and all the Poor, eſpecially 
Chriſtians; in the Meaſures of it, Li- 
berality and Chearfulneſs; and lay 
down the End we ought to propoſe to 
our ſelves, which is the Glory of God. 
All thele Sentences are read by the Mi- 
niſter during the Collection, with ſuch 
a pauſe generally between each Text, 
that the Communicants have leiſure to 


a Licht ſo ſhine before 
Men, that they 22 ſee your 12.5 
Works, and glorifie your Father 
which is in Heaven. St. Mat. 5. 16. 
Grant, 


the ALTAR. 01 
Grant, O God, that I may ſet that 


Example of Charity to my Neigh- 


bour which thou requireſt, that it 
may redound to thy Honour and 
Glory, from whom I receive the 
Power to do any thing that is good, 
and that by ſuch viſible Effects of 
thy Grace, my Neighbour may be 
attracted to know and love thee. 

2. Lay not up for your ſelves 
Treaſures upon Earth, where the 
Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where Thieves break through and 
ſteal; but lay up for your ſelves 
Treaſures in Heaven, where net- 
ther Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, 
and where Thieves do not break 
through and ſteal. St. Mat. 6. 
I9, 20. Arg 

I renounce, O Lord, all inordi- 
nate Affections to the things of this 
World, which are fading in their 
Nature, and liable to innumerable 


Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 


on the Enjoyments of thy Kingdom, 
which are eyerlaſting, and prepare 


my 


| 
$ \ 
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my ſelf for them, by doing good to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

3. I hatſoever ye would that 
Men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do 
unto them, for this is the Lawand 
the Prophets. St. Mat. 7. 12. 

Let this Golden Rule, O Lord. 

overn all my Actions, let me re- 
he the Neceſſities of my Fellow- 
Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expect 
Support if I were in their Circum- 
ſtances : This is moreover the beſt 
Expreſſion of my Love to him, 
wherein thou haſt made fo great a 
part of Religion to conſiſt. 

4. Not every one that ſaith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, bit 
he that doth the Will of my Fa. 
ther which is in Heaven. St. Mat. 
7. 21. | 

We are happy upon any Terms, 
O Bleſſed 3 0 . into 


thy Kingdom; the Belief of thy ho- 
ly Doctrine ſhall appear in my Life 
and Converſation, and J will uſe all 


the 
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the means of Grace thou haſt eſta- 
bliſhed, in order to purifie my cor- 
rupt Nature, and to enable me to do 
the Will of thy heavenly Father. 

5 Lacchens ſtood fürth and ſaid 
unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the 
half of my Goods give to the Poor, 
and if I have done any wrong to 
any Man, I reſtore fourfold. St. 
Luke 19. 6. 

I amreſolved, O Lord, to perfect 
my Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
right Owner, whatever I unjuſtly 
poſſeſs, by making Satisfaction to 
thoſe J have any ways wronged, 
and by ſnewing Mercy to the Poor, 
which will entitle me to thy Mercy, 
O Lord, when 1 ſtand moſt in need 
of it. 


6. Who goeth to warfare at any 


time at his own charge? who plan- 
teth aVineyard, and eateth not of 
the fruit thereof? who feedeth a 
Flock, and eateth not of the Milk 

of the Flock? 1 Cor. 9. 7. 
May thy Officers, O Lord. in their 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual warfare, be always ſupport. 


ed, may the Husbandmen of thy 
Vineyard be plentifully rewarded, 
and may the Paſtors of thy Flock 
receive abundant recompence for 
all their Care and Pains. 

7. 1f we have ſownunto you ſpi. 


ritual things, is it a great matter 


if we ſball reap your word!) 
things? 1 Cor. 9. 11. 

Grant that I may always reve- 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they have 
a peculiar Relation to thee; that 1 
may ſincerely love them, and cheer- 
fully provide for theirMaintenance, 
becauſe of thoſe great Benefits I re- 
ceive from their Adminiſtrations. 

8. Do you not know, that they 
who miniſter about holy things, live 
of the Sacrifice, and they who wait 
at the Altar, are Partakers with 
the Altar; even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they who preach the 
Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


I Cor. 9. 13, 14. 


le 


Under the legal Diſpenſation thou Þ'* 
didit 


ey 


vel 


att 
ith 
d 
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didſt particularly, O Lord, provide 
for thy Hoy Ones. Under the Go- 
ſpel thou haſt declared thy Labou- 
rers worthy of their Hire. Let 
me religiouſly obſerve what thou 
haſt ordained, that I may never 


; {deprive them of their juſt Rights by 


any facrilegious Encroachments , 
but be ready always to contribute 
to their comfortable Subſiſtence. 

9. He that ſoweth little, ſhall 
reap little, and he that ſoweth 
plenteonfly ſhall reap plenteouſly : 


Let every one do according as he 


is diſpoſed in his Heart, not grudg- 
mely, or of neceſſity ; for God lov- 
eth @ chearful given. 2 Cor. 9. 
KF. 

In my Diſtributions to thy Mini- 
ſters and to the poor Members of 
thy Body, let, O Lord, the willing- 
nels of my Mind, and the largeneſs 
of the Gift recommend the Offer- 
ing; that I may never confine my 
{elf to the narroweſt meaſures, but 
rather exerciſe Self-denial in order 


ro 
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to relieve them ; for thy Bounty, 
which ſuffers not the leaſt Service 
to loſe its Reward, will more abun- 
dantly recompence our larger Cha- 
rities. 

ro. Let him that is taught in the 
Word, miuiſtemuuto him that teach. 
eth in all good things: Be not de- 
cerved, God is not mocked, for 
whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that 
ſhall be reap. Gal. 6. 6, 7. 

Thou haſt, O Lord, rejoiced the 
Heart of thy Servant, with the 
Knowledge of thy heavenly Truth; 
as I deſire to render praiſe to thy 
Goodnels for this great Bleſſing, ſo 
I defire to be thankful to the In- 
ſtruments of this thy fayour, that 
their Lives may be made caſie and 
comfortable, whom thou haſt or- 
dained for Men in things pertain- 
ing to thy elf. 

11. V hile we have time, let 11s 
do good unto all Men, eſpecially un- 
to them who are of the Houjhold 
of Faith. Gal. 6. 10. 


Make 
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| Make me, O Lord, ready to em- 
» Þ brace all Occaſions of doing good to 
all Men, becaule they are thy Crea- 
tres; bur let the Members of the 
ſame Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians 
„particularly, ſhare in my Benefi- 
cence; for they are the peculiar Ob- 
] ects of thy Mercy and Tendernels. 
„ 12. Godlneſs is great Riches, if 
ta Man be content with that he 
bath; for we brought nothing into 
e Nhe World, neither may we carry 
e any thing out. 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7. 
; Our Happineſs, O Lord, conſiſts 
y £ oor in our Abundance, bur in the 
o £ dilcharge of a good Conſcience to- 
- | wards God and Man, and in Sub- 
it miſſion ro thy holy Will. Let that 
d | be my Care which will laſt for ever, 
r- and not the periſhing things of this 
1- | Lite, which Death will certainly 
ſtrip me of. 
* I3. Charge them whoarerich in 
„ | this I, CES that they be ready to 
give, and glad todiſtribute; laying 
up in ſlore for themſelves a good 
ke foundation 
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foundation againſt the time to come, 


that they may attain eternal Life 
2 Tim. 6. 17, 16, 19. 

O my God. as Ienjoy large effects 
of thy Bounty, ſo grant that I may 
rejoice the heart of my poor Neigh. 
bours, by a plentiful diſtribution; 
this will make my Wealth a true 
Bleſſing in this World, and through 
thy infinite Mercy ſecure the Hap- 
pineſs of the next. 

14. God is not unrighteons, that 
he will forget your works and 
labour that proceedeth of Love, 
which Love you have ſhewed for 
his Name ſake, who have mint 


ftred unto the Saints, and yet di 


miniſter. Heb. 6. 10. 

There is no Merit in our bcſt 
Works, O Lord, but we hope for a 
Reward from thy Goodneſs which 
hath Proms, and from thy Truth 
which will perform it. Let but 
Love animate our Offerings, and 
we are aſſured thou will caſt a fa- 
vourable Eye towards them. 

15. To 
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15. To do good, and to diſtribute, 


forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices 
God 7s well pleaſed. Heb. 13. 16. 

DoIknow Sacrifices, O my God, 
that will pleaſe thee, and {hall I not 
offer them? O how happy doſt 
thou make thy poor Creatures, in 
putting it into their Power to do an 
thing that is acceptable to thee! I 
will readily catch at every Oppor- 
tunity of doing good to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men, for therein is 
thy Delight. 

16. Whoſo hath this World's 
goods, and ſeeth his Brother have 
need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 


from him, how awelleth the Love 


of God in him? 1 St. John. 3. 17. 
In vain I pretend to love thee, O 
my God, if my neceſſitous Brother 
finds not the effect of it. Thy Provi- 
dence has made him the Object of 
my Charity, and thou haſt thereby 
conſulted my N Good, in gi- 
ving me thereby an Occaſion to te- 
ſtifie the Truth of my Love towards 
thee F 17. Give 
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17. Give Alms of thy Goods, and 
never turnthy Face from any poor 
Man, and then the Face of the 
Lord ſhall not be turned from 
tbee. Tobit 4. 7. 

I am undone, O Lord, except 
thou lookeſt upon me with an Eye 
of Mercy ; therefore I will regard 
the Cry of the Poor, becauſe the 
Mercitul ſhall obtain Mercy. 

18. Be merciful after thy pots. 
er; if thou haſt much, give ples 
teoufly; if thou haſt little, do thy 
diligence gladly to give of that 
little ; for ſo gathereſt thou a good 
reward in the day of neceſity. 
Tob. 4. 8, 9. 

"Tis fit, O Lord, that thou who 


Hom me all, ſhould'ſt be acknow- 
edged witha proportionable ſharc: 
and yet ſo great is thy Goodneſs. 
that thou rewardeſt the ſmall Re- 
turns we are able to make with com- 
fort and ſupport in the Day of nececl- 


ſity, and in the Hour of Death. 


19. He that hath pity on the 
Poor, 
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poor, lendeth to the Lord; and d 
what he layeth out, it ſhall be paid 
him again. Prov. 19. 17. 

What haſt thou not done, O 
Lord, to provoke me to good 
Works? thou condeſcendeſt to be 
a Debtor to thine own Creatures, 
and I ſhould be juſtly counted worte 
than a Brute, could I refuſe to lend 
upon ſuch advantageous Terms. 

20. Bleſſed is the Man that pro- 
videth for the Sick and Necdy, the 
Lord ſhall deliver him in the time 
of Trouble. Pal. 41. I. 

Tis thy Bleſſing, O Lord, alone, 
that can make us happy ; let me ne- 
ver be ſo much wanting to my elf. 
as to neglect thoſe means thou haſt 
preſcribed in order to attain it. 


While the Miniſter reads theſe Ex- 
hortations to Charity, the Communi- 
cants make their Offerings, which 


- | ought. to be done with a ſhort Prayer 


tor God's Acceptance. 


F 2 A PRrav- 


112 DtEvoT1oNs fo; 


A Praver when we offer our 


Alis. 


Acknowledge, O Lord, that all 

I poſſeſs is the Effect of thy 
Bounty; it is from thee J have re- 
ceived it, and to thy holy Name 
be the Glory. Accept of this Free- 
will Offering of my Hands, as a 
Teſtimony of thy Right to all 1 
enjoy, and as an Exerciſe of that 
Love and Charity to my neceſſi- 
tous Brethren, which thou requi- 
reſt, and art pleaſed to take as done 
to thy ſelf. O my God, I am re- 
ſolved to prefer my Duty beforc 
any temporal Satisfaction, becauſe 
thy Favour is better than Life; I 
will dedicate a part of thoſe good 
things thou haſt beſtowed upon 
me to relieye the Poor, becauſe 
thou haſt made it an Evidence 
of my Love to thee. And grant 
that all my Alms-deeds may be per- 
form'd with ſuch Purity and Inten- 
tion 


2 
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tion of Mind, and with ſuch a Pro- 
portion to what thou haſt given me, 
that they may be acceptable in thy 
ſight, thro rhe Merits of JeſusChriſt 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Ofertory is finiſhed, the 
Prieſt deſires God to accept of ourAlms, 
and of thoſe Oblations of Bread and 
Wine which he is now about to conſe- 
crate, whereby they may become to us 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt; in which 
we are to join with the greater Fer- 
vour, becauſe we are ſo particularly 
concerned in the Acceptance of the ho- 
ly Gifts. And at this time it is that we 
exerciſe another ſort of Charity, by offe- 
ring up our Interceſſions for the Church 
militant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 
of Men, that God would be pleaſed to 
hear us for them, by virtue of the Sa- 
crifice of his Son which we are about 
to commemorate. And we now thank 
God for all his Servants departed this 
Life in his Faith and Fear, becauſe it is 
by virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they will 
obtain their perfect Conſummation and 
Bliſs. How conformable this is to the 
Practice of the ancient Church, is well 

F 3 known 
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known to thoſe who are skilled in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 

While the Prieſt ſays the Exhortation 
and the Invitation, we ſhould ſtand 
with great Reverence, and attend to 
thoſe Advantages which he declarcs to 
be the Portion of worthy Communi- 
cants, and comfort our ſelves with our 


pious Reſolutions againſt the Dangers 


thoſe incur that receive unworthily ; 
and at the ſame time look inward upon 
our ſelves, to ſee how far we come up 
to the Qualifications of thoſe that are 
invited to draw nigh, and to receive 
with Comfort. 

We muſt make our Confeſſion, which 
follows next, in the humbleſt Poſture 
of kneeling, repeating the Words aftec 
the Miniſter with great Sorrow of Heart 
for the many heinous Offences we have 
been guilty of, and muſt be ſure that the 
inward Senſe of our Minds anſwer the 
Propriety of thoſe expreflions which the 
Church puts into ourMouths,that while 
we draw near unto God with our Lips, 
our Hearts may not be far from him. 

When the Abſolution is pronounced, 
we mult keep our felves in great Si- 
tence; and in an humble Poſture, while 
we 
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we are han, ſo great a Bleſſing. 
For here we muſt not repeat the Words 
after the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pecu- 
liar part of the Prieſtly Office to ab- 
ſolve. It is in ſome Places the Cuſtom 
to pronounce an Amen in a low tone, 
after every Sentence of the Abſoluti- 
on; however, we- muſt be ſure at the 
end of it, to offer up an hearty Amer, 
that God would be pleaſed to confirm in 
Heaven what he has given his Miniſtcrs 
Authority to pronounce on Earth. 

After the Alſolution, the Church has 
provided us with ſome choice Portions 
of Scripture, to beget in us a lively Faith 
and firm Perſuaſion of God's Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs towards penitent Sinners, 
to the end that their Hopes may be re- 
vived, and that the Comfort of the Ab- 
ſolution may be confirmed to them. 

They are generally read with fo great 
a Pauſe between them, that the Commu- 
nicants may have leiſure to make ſome 
ſhort reflections upon them, which may 
be done in the following manner: 


Come unto me all that travel and 
are heavy laden, and T wilt refreſh 
n. St. Mat. 11. 28. 

| F 4 mm 
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In Obedience to thy Call, O Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, I approach unto thee! l 
muſt confeſs the Senſe of my many 
and great Follies oppreſs me and 
cover me with Confuſion ; but thy 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſtore 
Joy and Gladneſs to my Soul. 

So God loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Jon, that 
all that believe in him ſhould not 
periſh but have everlaſting Life. 
St. John 3. 16. | 

No greater Evidence of thy Love, 
O Lord, can be deſired than the Sa- 
crifice of thy Son; O] qualify my 
Soul to receive the Benefit of it by 
a firm and immoveable Faith in the 
Merits of his Death, that I may 
eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my Sins 
deſerve, and obtain that Salvation 
thou haſt graciouſly promiſed. 

This is atrue Saying, and wor- 
thy of all Men to be received, that 
Chriſt Je ſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners. 1 Tim. 1. 15. 

A moſt bleſſed and joyful Truth 
which 
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which I will firmly believe, becauſe 
revealed from above. Thou, O bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, wert made manifeſt to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and 
to releaſe me from the Punithment 
due to my Sins; let my true Re- 
pentance make me a fit Object of 
thy Mercy, and then, even my Sins 
ſhall not deprive me of the Hopes 
of thy Favour. 

If any Man ſin we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous, and he ts 
the Propitiation for our Lins. 
1 St. John 2. 1. 

Bleſſed God! who haſt not left 
us without a Remedy, when our 
ſpiritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 
I will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 
ſince the immaculate Jeſus inter- 
cedes for me: Let the Merit of his 
Sufferings plead for the Acceptance: 
of my penitential Sorrow, and con- 
vey to me Strength and Power to- 
lerye thee better for rhe time to 
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We have been hitherto employed in 
hearing our Duty, exerciſing our Cha- 
rity, profeſſing our Repentance, and 
ſtrengthening our Faith in the Good- 
neſs of God. We are now called upon 
to praiſe him, and to It up ou, Hearts 
to him: which made ſo conſtant a part 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the an- 
cient Liturgics agree in this Form, 
which our Church retains. And in- 
deed when our Conſciences are eaſcd 
by R-pentance, and quieted by Pardon, 
we have great reaſon joyfully to ac- 
knowledge the Bounty of our Bene- 
factor. And this Exhortation had not 
only a reſpect to the Duty of Praiſe, 
but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing ot 
all worldly Thoughts, that we may 
the better fix our Minds upon the ho- 
ly Myſteries. It is the Chriſtians Hoc 
age, that calls them to attend with 
great Seriouſneſs and Devotion upon 
the ſolemn Service they are engaged 
in; and therefore we mult take care, 
when we declare with our Lips, that 
we lift up our Hearts to the Lord, that 
we be ſincere in our Profeſſion. Then 
follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts in an 
acknowledgment of our own Unwor- 

thineſs 
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thineſs to approach God's Table, and in 
imploring his Divine Aſſiſtance. At- 
ter this comes the Prayer of Conſecra- 
tion, the moſt ancient and eflential 
part of this Euchariſtical Worſhip, be- 
cauſe it is by the Prayer and Authority 
of God's lawful Miniſter, that the Of- 
ferings of Bread and ine become to us 
S1nbols of the Body and Blood of Chrilt. 
We onght now with great Devotion to 
join in thoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers 
op, to the end that the Elements of Bread 
and Wine may be invigorated with the 
divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. Weſhould attend to the Actions, 
of breaking the Bread, and pouring out 
the Wine, with proper Meditations ; 
and when the Conſecration is finiſhed, 
it will be very fit to expreſs our Admi- 
ration and Thankfulneſs for the divine 
Nourtſhment provided for us. 


A Payr fmmecliately after 
Conſecration. 

Ccept, O Eternal God, of that 

Repreſentation we make be- 


fore thee of that All-luffticient Sa- 
F 6 crifice 
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crifice which thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Croſs: 
Let the Merit of it plead effectual. 
ly for the Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
of all my Sins, and render thee fa- 
vourable and propitious to me, a 
miſerable Sinner; let the Power of 
it prevail againſt all the Pbwers of 
Darkneſs; let the Wiſdom of it 
make me wile unto Salvation, and 
let the Peace of it reconcile me to 
thee, and bring to me Peace of Con- 
ſcience. 

I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, my 
Redeemer, who did{t endure the 
painful and ſhameful Death of the 
Croſs, to recover me from a State 
of Sin and Milcry ; I admire thine 
infinite Condeſcenſion, who wert 
pleaſed to be made miſerable, that 
{ might be made happy; poor, 
that I might be enriched ; and 
didſt die, that I might live for 
ever. With all my Soul, O dear 


Jeſus, I love and praiſe thee for 
theſe ſtupendous Expreſſions of thy 


Bounty 
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Bounty and Goodneſs towards me; 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, have Mercy 
upon me; O Lamb of God, that 
takeſt away the Sins of the World, 


grant me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 
Jeſus, Amen. 


APrAYER before Recerving 
the Conſecrated. Bread. 


Conſiſting of* Confeſſion, and im- 
Ploring Pardon. 


I. 
Lmighty and Everlaſting 
God, I deſire to humble 
my ſelf before thee, under the 
Senſe of thoſe many and heinous 
Sins which I have been guilty of 
againſt thy Divine Majeſty, in 
Thought, Word, and Decd. 

I confeſs with Sorrow and Con- 
fuſion of Face, that I have too of- 
ten neglected the Duties of Religi- 
on, which is the great and impor- 

b rant 
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tant Concern of my Life; and when I ni 
I haye performed them, I have not I S! 
| exerciſed that Fervour of Spirit, ¶ th 
| that Intenſeneſs of Mind, which I th 
” tuch holy Services require from 
me. th 
= I havenot been ſufficiently thank- N 
| ful for the continued Effects of thy NW. 
| Goodneſs and Bounty towards me; I Cc 
neither have I received the afflict- 
ing Diſpenſations of thy Providence || Cr 
with that Patience and Submiſſion bo 
| which is due to that infinite Wit- Jan 
dom from whence they proceed. Jil 
I have not preſerved ſuch a Senſe £2al 
| © of my Follies and Infirmities, as Jug 
| ought to have inſpired a mean and 
| low Opinion of my ſelf, and ro have cal 
made me ready to condeſcend to the fing 
loweſt Offices for the Service of my Im) 
| Fellow Chriſtians. Id 
| I haye not ſet a ſufficient Guard Pat! 
upon my Senſes, ſo that my Eyes th) 
and Ears have been inſtrumental in 
defiling and polluting my Soul; | | 
and even the Comforts and Conve- Pc 
| niencies 
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niencies of Life have been made a 
Snare, by indulging Pleaſure more 
than that End and Deſign tor which 
they were beſtowed. 

I have had a greater regard to 
the Faſhion and Cuſtom of the 
World, than to that Sincerity 
which thou requireſt in all my 
Converſation. 

I have too often impaired the 
Credit and Reputation of my Neigh- 
bour, by diſcovering his Faults 
and Infirmities, and have too ea- 
ity liſten'd to thoſe Slanders a- 
gainſt him which bad Men have 
luggeſted. 

have not erabraced all thoſe Oc- 
caſions thou haſt offered me, of do- 
ing good to the Souls and Bodies of 
my Fellow Chriſtians, neither have 
diſcharged with due Care thoſe re- 
ative Offices in the Station wherein 
thy Providence has placed me. 

II. 

I am aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at my 
ſooliſh Raſhneſs, when I reflect 1 55 

enact 
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that Dread Majeſty which I haye 
provoked : | | 

I deteſt and abhor my Ingratitude, 
when I conſider the infinite Kind- 
neſs of that bountiful Father which 
I have offended ; 

I condemn and accuſe my unac- 
countable Stupidity, when I recol- 
lect that miſerable Slavery and Bon- 
dage which I have preferred be- 
fore the perfect Freedom of thy 


Service. 


Iabhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes; 
and if thou, O Lord, hadſt dealt wich 
me according to my deſerving, in- 
ſtead of approaching thy Altar with 
hopes of Acceptance, I might have 
been ſpending a ſad Eternity, under 
remedileſs Pains and Miſery. 

But there is Forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou may'ſt be feared ; 
and thou haſt declared thy Mercy 
above all thy Works. 

The ineſtimable Sacrifice of thy 
Son, which thou haſt provided for 
us, ſufficiently aſſures me of thy 


readineis 
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readineſs ro admit me to terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation. 

Oh let thy infinite Mercy and 
Compaſſion receive me in the Qua- 
lity of a penitent 1 gw whom 
thy great Patience has born with 
as a Sinner. 

I am heartily ſorry I have offen- 
ded thee ; I deteſt my Sins, becauſe 
they are diſpleaſing ro thee, who 
art infinite Goodnels. i | 

I am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Grace, to return nomore to 
Folly, to ayoid all Occaſions of E- 
vil, and to live better for the'time 
to come. 

I intreat thee therefore, by 
the Merit of thy Son's Blood, 
the Price of my Redemption , 
that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 
releaſe me from the Guilt of all 
my Sins: 

Let that immaculate and pure Sa- 
crifice, which he offered upon the 
Croſs, and which by thy good Pro- 
vidence I now commemorate, be 


eftectual 
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effectual for my Pardon and For.ſllicy 
givencls. fav 
I know my many and great Sins I 
are juſt matter of Fear and Dejec-WSou 
tion of Spirit, but I will hope inſſtho 
thy Mercics which are bonndlcisFlnel 
and infinite. dro 
The Senſe of my own Unwort 1 
thineſs would ſink me into Defpair, to 
did I not reflect upon thine infinite Ea. 
Goodnels, and that precious Bloodfabu 


which was ſhed to purchaſe Re-fſpbl 
demption for me. 


III. | out 
Thus ſupported, O Lord, I op-ſthc 
proach this Chriſtian Sacrifice; hd 
I come as a ſick Man to theVÞel 
great Phyſician of Life, I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, to cure my Infir- Nic 
muiries z;. O1 
come as a polluted Wretch to ther. 
Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, Fin-] 
treat thee, all my Uncleanneſs: t 
I come as a returning pxodigalſtri 
Child to his tender and compaſito-Fl 
nate Father, O receive me, mw re- 
ieve 
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or-flicye me, and revive me by thy 
Fayour. 
ins I come as a blind Man to the 
cc · Pource of eternal Brightnels, do 
1nihou, O Lord enlighten my Dark- 
el neſs, that I may behold the won- 
drous things of thy Law. 
or come as a poor frail Creature 
ir, to the great Lord of Heaven and 
lite Earth, ſupply my Wants, and do 
odlabundantly more for me than I am 
de · ble to ask or think. 
Let me not only receive the 
dutward and viſible Signs, but 
ap- the inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
he Body and Blood of thy Son 
he eſus Chriſt ; 
cli} That ſo all carnal Affections may 
if ie in me, and that all things be- 
onging to the Spirit may live and 
hefſerow in me; 
in-] That I may have Power and 
trength to have Victory, and to 
galſtriumph againſt the World, the 
O-fleſh, and the Devil: 
e. And alſo may be endued with all 
ve {uch 
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ſuch heavenly Virtue, which arghaſt 
pleaſing to thee, and which tho ov 
wilt eternally reward, for the McÞor | 
rit of thy Son's Death, to whom L. 
with the Father and the HolyGhoſt ſeri 
be all Honour and Glory, Worldſhatr 
without end. Amen. 180 


Another PR AER before rece:- 
ding the Conſecrated Bread. 


Conſiſting of Petitions for the Vir. G 
tue of a Chriſtian Life. ou 


I. Ly: 

OST merciful and gracious | 
God, who of thy great Good Ne 
neſs didſt give thy Son Jeſus Chriſtfon 
to take upon him our Nature, andppec 
to humble himſelf to Death, even I 
the Death of the Croſs; Nc 
I belcech thee by his infinite Con- Ni. 
deſcenſion, by his perfect Obedi- | 
ence, and by his meritorious Sut-Fo 


ferings; not only to pardon my Ne 
paſt 
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paſt Sins, but to endue me with 
oufower and Strength to reſiſt them 
IcFor the time to come. 
Let the Virtue of theſe holy My- 
cries repleniſh me with ſuch ſuper- 
atural Gifts and Graces of thy Ho- 
y Spirit, as may enable me not only 
o act conformable to the Light of 
y own Mind, but oy make me 
cadily obey thy heavenly Motions, 
nd conſtantly follow the Suggeſti- 
ns of thy Holy Inſpiration. 
rj Give mea zealous Senſe of Piety 
owards thee my gracious Lord and 
dovereign, and to all thy ſacred and 
livine Myſteries. | 
dug Ler me reveren-e thy Word and 
od. Morſhip, and all Things and Per- 
riſtſons dedicated and devoted to thy 
ndſpcculiar Service. 
en Let me ſubmit to all the Afflictions 
hou ſhalt think fit to lay upon me 
on- rich Patience and with Meeknels. 
di-} Let me truſt to thy Providence 
ut-fo ſupply me under all Dangers and 


ny Neceſſities; 
aſt And 


I, | JD 
SS op * 
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And let me thankfully acækno Po. 
lodge thy Bounty in all thoſe gooqng 


things which thou ſo freely halt be} 7 
{towed upon me. al 
II. en 

Give me, O Lord, that d:zv:;Ahe 


ii ſalom which propoſes the plcaſhy 
ſing thee, as the End and Aim of ao 
my Actions, and which directs tion 
all thoſe Means which thou hang 
graciouſly eſtabliſhed for the workPey 
ing out my Salvation; 2 
T hat my precious time may not bſpf © 
employed in hunting after Trifleqqpo 
that my natural Talents may not bÞrat 
buried and drowned in brutith SemPan 
ſuality, that my Study may not biny 
Vanity, nor my Labour Folly; JJ 
But that framing a Right JudgPro! 
ment in all things, I may fix m. 
Mind upon thole Pleaſures which 
are at thy Right Hand, which arfhy 
permanent and durable ; Prac 
And that the great Care and Buſif 1 
neſs of my Life may be to obtaiſſ!!n 
thy Favour, who art the ſovereigſnay 
a Good 
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Wood of my Soul, and the ſatisfy- 
"Sg Centre of all my Deſires. 
x To this end inure me to ſpiri- 

al Objects by conſtant and fer- 
cent Prayer, by entertaining my 
Yr houghts with pious Meditations, 
caþy reading and hearing thy Holy 
Nord with Reverence and Atten— 
tFion, and by frequently approach- 
nog thy Altars, with Humility and 
evotion. 
And above all, let a conſtant Fear 
tbÞf offending my good God, put me 
leqppon my Guard, and make me 
t batchful amidſt thoſe imminent 
zerPangers that ſurround me in this 
t boy Pilgrimage on Earth. 

Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the 
dg roud, and givelt Grace to the Low- 
my. endue me with the Virtue of 
hicl!e Humility, the Model of which 
1 arty only Son traced out for the 
Practice of the Faithful ; 

Zusi That I may have a juſt Senſe of 
tail my Weakneſſes and Follies, and 
eigſnay readily ſubmit to the meaneſt 
fol! | | Othces 


132 DE VvOTIO&NS for 


Offices for the Welfare and Beneſi Co 
of my Fellow Chriſtians; f | 
That I may reſtrain all immodcY \ 
rate Deſires of Honour, by doingFhe' 
nothing thro” Strife and Vain- glory ca 
And that I may never exalt ms 
ſelf upon the account of any Ada 
vantage I enjoy of Body or Mingttc 
above others, by remembring tha Lc 
it is not the effect of my Merit, bund 
of thy infinite Goodneſs and diſtings tr 
guiſhing Mercy. Jari 
O] deliver me from the Slaverſeſs 
and Dominion of Pride, whic L 
threw Angels from Heaven, anf hi. 
drove Man out of Paradiſe, whicPur: 
produces ſo much Evil and Tore, 
ment wherever it reſides, anfſicre 
which, above all, is ſo hateful iguly 
thy ſight. ce 
III. Le 
Grant, O Lord, that I may qurn 
thee above all things, who art inffay 
nitely perfect in thy own Nature ;Jion 
That I may deſire thee above afith 
things, who art full of Mercy an 
Compaſſio 
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fCompaſſion towards the Children 
f Men: 
je Whom is there in Heaven bur 
ngFhee ? and whom upon Earth that 
y can deſire in Comparifon of thee ? 
ns the Hart thiiſteth after the 
\(YVater-Brooks, ſo let my Soul long 
inFftcr thee, O God. 
hal Let the Allurements of the World, 
buyynd the Enjoyments of Senle appear 
tings trifling Entertainments, in com- 
ariſon of the Pleaſure and Happi- 
erſzeſs of ſerving thee, and doing good. 
ich Let the Difficulties and Dangers 
anFbich I mect with in the way of my 
1icÞPury, be ſo far from diſcouraging 
Pope, that they may raiſe my Spirits, 
anſicreale my Reſolution, and ſerve 
| iguly to make the Pleaſure of loving 
ce more intenſe and perfect. 
Let the divine Flame of thy Love 
logpra fo bright in my Soul, that it 
inffay free my Mind from all vile Affe- 
re ;fions, and influence all my Actions 
re afith a careful Obſervance of thy 
an | G Holy 
fo 


— —— 
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Holy Laws, and farther eyidencgan« 
its Sincerity by diligently conſultYTr 
ing the Temporal and Spiritual ' 
ay v5 of my Neighbour. 01 

O! ler it ſuppreſs all the bitte « 
Effects of Envy, that I may compaſſtur 
ſionate his Misfortunes, and rejoic 
in all the good things thou art pleaſing 
ed to beſtow upon him : ny 

That I may be tender of his Remy 
putation, and Fr ra, it by raſfpeſ 
Cenfures, nor diminiſh it by the “ 
lation of his real Infirmities : y 

That Imay guard my Heart fropy 
ſecretly repining at his Proſperityſa t 
or triumphing in his Calamity : | 

That I may ſet a Watch upd C 
the Door of my Lips, that I mae 
ſpeak no Evil concerning him, nqpbo! 
uttter any Words of DetraCtion:| 1 

That it may quiet and appcaþe | 
the furious boiling of Anger in mſjinc 
Mind, by making me patient aiirſt 
meek under all Provocations, bfhe 
diſpoſing me to forgive Offenc 7 

a 


„„ 


acQand to return Silence to all injurious 
t rreatment: 
ua] That ic may conquer worldly 
orrow which worketh Death, by 
tes comfortable Expectation of fu- 
paſture Happinels: 
ich That it may expel Malice by do- 
calling good, that it may ſtrengthen 
ny Weakneſs by Fortitude, cure 
Raqny Deſpair by Hope, my Liſtleſſ- 
raſſſnels by ſpiritual Exerciſes ; 
And reſtrain the Wandrings of 
y Mind towards unlawful things, 
roſpy being ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
itſſin the Work of the Lord. 
* BY IV. 
pol Give me, O Lord, a ſober Abſti- 
maſrence, that J may know how to 
nqbound, and how to want: 
n: Thar my fleſhly Appetites may 
xaþe kept under ſtrict Government, 
mince the indulging of them by our 
arfirſt Parents brought Death into 
bythe World: 
ne That they may always obſerve 
G 2 their 


which are acceptable in thy ſight. 
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their due bounds, by adminiſtring to 


[ a 
the Neceſſities of Life, and never the 


lupport and encourage Luxury, 
which is boundlcis and infinite, 
which brings forth Scurrility andftill 
Immodeſty, which depreſſes theſſihe 
Soul, and renders it unapt for ipi-Ws,y 


col 
anc 


ritual Enjoyments. 

Make me ſo mindful of that ſtriq 7 
account I mult give of all my Actiongſin « 
at the dreadful Tribunal, that itJor 
may mortifie all Inclinations, and 
Temptations to ſinful Pleaſures; N 

And ſtir me up to Zeal and Dili? 


. - - pf a 
gence in performing all thoſe thing... 


In order to attain theſe bleſicd, 
Ends, O Lord, 1 approach to th 
Holy Table, that I may grow i 
Grace, and may be enabled toimi{ 
tate the ſuffering Virtues of the cru 
cified Jeſus. | 


Grant therefore, moſt mercitutn 
God, that the receiving the s bo Ire: 
bols of his Body and Blood, whiclpbur 

I a1 
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OFT am about to partake of, may by 
the Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, 
conform me to his divine Image; 
© Hand make me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, 
till thou takeſt me finally to enjoy 
belthee, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed 
PlESaviour and Redcemer. Amen, 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſed 
nein our Pews before we go up to the 
ommunion Table, When the Com- 
unicants are but few, and we have 
ot time to enlarge our Devotions, we 
nay comprehend the devout Aﬀections 
It a worthy Receiver in the following 
Morter Prayer. 
Ul #4 

n {/PravrR before Recerving the 
il Conſecrated Elements, 
mi | : 
ori OST gracious God, who of 

| thy infinite Mercy halt giy- 
fu thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to be our 
ympreat High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 
1ichþur Souls, who did offer up him- 
al G 3 {elf 


| 
2 
| 
' 
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ſelf ro thee a pure and immacnlateſſ , . 
Sacrifice upon the Crols for us mi- thi 
ſerable Sinners, who has given us" 
his Fleſh to cat, and his Blood to ho! 
drink, in a myſtical manner; and) 
haſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spirit, 
that as often as we cat that Bread, pal 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew forth. 
the Lord's Death till his comin®® 
again. 
I humbly beſeech thee therefore k 
by the Merits of his Blood, the great Wit 
Price of our Redemption ; 00 

I intreat thee by his wonderfi to 
and ineffable Charity, where witlſ dis 
he has vouchſafed to love us unwor g 
thy Creatures, at ſo great a rate Sac 
that thou would'ſt be pleaſed td f 
waſh me in his Blood from all my? 
Sins, which make me unworthy tc for 
partake of theſe holy Myſteries: ple 

Let my Repentance be hearty 


and ſincere, and expreſs it ſelf in al anc 


the Circumſtances of holy Obedi "x 


ence for the time to com. 
Tho 
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Thou alone our of an unclean 
ching canſt bring a clean; of a 
wretched Sinner make me therefore 
holy and righteous. 

ad Thou art the Fountain of Mer- 
cy, ſhut not up thy Bowels of Com- 
paſſion towards me. 

Thou art the great Phyſician of 
Souls, diſplay thy Power in my 
Health and Recovery. 

Let me approach thy Holy Table 
with Reverence and Devotion, that 
no vile Affections may hinder me 
fulfrom receiving the Benefits of this 
idivine Nouriſhment. 
or Let me celebrate this Chriſtian 
ro oacrifice with Purity of Heart, and 

td right Intention of Mind, that I 
may obtain all thole Advantages 
ichor Which thou wert gracioutly 
.. {pleaſed to eſtabliſh it. 

Let me entirely reſign my Soul 
alland Body to be a reaſonable, holy, 
od; and lively Sacrifice unto thee ; for 

thou haſt the juſteſt Claim to me, 
10 | G 4 ſince 
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ſince the bleſſed Jeſus has purchat- 
ed me at the Price of his own 
Blood. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may con- 
ſtantly endeavour to make ſome 
Proficiency in all the Virtues of the 
Chriſtian Life; becauſe the bleſſed 
Jeſus has obtained for me, by the 
Merits of his Sufferings, the Grace 
and Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, 


to work in me both to will and to 


do thy good Pleaſure. | 
Make me ready to be reconciled 

to all thoſe that have offended me, 
becauſe when we were Enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the 
Death of his Son : h 

Let me embrace all my poor Bre- 
thren with ſincere Love and Chari- 
ty, and contribute all I can to the 
relief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Members, 
becauſe he thought not his Life too 
dear, nor his Blood too precious to 
redeem me from a State of Bondage 
and Slavery. 


Strengthen 


al. 
vn 


Ve 
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Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch 
a Manner by this ſpiritual Food, 
that I may ſucceſsfully encounter 
all the Attacks of my ſpiritual 
Enemies. 

Suppreſs in me the Spirit of Pride 

and Vain-Glory, of Envy and De- 
traction, of Unclcannels and In- 
temperance, or of any Diſtruſt and 
Diffidence of thy Mercy. 
May all Temptations to theſe Of- 
fences againſt thy Holy Laws be 
overcomeby thatPower which thou 
ſhalt be pleaſed ro communicate to 
me in this Holy Sacrament; 

And may all thoſe Evils which 
the Craft and Subrilty of che De- 
vil or Man worketh againſt me, be 


brought to nought : 


That, being outwardly and in- 
wardly fortified by the Aſſiſtance of 
thy Grace, Imay preſs towards the 
Mark for the Prize of the High 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; 
when I ſhall enjoy thee no longer 

8 in 
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in Myſtery, which is our Lot and 
Portion here below ; but ſee thee 
Face to Face, and be eternally {a 
tisfied with the Pleaſures of thy 
Kingdom, in and through the Me. 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt our only Media. 
tor and Adyocate. Amen. 


hen the Prieſt approaches ty 
delider the Conſecrated Bread, 


Ome, O Lord! and make no 
long tarrying, O my God! 

I am not worthy thou ſhould' 
enter under my Roof; but, Lord, 
be merciful to me a Sinncr. 

I long for thy Salvation, O! fa- 
tisfie me with thy Likeneſs. 

I open my Heart to thee, O 
come unto me, and abide with me, 
and powerfully ſupport me in all 
Trials and Temptations, when ! 
moſt need thy Help. Amen. 


+ 
A PRAYER 
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ef PRA VER after Recerving the 


las Conſecrated Bread. 


le. 3 be thy Holy Name, O 
Lord Jeſus, for this thy ineſti- 

mable Gift, for this Comfort thou 

haſt left me in this Vale of Tears. 

As long as I live will I praiſe 
thee; as long as I have any being, 
Iwill moſt thankfully acknowledge 
this thy Bounty and Goodnels to 
the Children of Men. 

Thou haſt given me thy precious 
Body to be the Food of my Soul ; 
behold I offer to thee my Body and 
Soul, make them fit for thy Service. 
ſa Let this divine Food repair in me 

whatever has been decay d by the 
OLuſts of the Fleſh or the Wiles of 
IC, Satan. 
all} That my Underſtanding may be 
I exerciſed in the knowledge of Thee, 
and the Contemplation of thy divine 
Truths, which are alone able to 
ER G 6 make 
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make me wiſe unto Salvation; 

T hat my Will may chule and de. 
ſire thee above all things, who art 
the chiefeſt Good, the moſt deſira- 
ble Portion of immortal Souls; 

That my Affections may be en. 
tirely fixed on thee, who art only 
amiable, and the Centre of Eternal 
Satisfaction. 

I will love thee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou art infinitely Good, and thy 
Mercy endureth for ever. 

I will lovethee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou didſt create me after thy own 
Image, capable of loving thee, and 
enjoying thee eternally. _ 

I will lovethee, O Lord, becauſe 
when I had loſt and undone my ſelf, 
thou didſt die to redeem me. 

Iwill love thee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou art only worthy of my Love, 
thou only canſt fill and ſatisfie. my 


Soul, 


Be thou therefore my Hope and 


Confidence, aud let all my tiuſt be 


placed in thee. Be. 
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Be thou my Richesand Delight, 
and letall my Joy and Contentment 
reſt in thee. 

Be thou my Peace and Refuge, 
and let my Pleaſure. and Safety de- 
pend on thee. 

Be thou my Portion and greateſt 
Treaſure, and let my Eternal Hap- 


pineſs be fix'd in the Enjoyment of 
thee. Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


[hen the Prieſt approaches 7 
deliber the Conſecrated ins. 


—Will receive the Cup of Salya- 
tion, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord. 

Iwill ratify my Vows with this 
Blood of the New Covenant, and 
engage my felt, O God, to be eter- 
nally thine. 

Satisfy my thirſty Soul withgood 
things, and let this Communion of 
che Blood of Chriſt put more Glad- 

neſs. 
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neſs into my Heart, than Wine and 11 
Oil when they increaſe. Amen. e. 


A PRrAvER after Recerving the 
Conſecrated Wine. tl 


| © ng and Honour, Glory and I d: 

Power be unto him that fitteth 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb I R 
that was ſlain, for ever and ever. Ian 
| I give thee moſt humble and hear- = 
| ty Thanks, O Lord, from the bot-I At 

| tom of my Soul, that thou haſt been 
pleaſed to admit me at this time to ff ho 
the Participation of theſe holy and. 
deſirable Myſteries ; Af 

That thou haſt vouchſafed to feed 
me a Sinner, thy unworthy Seryant, | Di 
| with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment of 
| the Body and Blood of thy Son Je- Da 
| ſus Chriſt ; and this not for any Me- ly 
| rits of my own, but for the ſake off ho- 
thy infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. 
Unworthy though I am, yet thy 
Bounty, O Lord, never fails; the 
| Love 


— EE. ̃ In 
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love of my Saviour is not diminiſh- 
ed, and the Virtue of his Propitia- 
tion is never exhauſted. 

6 Grant therefore, I belecch thee, 
that chis Holy Sacrament may ne- 
ver turn to my Judgment and Con- 

didemnation; 

h Bur that it may be Health and 

b Recovery under all myW cakncſles 
and Infirmities; DR 

r-| Safety and Defence againſt allthe 

t- Attacks of my Spiritual Enemies; 

n Vigour and Strength to all my 

ro | holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions; 

d Comfort and jupport under all the 
Afflictions and Calamities of Life; 

ed Aſſiſtance and Direction under all 

it, | Difficulties and Doubts; 

of] Courage and Conſtancy under all 

- | Dangers and Perſecutions, eſpecial- 

ly in times of Sickneſs, and at the 

hour of Death. 

Finally, let it procure for me 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs in this 
Life, Mercy and Favour at the 
Day 
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Day of Judgment, and a never- 4 
fading Crown of Glory in thy hea- 
venly Kingdom, where, with thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and the Bleſſed 
Spirit, thou liveſt and reigneſt, one / 
God, World without end. Amer. 


Having finiſhed thoſe Devotions that Ra 
| relate to our ſelves, this is a proper ſca- Itue 
| ſon to be mindful of the Wants and Ne- Sac 
| ceſſities of our Brethren ; and we can- Nanc 
| not better exerciſe our Charity, than by Ne 
recommending the whole ſtate of Man- x 
kind to the Mercy and Goodneſs ot 5 
God, and by interceding with him by N 
| the Virtue of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
| for a Supply of whatever they ſhall 
| 

| 


ſtand in need of. Such Interceſſions 
always made a part of the Publick Li- 
* turgies of the ancient Church, as is 
well known to thoſe are converſant I. 
in Antiquity, andno part of the Pray- 
ers, exceeded more in length than that 
which related to this Subject; ſo that 
we cannot do better, than to follow 
| the ancient Model for our Direction in] 
| this particular. 


A Pravir 
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A Praver for the whole State 
of Mankind, 


n O Lord, of my Prayers 

and Interceſſions, as a Teſti- 
mony of my Charity, forthe whole 
Race of Mankind, and let the Vir- 
tue and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 
Sacrifice procure for them Comfort 
and Relief in all thoſe Wants and 
Neceſſities they labour under. 

Enlighten the dark Corners of the 
Earth with the bright Sunſhine of 
thy glorious Goſpel, and ſucceed the 
pious Deſigns of all thoſe that endea- 
your the Propagation of the King- 
dom of thy Son; that thy Way may 
be known upon Earth, andthy Sav- 
ing Health among all Nations. 

Let thy continuai Pity cleanſe and 
defend thy Church; and for as much 
Sit can not continue in Safety with- 
our thy ſuccour, preſerve it ever- 
more by thy Help and Goodneſs. 

Endue 
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Endue the Governours and Pa- 
ſtors of it with Courage and Reſolu- 
tion to preſerve thoſe ſacred Rights 
thou haſt committed to their Truſt, 
with Zeal and Diligence in promo- 
ting ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety, and 
with a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
all the important Duties of their 
Holy Function. 

Let all ſecular Magiſtrates ſtudy 
to govern their People with Truth 
and Juſtice, and to prelerve them 
in Wealth, Peace, and Godlinels. 

Bleſs our Sovereign, and all the 
Royal Family, with the Dew of thy 
heavenlySpirit, that they, ever truſt- 
ing in thy Goodneſs, protected by 
thy Power, and crowned with thy 
gracious and endleſs Favour, may 
continue before thee, in Health, 
Peace, Joy, and Honour, a long and 
happy Life upon Earth, and after 
Death obtain everlaſting Life and 
Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Let War and Bloodſhed ceaſe a- 
mong 
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mong Chriſtian Princes, and give 
to all Nations Unity, Peace, and 
Concord. 

Bleſs all rhe People of this Land 
with Health, Peace, and Plenty ; 
and teach them to uſe ſuch thy Bleſ- 
ſings with Sobriety, Gratitude, and 
Charity. 

Make all Chriſtians ſincerely to 
practiſe that Religion they profeſs, 
and inſpire them with ſuch uniting 
Princi 1 and charitable Hearts, 
that they may love one another, 
and thereby convince the World 
that they are thy Diſciples. 

Be merciful to all my Friends, Re- 
lations and Acquaintance; thoſe that 
are in Sin, convert them; thoſe that 
are in Grace, confirm and ſtrengthen 
them; thoſe that are in Adverſity, 
comfort and ſupport them; and 
thoſe that are in Proſperity, ſuffer 
them not to forget thee. 

Forgive all my Enemies, make 


them caſie and ready to be reconci- 
led, 
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led, and give them Repentance and 
better Minds. 

Be gracious to all that are in Af: 
fliction and Diſtreſs, that labour un- 
der the Straights of Poverty, that 
ſuffer Perſecution for the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, that moutn 
under Captivity or Banilhment, or 
any unjuſt Oppreſſion; 

That are exerciſed with bodily 
Pains and Diſeaſes, that are ſoli- 
cited with ſtrong Temptations, or 
are dejected with Terrors and Trou- 
bles of Mind. 

Pity and relieve their ſeveral Ne- 
ceſſities, give them Patience under 
all their Sufferings, and in thy due 
time deliver them, according to thy 
great Mercy. 323 

Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the Point 
of Death; and when their Strength 
fails, let not their Faith fail; even in 
Death, enable them to truſt in thee. 

Shed thy particular Grace and 
Benediction upon all thoſe who are 

Partakers 
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Partakers of the Holy Communion 
this Day ; 1 

That they may perſevere in all 
their holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
and may conform themſelves to the 
Model of their crucified Saviour; 

That the Pattern of his Piety and 
Devotion, of his Humility and Cha- 
rity, of his Meekneſs and patient 
Suffering, may be ſo lively imprin- 
ted upon our Minds, that we may 
tranſcribe his Example in our Lives 
and Converſations: 

That thus Commemorating his 
All- ſufficient Sacrifice upon Earth, 
we may receive the Everlaſting Be- 
nefit of it in thy Heavenly King- 
dom, and bleſs and praiſe thee for 
it to all Eternity. Amen. 


We cannot better conclude our De- 
votions, if Time and Opportunity will 
permit, than by offering up our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings for all thoſe Mercies 
and Bleſſings God hath beſtowed upon 
us all along in Lite, particularly for bus 

ineſti- 
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ineſtimable Love in the Redemption 
of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and what Heart that is warm with 2 
true Senſe of what his Saviour has doneſ ® 
and ſuffered for him, can refuſe theſſſ © 
humble Tribute of a moſt grateful Ac in 
knowledgment ? 

R 


AThankſzroms for God's Meru 
cies, Temporal and Spiritual, * 


Raiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and D: 
all that is within me praiſe hiſ of 
Holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, O miſ un 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits. Ith. 
Thou, O Lord, art alone infiſ ke 
nite in all Excellencies and Perfec 
tions, and therefore thou only arfof 
the Eternal Object of the Adorationſſor 
and Praiſes of all thy Creatures. No 
I deſire to praiſe and worſhip theq : 
with all the heavenly Hoſt, ſayingſaS 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God ofly 
Heaven and Earth, thou haſt create Ha 
all things, and for thy PlcaſurerheyPa 


are and were created. and 
R 


re 
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ny All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be 


¶rendred unto thee, for making me 

after thy own Image andLikenels, 
hel capable of loving thee, and enjoy- 
\c.{| ing thee eternally. 

I bleſs thee for the Light of my 
Reaſon, and all other Endowments 
and Faculties of my Soul and Body. 

I bleſs thee for preſerving me 
from innumerable Accidents and 
an Dangers, through the whole Courſe 
higof my Life; for all my known and 

myJunoblerved Deliverances, and for 
its. Ithe Guard thy Holy Angels have 
nfkept over me. | 

fec I bleſs thee for the Advantages 
arſof a pious Education, and for ſea- 
ionſſoning my tender Mind with early 

Notices of Virtue and Religion; 

the I bleſs thee for recovering me to 
ingla Senſe of my Duty, when ] fooliſh- 
d dfly ſtrayed from the Fountain of all 
ate Happineſs; and for thy unwearied 
the Patience towards me, after ſo many 
and ſo great Provocations. 


Al | I bleſs 
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I bleſs thee for all the Comfort 
and Accommodations of Life which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, wherc- 
by my Pilgrimage in this World has me 
been ſoftned and ſupported. 

And I adore thy wile Providence 
in all thoſe Afflictions and Diſap- 
pointments with which thou haſtÞ(or 
thought fit to exerciſe me, and whichKon: 
have brought me to that ſenſe offfffort 
thee and of my ſelf, which tis likely} I 
nothing elle would haye done. by 

By thee I have been holden upſhaſt 
from the Womb, my Praile ſhailph 
continually be of thee. My 

Above all, I praiſe and magnifie ru. 
thy holy Name for thy incxpreſii-fne. 
ble Love to loſt Man; ler 

For ſending thy Son into the} | 
World to redeem us from a Statc}reyn 
of Sin and Miſery, by ſuffering torſhr ! 
us, and dying in our ſtead, that wel F. 
might be Partakers of the divincÞnq 
Nature, and receive the Promilcsþpy | 


of cternal Life ; rac 
And 1 
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And for his inſtituting and or- 
hcaining Holy Myſteries as Pledges 
- Jof his Love, and for a continual re- 
SEmcmbrance of his Death to our 
great and endleſs Comfort. | 
<< As long as I live will I praiſe 
p-Ithee for theſe Wonders thou haſt 
one for the Children of Men, as 
hong as I have any Being I will ſhew 
oifforch thy noble Acts. n 
I bleſs thee for the Advantages of 
hy divine Revelations, that thou 
upſhaſt not abandon'd me to the dim 
allhight of my own Reaſon; but haſt 
yen me thy holy Scriptures to in- 
ſieſſtruct me in what is neceſſary for 
he ro believe and practiſe, in or- 
ler to my eternal Salvation. 
hel I praiſe thee for delivering me from 
ateſemptations too ſtrong for me, and 
torfpr ſapporting me under many; 
wel For the Aſliſtance and Direction, 
innd Comforts of thy Holy Spirit, 
ilcspr thy preventing and reſtraining 
cs i, 200 e ee e ee 
And eie H For 
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For ſubduing my Underſtanding pr 
and Affections to the Obedience offfl co 
Faith and Godlineſs; ou 

For inſpiring me with good 
Thoughts, and kindling pious De- 
fires in my Soul, and for aſſiſtingſ 4, 
me in all the Methods of procuring ho 
eternal Happinels ; ou! 

For thete and all other thy Mer de- 
cies and Favours, which are morq tio 
than can be numbred ; Bleſſing and a 
Honour, Thankigiving and Praiſe be 
be given unto thee, O moſt adora 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Hoh 
Ghoſt, by me and by all Angels, bfove 

all Men and by all Creatures, foriSer 
ever and ever. Amen. 


When all have communicated, and 
the Prieſt returns to the remainingſbe | 
part of the Communion-Office, we muſſwit 
be ſure to accompany him with ouſſtha' 
devouteſt Affections, and repeat afteſCoi 
him all the Petitions of that pertcqÞol! 
Form of Prayer our Saviour has lc 
us to help our Infirmities, which is mol 

| properly 
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ng properly uſed in this Place; that his 
comprehenſive Words may prevail for 

our Acceptance, provided they are at- 
F tended with the ſincere and earncſt 
od Deſires of our Hearts. 
e. The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 
g do with great Propriety conclude this 
nol holy Action in imitation of our Savi- 
our's Pattern, who conclu- | 
} ded this his holy Inſtitu- 
tion both with a Prayer 
and a Hymn, and therefore ought to 
be offered with particular Intenſeneſs 
and Application of Thought, that we 
may make ſome Amends for any Diſ- 
Etractions or Wandrings that may have 
overtaken us in the former part of the 
Service. 4 | 

The Hleſſing that only remains, which 
is pronounced by the Biſhop if preſent, 
andlas the Prieſt of greateſt Dignity, muſt 
lindlbe received in an humble Poſture, and 
nulwith ſilent Devotion, begging of God 
ouſſthat it may be effectual for our future 
fte Conduct in all the Circumſtances of 
fedoly Obedience. | | 


let | i. 
H 22 A Short 


John r7. 
Mat. 26. 30. 


no 
er. 
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A ſhort Pxaver whenthe Com- 
munon Service is ended. 


Ardon, O God all thoſe Imper- 
fections that have accompa- 
nied me at this time in my Attend- 
ance at thy Altar; forgive the Dead- 
gels and Dulneſs of my Affections, 
the Wandrings of my Thoughts, 


and the Diſtractions of Mind. 
Let the Sincerity of my holy Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions make ſome A- 
mends for my Weaknels and Frailty. 
O] let this Commemoration of 
my crucified Saviour influence lall 


my Thoughts, Words and Actions, 


that my Converſation my be as be- 
cometh the Goſpel: of Chi 

5 Reward me not according to my 
Deſerts, but according to my great 
Neceſſities, and thy oαntich Mer- 
cy in Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with 
thee, 'O God the Father, and God 


. 
8 


— 


0 i i 7 
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the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 


Glory, World without end. Amer. 
Where Comimunions are large, we 
may want ſotne Exerciſes for the em- 
ploying our devout Affections; and the 
Office for the Adminiſtration of the Ho- 
Ih Communion contains ſuch a variety 
- | of excellent Matter for Meditation; 
- tliat it may not be improper to cnter- 
1- £ tain our Minds, while others are re- 
ceiving, with the Conſideration ot 
ſome particular Parts of it. This may 
poſſibly be ſometimes more uſeful than 
either theſe or any other Prayers: more 
eſpecially to ſuch as complain of Cold- 
\- Ineſs and Dulneſs in their Devotions; 
y. for Meditation naturally tends to warm 
of four Affections, and raiſe in our Minds 
all Ia Spirit of Devotion. 3 
is, | For example, ſuppoſe I had deter- 
e Inined to meditate on ſome part or parts 
of the Confeſſion, which begins thus, 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus 
ny Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge of al 
cat ¶ Men. Here I would ſtop and conſider 
er- well the import of theſe Words; they 
ith contain Four of God's moſt comprehen- 
;odfilive Titles. Firſt he is here ſaid to be 
the H 3 Almighty ; 
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Almighty; Secondly, The Father of our ¶ ha 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Thirdly, The Maker I Li 
and Creator of all Things; Fourthly, De Ned 
Judge of all Men. The Conſideration I tie 
of the Firſt and Laſt will provoke us to I pr: 
godly Sorrow, and the Second and Third I inę 
will excite our Hope in his Mercy. So tin 
that from hence we may take Occaſion I the 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Humi- ma 
liation, of Hope and Love, c. thus, [Da 
I conſider, O my God, that I have offend · Nof 
ed thee, who art Almighty, and there- N oui 
fore able to puniſh; but I confider too M Ser 
that thou art the Father of our Lord out 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore I cannot doubtthe 
of thy Love to me, and of thy readine( Em 
to forgive me who repent and turn to thee. 
Such Ejaculations might be formed 
trom each of theſe particulars, or from 
any other Branches of the Communi- 
on Office; but becauſe all People are 
not able to form ſuch Acts, I have tak- 
en the Liberty of adding ſeveral Acts 
of the moſt conſiderable Virtues of ag. 
Chriſtian Lite; tor no Moments of this 5 
holy Seaſon ſhou'd be loſt ; all theſeſb) 
precious Minutes ſhould be husbanded 
to the greateſt Advantage; for they will JPr0 

have 
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ir have a mighty Influence upon our whole 
Lives, and by being frequently repeat- 
Je Jed they will ſtock our Minds with va- 
Mn riety of good Thoughts, which may 
to prove admirable Helps all the remain- F 
rd Ning part of our Days. If we have not | 
So time for this ſpiritual Improvement in 
on the Church, it will be very proper to 
1i- make uſe of them in our Cloſets; for 
15, Days ſer apart for the publick Worſhip | 
d- Jof God, ſhould have a larger ſhare of 
re- Jour private Devotions, and then the | 
tos (Senſe of Religon will ſtick cloſer to | 
yd ſour Minds, when we mix again with 
lt the World, and return to our ſecular 

e Employments. | | 


ed Ads of FAIT RH. 
ni- I Believe, O God, that thou art 


an eternal, incomprehenſible 

al- Spirit, infinite in all Perfections. 

+ who didſt make all rhings out of 

hislnothing, and doſt govern them all 

eſelby thy wife Providence. 

Id} Let me always adore thee with 

vill profound Humility, as my Sove- 
we H 4 reign - 
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reign Lord; and help me to loyc.and 
praiſe thee with Godlike Affectious 
and ſuitable Devotion 
beliève, O God, that in che Uni. 
ty ofthy Godhcad there is aTrinity 
of Perſons; that thou art perfectly 
Oe, and perfectly Three; One EL. 
lence, and Three Perſons: The depth 
ofthis Myſtery I-cannot, compre: 
bend but Ifirmly believe it, becaul: 
thou haſt revealed it in thy Holy 
Word, who art infinite Truth; and 
w ill praiſe and adore the Holy Tris 
nity, to whoſe Service I was religi- 
outly dedicated in Baptiſm, as h 
Joint-Authors of my Salvation. 

[ believe, O Bleſſed Jeſus, that 
thou art of one Subſtance with the 
Father, the very and eternal God; 
that thou didſt take upon thee our 
frail Nature; that thou didſt truly 
{uffer, and wert crucified, dead and 
buried, to reconcile us to thy Fa- 
ther, and to be a Sacrifice for Sins. 

L belicye, O Almighty Love, that 

accor- 


I 
Af 
ſe 


80 
wy 
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d :according to the Types and Prophe- 
5 cies which went before of thee, and 
according to thy own infallible Pre- 
diction, thou didſt by thy own Pow- 
erriſe ſtom the Dead the third Day, 
chat thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, 
chat therethou ſitteſt on thy Throne 
of e þ adored by Angels, and 
interceding for Sinners. 
believe, O Lord; that thou haſt 
inſtituted and ordained holy Myſte- 
ries as Pledges of thy Love, and for 
a continual Commemoration of thy 
Death; that thou haſt not only given 
thy ſelf to die for me, but to be my 
Spiritual Food and Suſtenance in 
that holy Sacrament to my great 
chef and endleſs Comfort. O! may I fre. 
0 quently approach thy Altars with 
d Hamility and Devotion! and work 
ul in me all thoſe holy and heavenly: 
nd Affections, which become the Re- 
fa membrane of a cruciſied Saviour. 
ns. believe, O Lord, that rhou haft: 
hat age abandon me'rg'theUitn Liahe! 
Ora H 5 of 


6 
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of my own Reaſon, to conduct me 
to Happineſs ; but that thou haſt 
revealed in the holy Scriptures 
| Whatever is neceſſary for me to be. 
lieve and practiſe, in order to my 
Eternal Salvation. 

O Truth! Eternal Truth! Tamen- 
tirely ſatisfied in believing thy holy 
Word, becauſe it came fromthee who 
art infinitely Wiſe and Omniſcient, 
and therefore canſt nor be deceiyed; 
who art infinitely Good, and there- 
fore wilt not deceive thy Creatures. 

O how Noble and Excellent are 
the Precepts! How Sublime and 
Enlightning the Truths! How Per- 
ſuaſive and Strong the Motives! 
How Powerful the Aſſiſtances of 
that Holy Religion, in which thou 
haſt inſtructed me! My Delight 
ſhall be in thy Statutes, and J will 
not forget thy Word. 

[ believe, O bleſſed Maſter, it is 
my greateſt Honour and Happineſs 
to be thy Ditciple. How n 

| an 
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and blind are thoſe that live with- 
our God in the World, who deſpiſe 
the Light of thy Holy Faith ! Make 
me ready to part with all the Enjoy- 
ments of Lite, nay, even Life it ſelf, 
rather than forfeit this Jewel of great 
Price: Bleſſed are the Sufferings 
which are endured, happy is the 
Death which is undergone for hea- 
venly and immortal J ruth! 

believe thou haſt threatned ever- 
laſting and unconceivable Torments 
to thoſe who hold the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſhment 
of thoſe who do not love thee ! 

But if I believe this fatal Doom, 
why am I not afraid of it? Why are 
the Evils of the Body ſo much ſhun- 
ned, and thoſe of the Soul fo little 
regarded? Why do I take ſo much 
pains to avoid the ſhort and tranſito- 
ry Evils of this Life, and ſo little pains 
to avoid thoſe which are Eternal? 

believe thou haſt prepared, O 

1 H 6 Lorc, 
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Lord, for thoſe that love thee, ever. 
laſting Manſions of Glory; if I be- 
lieve rhee, O Eternal Happineſs, 
why docs any thing appear difficult 
that leads to thee? Why ſhould ] 
not vilingy reſiſt unto Blood to 
obtain thee 2 why do the vain and 
empty Enjoyments of Life takc 
— taſt hold of me? O periſhing 
Time! why doſt thou thus bewitch 
and deceive me? O Bleſſed Eter- 
nity ! when ſhalt thou be my Por- 
tion for ever 


Ads of Hoes. 

O My God! in all my Dangers. 

' Temporal and Spiritual, 
will hope in thee; who art Almigh- 
ty Power, andtherefore able to re- 
lieve. me; Who art Infinite Good- 
neſs, and therefore ready and will- 
ling to aſſiſt me) 
Greater is thy Mercy, O Bleſſed 
Jeſus, than my Wickedneſs; thy 


% 0 Soodneis ! 
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Goodneſs excceds the Number and 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins; greater is 
thy Power, O God, than the Fury 
of my Enemies; therefore when 
my Fears preſs hardeſt upon me, I 
will put my Truſt and Confidence 
in thee. 

O precious Blood of my dear Re- 
deemer! O gaping Wounds of my 
crucified Saviour! Who can con- 
template the Sufferings of God In- 
carnate; and not raiſe his Hope, and 
not put his Truſt in them? 

firmly hope, O my God, for the 
Pardon of all my Sins, which 1 
heartily bewail and deteſt; I firmly 
hope to obtain the Virtues and 
Graces of thy Holy Spirit, which 
I am reſolved ſincerely to endeayour 
after; I wait and expect thy Eternal 
Glory, which:ſhall always be the 
Aim of all my longing Deſires. ' 

What tho' my Body be crumbled 
into Duſt, and that Duſt blown 
over the Face of the Earth, yet I 


Ac andoubt: 
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undoubtedly know. my Redeemer 
lives, and ihall-raiſe me up at the 
laſt Day. 

Whether I am comforted, or left 
deſolate ; whether I enjoy Peace, 
or am afflicted with Temptations; 
whether I am healthful or ſickly, 
ſuccoured or abandoned by the 
good things of this Life; I will al- 
ways hope in thee, O my chiefeſt, 
infinite Good. 

Altho' the Fig-tree ſhall not blol- 
ſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the 
Vines; although the Labour of the 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields yield 
no Meat; although the Flock {hall 
be cut off from the Fold, and there 
ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; yet 
I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my Salvation. 
What tho' T mourn and am afflict- 
ed here, and ſigh under the Miſeries 


of this World for a time, I am ſure 


my Tears [hall one Day be turned in- 
to Joy, and that Joy none ſhall take 
from me. I ſhould 
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I ſhould too much injure, thy 
Charity and thy Sufferings, O bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, if I had not a firm hope 
of working out my Salvation. 

Great is the Malice ofthe Powers 
of Darkneſs, and great is my own 
Weakneſs; but how much greater is 
thy Goodneſs and thy Might, O 
my gracious God! I will therefore 
work out my Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling ; but as long as I 
live, I will hope inthy Mercy. 

O miſerable Wretch that Iam! If 
I hope, why do not my Endeayours 
anſwer my Hopes? If I hope to ob- 
tain the Grace of God to overcome 
my Follies, and to acquire all ne- 
ceſſary Virtues, why do I not la- 
bour to ſuch holy Purpoſes ? 

Whoever hopes for great things 
in this World, takes pains to attain 
them; How can my Hopes of E- 
verlaſting Life be well grounded, if 
do not ſtrive and labour for that 
Eternal Inheritance ? 

I will 
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Iwill never refuſe the meaneſt La- 


bours, while I look to receive ſuch 
glorious Wages; I will never repine 
at any temporal Loſs, While expe 


to gain ſuch Eternal Rewards. 


HhBleſſed Hope! be thou my chief 
Delight in Life, and then I ſhall 
be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord: 
Be thou my Comfort and Support 
at the Hour of Death, and then 
ſhall contentedly leave this World. 
as a Captive that is releaſed from 
his Impriſonment. e 
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A Lmighty andEverlaſtingGod, 

thou art Infinite in all Excel- 
Iericies and Pefections, and there- 
fore art the moſt proper Object of 
the LoveandAdoration of Immorta 
Souls; Thou art infinite in Good- 
nels and Loving-Kindneſs towards 
me, and therefore' haſt the juſteſ? 


Auaiam to my Hcart. O in- 
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O infinite Amiableneſs! When 
ſhall J love thee without Bounds, 
without Coldneſs or Interruption, 
which, alas, ſo often ſeize me here 
below? Let me never ſuffer any 
Creature to be thy Rival, or to ſhare 
my Heart with thee; let me have 
no other God, no other Love, but 
only! thee )! 1 
Whatever is amiable in the Crea- 
tures, is derived from thee, and is 
no farther amiable, than it bears 
ſome Impreſſion of thy Amiable- 
neſs; their Goodneſs is imperfect, 
and mix'd with much Evil; but 
thou only art perfectly Excellent; 
O let the World never more have 
place in my Heart! All my Affecti- 
ons I withdraw from that, to fix 
on thee. 5 1 

O dear Jeſus, who didſt love me to 
ſuch a degree, that thou wert pleaſed 
tor my fake to endure a painful and 
ſhameful Death; how is it poſſible 
can live without loving thee ?- 

| O how: 
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O how much is it the Grief of my 
Heart, that my Love is ſo imperfect, 
ſo little fix d upon the moſt deſervin 
Object! O when ſhall I love thee to 
the utmoſt Capacity of a Creature, 
and praiſe thee to all Eternity 
How afflicting is it to me, not to 
love thee as much as I defire! Alas! 
when ſhall I love thee with all my 
Strength ? When ſhall all carnal At- 
fections die in me, and all things be- 
looging to the Spirit, live and grow 
in me? When ſhall I be willing to 
lay down my Life for thee, who halt 
ſhed thy preciousBlood forme ? 
Grant, O God, that I may con- 
tinually exerciſe upon Earth what 
the bleſſed Saiuts practice with ſo 
much Feryour in Heaven; the Glo- 
ries and Pleaſures of that happy 
Region would be imperfect, if the 


Flame of Love did not continually 
burn before thee. 


Whoever loves, deſires to pleaſe 
the beloved Object; and according 
to 
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to the degree of Love is the Great- 
neſs of Deſire ; make me, O God, di- 
ligent and earneſt in pleaſing thee ; 


let me chearfully diicharge the moſt 


painful and coſtly Duties; and for- 
lake Friends, Riches, Eaſe, and Life 
it ſelf, rather than diſobey thee. 
Whoever loves, deſires the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of the beloved 
Object: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 
canſt receive no Addition from my 
imperfect Services; what ſhall I do 
to expreſs my Affection towards 
thee ? I will relieve the Neceſſities 


of my poor Brethren, who are 


Members of thy Body ; for he that 
loveth not his Brother whom he 
bath ſeen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not ſeen? 

I will pray without ceaſing, and 
ſeriouſly meditate upon thy Pre- 
cepts ; I will hear thy Word with 


Reverence and Attention, and re- 


ceive the holy Sacrament with Hu- 


mility and Devotion; for theſe = 
the 
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converſing withthee, ofunitingus to 
thee, and are the only means where- 
by 1 can enjoy thee here below. 
Alas! how is all my Time un- 
profitable, my Labour loſt, my A- 
ctions and Suffterings vain, when 
they are not employed in thy Scr. 
vice, when they are not endured 
| for the Love of thee my God 2 
I Will long for thy appearing, O 


form me into thy Likeneſs, becauſe 
it will enter me inte the full En- 
joy ment of thee, and unite me to 
thee for ever: the utmoſt Labour of 
all my Days is little enough, the 
Service of my whole Life ſhort c- 


——— — — — 


to ſecure this Eternal Inheritance. 


the Methods thou haſt eſtabliſſd off 


Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe it will tranl- b 


nough, and no more than ſufficient 


O Crucified Jelus, in whom II 
live, and without whom Idie! mor- 
tifie in me all ſenſual Deſires, en- 
flame my Heart with thy holy Love, 
that I may no longer eſteem the Va- 

_ NITLCS 
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fRoitics of this World, but place my 
oAffections entirely on thee. 
Let my laſt Breath, when my 
soul ſhall leave my Body, breathe 
forth Love to thee, my God: Ten- 
Mtcrd into Life without acknow- 
edging thee, let me therefore finiſh 
it in loving thee ; O let the laſt Act 
of Life be Love! 


OH Conformity to the WILL 
- | of GoD. 

ſe | | 

n Leſſed Will of God!] how juſt 
00 andupright art thou in all thy 


of Pererminations? How good and 
he amiable in all thy Diſpenſations ? 
© they only love thee not, who know 
ut thee not, and they who know'thee 
- For, how' miſerable are they ? 
IF What art thou, O Lord? and 
what am I? Thou art all Wiſdom: 
nam all Blindneſs and Ignorance. 
Chuſe thou for me, let thy holy 
Will be done in me andby me, be 
"IO; cauſe 


les 


5 
= 
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cauſe if I ſhou'd chuſe and will for 


my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Raſh. ch 


neſs and Folly. _ 
Thou art a God infinite in Mercy] in 


and Loving - kindneſs, therefore wilt by 
order all things to my greateſt Ad. ol 
vantage. Woto me! when my Willi fel 
is not obedient and reſigned to thy 


Bleſſed Will in every thing. th 
O my God, thou canſt will no- if 


thing bur that which is truly good. gy 


and I am capable of willing everyup 
thing that is monſtrouſly evil; IN x 
therefore renounce my own Will, II abl 
ſubmit to be intirely governed byſhec 
thine. [3 cha 
The Deſigns of thy Mercy are to 
make me happy to all Eternity, andi tho 
my perverſe Inclinations run after On 
preſent Pleaſures, how contrary ſo- I ano 
ever they may be to thy graciousthy 
Purpoſes. It is therefore reaſonable, my 
O Lord, that I ſhould diſtruſt my} 
own Guidance, and that thy bleſſedſ up 
Will ſhould direct all my Ways. Ha; 
1 Holineſs 
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' Holineſs is the Path my God hath 
I chalked out to everlaſting Blils ; 
may thy holy Will be accompliſhed 
vin me, and then I ſhall be ſanctified 
ty by thy Grace in this World, and 
© glorified in the Enjoyment of thy 
g jelf in the next. . 
Thy Will, O Bleſſed Jeſus, is 
that I ſhould avoid all Sin, and pu- 1 
rifie my felf as thou art pure; my L 
d. own Will does but too often prevail | 
upon me to tranſgreſs thy holy | 
Laws, which therefore I deteſt and i 
» IMabhor. Thy Will ſhall be my Rule, * 
by becauſe it makes me do every thing 4 
that is good. 
to How true is it, O my Jeſus, that 4 
nd thou art my Lord and Maſter, m A 
ter Omnipotent Sovereign? How fit j 
ſo-· and reaſonable therefore is it, that ; 
ousfthy Will in every thing ſhould be 
le, my Choice and Satisfaction? 
my] Conſider well, O my Soul, that 
led upon two Wills depends either thy 
Happineſs or thy Miſery; upon the 
I Will 


, 
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Will of God, thy Happinels ; upon 


thy own Will, of Mitery : Conf. 


der well to which thou chuleſt to 
unite thy ſelf, becaule eternal Hap. 
pineſs and eternal Miſery are of too 
great Importance to be neglected. 

Tis eaſie, O Lord, to ſubmit to 
thy Will, when it is pleaſing and 
agreeable to our Names; but ccr- 
tainly it is no leſs our Duty when 
thou thinkeſt fit to try us with Dit: 
ficulties, and to contradict the Incli- 
nations of Flcſh and Blood. 

In all thy Sufferings, in thy pain- 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Death, 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entirc- 
ly reſign thy ſelf to the Will of thy 
Father. Shall I murmur againſt leis 
Suſterings, which I have fo much 
deſerved ? Shall I not quietly and 


patiently ſubmit to them? 
If I do not love thee, O my God, 
more than my ſelf, I am not worthy 
of thee ; If Ido not prefer thy Will 
to my, own, it is much to be . 
| | I do 


he 
Der: 


Cre 
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ure 
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Ido not love thee; Oh my God, I 
will deny my ſelf to be made per- 
fect in Love. 

Thy Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
ſelf; they therefore, who refuſe to 
follow thy Will, declare that thou 
ſhalt not reign over them, that they 
q {deſire not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways. It is thee I delire, O my 


. God, I renounce my own Will there- 
£ {fore to follow thine. 

li- 

As of Vi ru in relating to 
n- * 8 
b the Paſſion of our Sat. 
c- | a 8 

w Hither has Love Carried thee, 
15 O bleſſed Jeſus? even to 
5 he painful and ſhameful Death of 


nde Crols for my lake. O how im- 
Perfect is my Love, if Afflictions or 
E -rofſes are able to ſeparate me from 
hy hee? or if I ain not willing to en- 
7:1 (ure the greateſt Torments rather 
redhhan forlake thee ? 

do 4 Thou 


| 
[ 
j 
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Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in Love 
with Sufferings for me, that rather 
than come down from the Croſs, 
thou didſt chuſe to expire upon ir. 
Miſerable Wretch that I am ! How 
does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart at the 
very Appearance of a violent Death, 
tho' it might be neceſſary as a Te. 
ſtimony of the Truth of my Aﬀecti- 
on towards thee! 

Thy ſacred Head was crowned 
with Thorns, and all thy Body 
plowed with r but my Sins 
and Follies added Sharpneſs to them, 
and pierced thee and wounded thee 


more than the Thorns and ScourgesF}; 


themſelves. O] I grieve and love, 
when I conſider my Iniquities drew 
upon thee all thy Sorrows ; thoſe 
exquiſite Pains and Torments in thy 
Body! thoſe inexpreſſible Fears and 
Anguiſh in thy Soul! 

do for ever, O Lord, deteſt and 
abjure thoſe Sins that were thy Tor 
mentors, I will perſecute thoſe vile 


Luſts 


doing good, and ſo far from indul- 
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Luſts and Affections that crucified 
thee, I will fly from all Appearance 
of Evil. 

Is it poſſible not to loye thee, O 
Bleſſed Saviour, above ail things, 
who haſt delivered me from ſuch 
imperious Maſters ? Is it poſſible to 
remember that my Sins occaſioned 
all thy Grief, and ever to offend 
thee more ? 

What docs my Soul long for ? 
What is the Deſire of my Heart? 
s it poſſible that empty frail Crea- 
tares only ſhould rejoice and delight 
it, when divine Love diſplays it ſelf 
in the bleeding Wounds of the ſuf- 
fering Jeſus? | 

Let the Fire of Divine Love burn 
bright in my Soul, never will I 
ſearch for any other Fewel to nou- 
rich this holy Flame, than thy 
Scourges and thy Thorns, than thy 
Reed and thy Crols ! 

Thy whole Life was ſpent in 


I 2 ging 
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ging the Pleaſures of Senſe, that 
thou hadſt not where to lay thy 
Head; and whocver frequents the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con- 
vinced at what a rate thou didſt 
value the Welfare of Mankind; for 
thou didſt willingly embrace al. 
ſorts of Suftcrings in order to ac. 
compliſh it. 

What Folly and Raſhnels is it 
therefore for me to be always ca. 
reſſing my ſelf with ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments, to be ſpending my Eſtate 
in Jollity, in Splendor, in Folly 
and Luxury, which ought to be 
employed in doing good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men]! Ho 
unlike is this to that Example 
thou haſt ſet before me, and to 
that Diſpoſition of Mind thou re: 
quireſt of me? 


Alas! Suffering can only aftrightþ 
thoſe that conſider themſelves, and 
not thee; that love themſelves, and 
not thee, O my crucified Jeſus. 

Thou 


CO! 
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LY 
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andſ what thou art to me, I feel my ſelf 
andtconftrained to love thee. 
us. 


hou 
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Thou wert made perfect thro” Sat: 
ferings, and can I behold and love 
ſuch a bleſſed Pattern, and not de- 
ſire to ſuffer with thee, and to die 
for thee? 

Who can Fathom this Abyss of 
Divine Love? I am the Criminal, 
and thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru- 
cified: What ought I not to have 
ſuffered, to have gained an Intereſt 
in thee? And yet what haſt thou 
not ſuffered to purchaſe ſuch a 
Wretch as I am? 

I have offended thee, and thou re- 
concileſt me with thy own Blood: 
I occaſioned thy Death, and thou 
giveſt me Life: Was there ever 
any Love like that Love which my 
Lord and my God has ſhewed to- 
wards me? 

When I conſider thee, O dear Je- 
ſus, what thou art in thy ſelf, and 


Where 
mall J diſcover greater Excellencies 
1 and 
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and Perfections to raiſe my Admi- 
ration? Where ſhall I find greater 
Bounty and Goodneſs to engage my 
Affections? 


Acts of HUMILITY. 


| My God! Thou art the cter- 

nal Source of all Excellency 
and Perfection; and I, miſerable 
Wretch! what am? Nothing but 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and Va. 
nity. It is reaſonable therefore ! 
ſhould obey thee, becauſe thou att 
_ infinitely above me; that I ſhould 
{ubmit to thee in all things, without 
grudging, without murmuring, be- 
cauſe thou art infinite Wildom. 
Hhleſſed Humility | When ſhall] 
poſſeſs thee? When ſhall I enjoy thar 
Tranquillity of Mind, which is ov!y 
found among thoſe that love and o. 
bey thee? When ſhall I be adorned 
with that Comelinets and Beauty, 


which thou only canſt beſtow? 
What 


[- 
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What have I, O Lord, whereof 
to glory? If of my Body, it is no- 
thing but vile Clay moulded by thy 
Omnipotent Hand, and muſt return 
to Rottenneſs, and be the Food of 
Worms; If of my Mind, it is the 
Breath of Life infuſed by thee, and 
by my own Folly made full of Sin 
and Wickednels. I have gone aſtray 
from the Womb, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me. 

All the Good] poſſeſs comes from 
thee; if my outward Man has any 
Advantages above others, it is the 
effect of thy Bounty; from whence 
proceeds Health and Strength, Beau- 
ty and Comelineſs, and upon thy 
Will they depend. to be recalled at a 
Moment; if my Mind has the leaſt 
Lxcellency, it is thy Gift, who didſt 
endue me with Reaſon and Grace: 
All that is my own, is the abuſe of 
thy Favours; and whatever is bad 
in me, is property mine. 

I am unworthy, O Lord, of all 

3 thy 
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thy Gifts, by Reaſon of my Vilene!s 
and Ingratitude ;- I do not. deſerve 
the Air I breathe in, becauſe I have 
inſected it as it were with noifome 
Luſts; I do not deſerve the Bread! 
eat, becauſe my Table has become a 
Snare, and the good Creatures thou 
haſt given me for Refreihment haye 
been abuſed to Luxury and Senſua- 
lit y. 

© let me conſider what I am by 
Nature, frail and weak; what I am 
by Sin, odious and contemptible in 
thy ſight : and let this Knowledge 
of my ſelf ſuppreſs and mortifie all 
proud and vain Thoughts; let a 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs and Un- 
worthineſs make me humble my ſelf 
as it were in Duſt and Aſhes. 

It is the ſincere deſire of my Soul, 
O bleſſed Jeſus! It is the firm choice 
of my Will to be rather a Door- 
keeper in the Houle of my God, than 
to dwell in the Tents of Wickednels, 

IT will not place my Pleaſure and 

Satisfaction 
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Satisfaction in the Praiſe of Men, 
becauſe it is an uncertain Breath of 
Air, apt to {well me wich Pride and 
Vanity, and is the Eſtect of Civility 
and Charity, rather than of what I 
deſerve. I will, in all my Actions 
endeavour to pleaſe thee, tho” it be 
attended with Ignominy and Re- 
proach, and tho' I thereby become 
the Contempt of the Scornful. 

O let me bear the Injuries and Af- 
fronts of bad Men with Patience and 
Meekneſs, becauſe I have deſerved 
much worle Treatment from thee. 
Let me receive the Reproofs and Ad- 
monitions of good Men with Thank- 
fulneſs, becauſe I ſtand ſo much in 
need of them, and that they are ſo 
proper to correct my Follies. 

O let me never inſult over the 
Follies and Sins of my Fellow Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe I am liable to the 
lame Temptations; let me pity and 
compaſſionate their Misfortunes, be- 
caule if I am not plung'd in the 

13 lame 


190 D-EvoTION3 for 


ſame Gulph of Miſery, it is wholly 
owing to thy Grace. which has pre- 
ſerv'd me, to thy Almighty Hand 
which has held me up. 

How didſt thou condeſcend, O 
dear Jeſus, to be born in a Stable, 
to lead a Life deſtitute of all Com- 
torts and Accommodations, to die 
upon a Croſs, and all this for the 
good of thy ſinful Creatures; and 
mall I think any Labour too gric- 
vous, any Office to mean whereby 
I may be able to promote the Tem- 
Top and Etcrnal Happinels of my 
Neighbour ? 

Without thee, O Jeſus, I can do 
nothing! Inſpire me with that Hu- 
mility which thou haſt taught by 
thy Precepts, and by thy own Ex- 
ample ; I will endeayour to imitate 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon 
Earth, that I may partake of thoſe 
Glorics thou now doſt poſſeſs at the 
right hand of thy Father, 
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Acts of CoxTRITION. 


Moſt gracious God, who art 

the inexhauſtible Fountain 

of. all Goodneſs : who art only 
amiable; how grievouſly have I 
offended thee ? What return have I 
made for thoſe Graces and Favours, 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon 
me? What tribute have I paid to 
thine infinite Perfections? I will 
declare my Iniquity, and be ſorry 
for my Sins. 
[ will repent, O my God, of my 
Sins as the greateſt of Evils; and 
the remembrance of them ſhall be 
more grieyous and afflicting to me, 
than that of any-other Evil what- | 
ſoever; for they are the Offences 
of a vile Creature againſt thee, the 
Great Creator, the chiefeſt and moſt 
deſirable Good; wherefore IT abhor: 
my ſelf and repent in Duſt and 
Ajhes, 
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I can plead nothing, O Lord, to 
extenuate the Guilt of my Sins; I 
ought to have renounc'd every thing 
that is valuable in Life, nay even 
Life it ſelf, rather than to have of- 
fended thee, whole loving Kindneſs 
is better than Life: But I do now 
molt heartily deteſt my Sins, be- 
cauſe they are diſpleaſing to thee, 
who art Infinite Goodnels, and I 
purpoſe by the help of thy Grace to 
live better for the time to come. 

Thou haſt gracioutly declared, O 
my chiefeſt Good, that a broken 
Spirit is a Sacrifice acceptable to 
thee; that thou wilt not deſpiſe a 
broken and a contrite Heart. O my 
Heart, let Grief and Sorrow rend 
thee in Pieces, who haſt hitherto 
Sacrificed thy ſelf to a vain and 
wicked World. 


If the Sorrow of this Vale of 
Tears could enter into the State of 


the Bleſſed, even in Heaven I would 
lament the Offences committed a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt the great Lord of Heaven and 
Earth. But whilſt Jam here below 
I will turn unto thee, O Lord, with 
Weeping and 3 and I will 
chuſe the greateſt Sufferings rather 
than oftend thee. 
love thee, O my God, and how 
much is it the Grief of my Soul that 
I haye not always loved thee? that 
have not always had a regard to 
thy divine Precepts? O that my 
Head were Waters, and my Eyes 
a Fountain of Tears, that I might 
weep much, and love much, having 
much to be forgiven. 

As my Love increaſes towards 
thee, O dear Jeſus, ſo much the 
more do I grieve for my Sins, which 
made thee a Man of Sorrow and ac- 
quainted with Grief. And I am fo 
much the more reſolved by the help 
of thy Grace to abſtain from all 
Evil for the Time to come; by how 
much the more 1 rejoice in every 
thing that tends to thy Honour and 
Glory. Oh! 
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Oh! For what empty Shadows, 
have I forfeited the Favour of the 
moſt High? For what trifling Vani- 
ties have I incurred the diſpleaſure 
of my beſt Benefactor? I have ſin- 
ned, O Lord, I have ſinned againſt 
Heaven and in thy Sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy 
Son: But I return with the Prodi- 
gal; O let thy -Paternal Bowels 
yearn on me, and gracioutly re- 
ceive me. 

How can I behold thee, O Infi- 
nite Goodneſs and not love thee ? 
How can I love thee and not grieve 
for having offended thee ? And not 
deteſt my Sins, and not reſolve to 
forſake them? Oh! may I always 
ſincerely love thee, and then I {hall 
always renounce and abhor every 
thing that is Evil. 

The Torments of the damned are 
juſtly the Objects of my Fear ; and 
when I conſider that they are Eter- 
nal, I tremble, O Lord, at thy juſt 

| | and 
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and Omnipotent Wrath proyok'd 
by my heinous Traſgreſſions. But 
Oh! let the Senle of having offended 
infinite Goodneſs be more grieyous 
and afflicting to me, than that of a- 
ny other Evil whatſoever. 
Bleſſed Jeſus | Haſt thou not re- 
deemed me from many and great 
Evils ? Haſt thou not heaped upon 
me abundant Teſtimonies of thy 
Goodneſs and Loving- kindneſs? And 
yet have not mine Iniquities increaſ- 
ed over my Head, and my Treſpaſ- 
ſes grown unto the Heavens? But 
I will break off my Sins by Righ- 
teouſneſs, and mine Iniquities by 
ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. 
Oh! my God, I will lie down 
in Shame, and Confuſion ſhall cover 
me. The Meaſure of my Sorrow, 
ſhall bear ſome Proportion to the 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins. I will keep 
under my Body and bring it into 
Subjection. I will avoid all freſh 
Occaſions of Backſliding. I * o- 
* 


| 
| 
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bey thee in all things, and ſuffer 
with Patience, whatever Puniſhment 
thou ſhalt think fit to inflict upon 
me: Happy, infinitely happy! it 
upon any Terms J can procure thy 
Love and Fayour. 

O heavenly Father, for thine own 
infinite Mercies fake, for thy Truth 
and Promile ſake, for all the Merits 
and Sufferings of the Son of thy 
Love, in whom thouart always well 
pleaſed, pardon all my Sins and Fail- 
ings, and receive me into thy Favour. 
Amen, O Lord God, Amen, Amen. 


Acts of PRAISE. 


1 the Lord, O my Soul, 
for it is a good thing to ſing 
Praiſes unto our; God O ſing Praiſes 
unto his Name, for it is lovely. 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for 
ever, fo doth thy Memorial, O Lord, 
from one Generation to another. 
As long as I live, I will praiſe the 

Lord, 
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Lord, as long as I have any Being, 
I will ſing Praiſes unto my God. 

| | To thee, O Lord, belongeth 

I Greatneis, and Power, and Glory, 

I and Victory, and Majeſty : For all 
that is in the Heaven and in the Earth 

IJ is thine, thine is the Kingdom, 0 

| | Lord, and thou art exalted as Head 

I above all. Bleſſed and praiſed be 

| thy Holy Name, O Lord God, for 

| | ever and for ever. 

Thou art the Everlaſting and E- 
ternal King, before the Mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou 
had'ſt formed the Earth and the“ 
World, from everlaſting to eyerlaſt- 
ing, thou art God. I will truſt in the 

| Lord for ever, for in the Lord Je- 

; | -ovah is everlaſting Strength. 

> | Thonart, O Lord, the ſame, yeſter- 

I day, today, and for ever, and thy 

* | Years fail not. Thy Goodnels, thy 

Power, thy Wiſdom, and thy Righ- 

- | teouſneſs endure for ever, with thee 
is no Variableneſs nor Shadow of 

turning 
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turning. The Council of the Lord 
ſtandeth for ever, and the Thoughts 
of his Heart to all Generations. 
The wicked therefore muſt feel the 
Power of thy Wrath, the Weight 
of thy Almighty Arm, and thou 
wilt give Grace and Glory, and 
withold no good thing from them 
that live a godly Life. 

Praiſed be thy Being which knows 
no Bounds or Limits, but doth 
ſpread and diffuſe it ſelf every way, 
beyond the Capacity of our ſhallow 
Imagination. The darkeſt Corners 
and the moſt private Receſſes can- 
not exclude thy Preſence. Whither 
{hall I go from thy Spirit? Or whi- 
ther ſhall I flee from thy Preſence ? 
Can any hide himſelf in Secret that 
thou ſhalt not ſee him, who filleſt 
Heaven and Earth ? 

Thou art an Almighty God, is 
any thing too hard for thee ? The 
Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed it, who 


mall difannul it? Thou art able to 


make 
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make good all thy Promiſes, and 
none can ſtay thy Hand. Thou 


hide themſelyes. Let all the Earth 
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canſt inflict the greateſt Puniſhments 
upon the wicked, and none can 
withſtand thy Power. Who can re- 
{iſt the Deſtruction which the Lord 
ſends ? They only are {ſecure of a 
late Refuge, who abide under the 
Shadow of the Almighty. 

Praiſed be the Lord, who ouy 
ſearcheth the Hearts of all the Chil- 
dren of Men; there is not a Word 
in the Tongue, but thou knoweſt 
it altogether, thine Eyes are upon 
the ways of Man, and thou iceſt all 
his Goings. There is no Darkneſs 
where the Workers of Iniquity can 


Love and Fear thee, for thou know- 
eſt, and cai.} reward their Services. 
Let the Fairhfulccall upon thee in 
all their Streights, for thy Ear is 
open to their Cry. And let every 
one prepare for that dreadtul Tri- 
bunal where every Thought ſhall be 
brought 
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brought into Judgment. God is 
greater than our Hearts and knoww- 

all things. | 

h! Lord, how manifold are 
Works, in Wiſdom haſt thou 
made them all ; thou haſt framed all 
things in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, and governeſt them with 
the beſt Order and greateſt Harmo- 
ny. Thou chuſeſt what is beſt for us, 
and preſcribeſt the beſt Means for 
the Adyancement of our Happinels. 
But that Wiſdom can never be ſuffi- 
ciently praiſed, which is manifeſted 
in the ſtupendous Myſtery of Man's 
Redemption, where all the Divine 
Attributes ſhined with the greateſt 
Luſtre. Which to them that periſh 
is fooliſhneſs, but to them that are 
ſaved the Power of God, and the 
Wiſdom of God. Happy is the Man 
that findeth this Wiſdom, that get- 
teth this Underſtanding. 


» 


Praiſed be thy Name who keepeſt 


Truth for ever, who wilt not ſuf— 
fer 
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fer thy faithfulneſs to fail, nor alter 
the thing that is gone out of thy 
Mouth. Heaven and Earth {ſhall 
paſs away, bur thy Words ſhall not 
paſs away till all things be fulfilled. 
Thou art a God of Truth without 
Iniquity and Deccit ; no deceitful 
Perlon ſhall reſt upon thy Holy 
Hill, he thar telleth lics thall noc 
tarry in thy ſight. 

The Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways, and Holy in all his Works. 
He will not clear the Guilty, nor 
reſpect the Perſons of Men, but re- 
wardeth every Man according to 
his Work. Tribulation and Anguith 
ſhall be the Portion of every Soul 
that loveth Evil; but Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Peace, ſhall be to every 
Man that worketh Good. 

Thou art a Holy God, and of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
and haſt no Pleaſure in Wickednels, 
It is contrary to the Purity of thy 
Nature, to the Perfection of thy 

Laws, 
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Laws, and to thoſe Pleaſures which 
are at thy right Hand tor evermore. 
Let us therefore put on the New 
Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineis; let 
us purifie our ſelves as God is pure, 
for without Holineſs no Man hall 
ſee the Lord. 

Praiſed be the Lord, for his great 
Goodneſs which is extended to all 
his Creatures, and for the Wonders 
which he doth for the Children of 
Men. Whatever appears good in 
the beſt of thy Creatures is deri- 
ved from thee: the Earth is full of 
thy Goodneſs, and nothing is hid 
from the Influence of it. Thou load- 
eſt us with thy Bleſſings, that thou 
mayeſt engage us to returns of Love 
and Gratitude; and if we are bound 
in Fetters, and held in the Cords 
of Afflictions, it is that we may ſee 
our Traſgreſſions and turn from 
our Iniquities, and ſtill thou wait- 
eſt to be gracious, Oh! that Men 
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, | would praiſe the Lord for his Good- 
nels, and declare the Wonders that 
he doth for the Children of Men. 


A Praver which may he uſed 
| at an) time in the Week be- 
fore the Sunday or Holy-day 
on which we deſign to com- 
nl municate, and which may 
properly he annex'd to our 


Morning Devotions at fuch 


times. 


OST Gracious and Merciful 
God, who haſt by thy Mini- 
{ter given me an Invitation to thy 
Heavenly Feaſt, grant me grace to 
approach thy holy Myſteries with 
penitential Preparation, and with a 
Heart fully dilpoſed to ſerve and o- 
bey thee all the Days of my Life. 
Enable me, O my God, I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, to examme 
the (tate of my own Mind, to com- 


pare 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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pare my Actions with the Rule of 
thy Laws, that nothing contrary to 
thy holy Will may ever find a fer- 


tled Abode in my Soul ; thouknow- 


eſt all that Load of Impiety and Guilt 
under which I lie, help me there- 
fore ſo impartially to judge and con- 
demn my ſelf, ſo humbly to repent 
and beg Pardon, that I may not be 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribu- 
nal: But alas! after the moſt ſtrict 
Examination we can make, who can 
number his F. who can tell 


' how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe me 


therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general I renounce 
and bewail. 

O my God, who alone canſt or- 
der the unruly Wills and Affections 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to change 
my Heart into an entire Love of 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſor- 
ry for having offended thee, who 


broken and contrite Heart I may 
grieve 


re: 


le 
th 
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art infinite Goodneſs; that with a in 
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orieve and mourn, and repent for 
all my former Sin, and may for e- 
ver forſake them, and for the future 
ſtedfaftly purpoſe to lead anew Life, 
that I may renew my . Baptitmal 
Vow, and hereafter live as a 
Votary to thy Love. 4 
O heavenly Father, ſettle in m 
Soul a lively Faith in thy Mer 
thro' Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all 
thy Love to Sinners, and an affec- 
tionate Reliance on the Merits and 
Mediation of thy crucified Son; of 
my being accepted in the Belo ved, 
for whom I will ever adore and 
praiſe the. i 
O my crucified God, thou Sove- 
reign Inflammative of Love, let the 
Remembrance of thy Death ſet all 
the Powers of my Soul on work, 
that I may deſire and pant after thee, 
that I may admire and adore thee, 
that I may take heavenly Delight 
in thy gracious Preſence, that with 
raiſe and Thankſgiving I may re- 
7 K ceive 
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pare my Actions with the Rule of 
thy Laws, that nothing contrary to 
thy holy Will may ever find a fer- 
tled Abode in my Soul ; thonknow- 
eſt all that Load of Impiety and Guil: 
under which J lic, help me there- 
fore ſo impartially to judge and con- 
demn my ſelf, lo humbly to repent 
and beg Pardon, that I may not be 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribu- 
nal: But alas! after the moſt ſtrich 
Examination we can make, who can 
number his Impieties? who can tell 
' how oft he offcndeth 2 Cleanſe me 
therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general I renounce 
and bewail. 

O my God, who alone canſt or- 
der the unruly Wills and Affections 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to change 
my Heart into an entire Love of 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſor- 
ry for having offended thee, who 
art infinite Goodneſs; that with a 


broken and contrite Heart I may | 


grieve 
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all my former Fin, and may for e- 
ver forlake them, and for the future 


ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to lead anew Life, 


that I may renew my Baptiſmal 
Vow, and hereafter live as a {worn 
Votary to thy Love. 

O heavenly Father, ſettle in my 
Soul a lively Faith in thy Mercy 
thro Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all 
thy Love to Sinners, and an affec- 
tionate Reliance on the Merits and 
Mediation of thy crucified Son; of 
my being accepted in the Beloyed, 
for whom I will ever adore and 
praiſe thee. ; 
O my crucified God, thou Sove- 
rcign Inflammative of Love, let the 
Remembrance of thy Death let all 
the Powers of my Soul on work, 
that I may deſire and pant after thee, 
that J may admire and adore thee, 
that I may take heavenly Delight 
in thy gracious Preſence, that with 
Praile and Thankſgiving I may re- 

K ceive 
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ccive thee into my Heart, and al- 
ways entertain thee with pious Diſ- 
poſitions, and devout Affections. 

I ſee, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the Me- 
morial of thy Sufterings, how thou 
didſt forgive me, and didſt love me 
when I was thy Enemy; give me 


Grace to love my Neighbour, and 
to be in Charity with all Men; to 


forgive all my Enemies, and to be 


at Peace with all the World, as! 


deſire to be loyed, and forgiven, and 
to be at Peace with thee. All that 
have any way injured me I freely 
forgive, for thy lake, O Lord; and 
if I have wronged or injured my 
Neighbour, give me Grace to beg 
his Pardon ; and, as I have Oppor- 
runity, to make him SatisfaCtion and 
Reſtitution according to my Power. 
Whenever JI ſee any of thy poor 
Members Hungry, or Naked, or 
in diſtreſs, let the Remembrance of 


thy Love in dying for me engage Ich) 


F 


I 


me to contribute all I can to their mu 


Relief 
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Relief; may they ever liberally par- 
take of what J enjoy, ſince thou 
wert ſo liberal of thy ineſtimable 
Blood for me. | 
Thus prepared, O Lord, let me 
approach thy holy Table, and ſo 
eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, and drink his Blood; that 
my ſinful Body may be made clean 
by his Body, and my Soul waſhed 
thro' his moſt precious Blood, that 


I may cyermore dwell in him, and 
he in me. Amen. 


. 

5 . * 

I 1 A Praver in our Retirement 
/ | after we are returned home 
>| fromthe Lord's Table, which 
may be added to our Evening 


Devotions. 


Acknowledge, O Lord, my God! 
with all Thankfulneſs of Hearr, 
thy great Mercy and Goodneſs com- 
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municated to me this Day, in gi- 
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ving me an Opportunity of ap- 
chi thy bly Table, and ie 
diſpoſing my Mind to commemorate 
the infinite Love of my crucified 
Saviour, to render him Thanks and 
Praiſe for laying down his Life as a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; 
and to repreſent unto thee that Sa- 
crifice, as a full Satisfaction for them; 
whereby thou doſt incline me hum- 
bly to hope for all the Benefits of 
his Death and Paſſion. 

How many, O Lord, turn a deaf 
Ear to all the preſſing Exhortations 
of thy Miniſters; and being influen- 
ced by the Cares, and Riches, and 
Pleaſures of Life, when they are in- 
vited, refuſe to come? How many 
pious and devout Souls are deprived 
of the bleſſed Advantage of this 
higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of Re- 
ligion ? and how many ſincere and 


faithful Chriſtians arc oppreſſed viel co 


Scruples, dejected with Fears, ſe 
M that 


cn 
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that they dare not venture to par- 
take of the holy Myſteries? a 
What Thanks therefore, moſt 
gracious God, can I return unto 
thy divine Majeſty, for impreſling 
a Senſe of my Puty upon my Mind. 
and for that Strength and Power 
whereby thou haſt in ſome Mea- 
ſure enabled me to perform it? 1 
will praiſe and magnifie thy great 
and glorious Name, and I will en- 
tirely devote my {elf to thy Service 
as long as I have any Being. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for - thoſe 
ſreſh Supplies of Grace I have re- 
ceived at thy Altar; grant that they 
may make me run the way of thy 
Commandments with Delight and 
Pleaſure; that I may never any 
more faint or droop, or tire in my 
Duty. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
comfortable Aſſurances thou haſt giy- 
en me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 
Let this thy compaſſionate Goodnels 
K 3 be 


Bleſſed be thy Name for that 
Relith thou haſt given me of ſpi- 
ritual Delights; that Deſire of pol- 
ſeſſing the eternal Inheritance; let 
the Enjoy ments of Senſe appear 


— . ͤ 
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be a perpetual Obligation to Loye 


and Gratitude. . Let it put me up- 
on my Guard, that I may watch 
over all my ways, and do always 


that which is well pleaſing in thy 


ſight. | 


Bleſſed be thy Name for that 
Peace and Quiet thou haſt reſtored 
to my Soul; for thoſe Reſolutions 


thou haſt wrought in me to perſe- 


vere in thy Service to the end of 


my Days; make them firm, vigo- 
rous, and conſtant, and never let 
any ſinful Paſſions any more ruffle 
and diſcompoſe my Mind. 


mean and contemptible, and let not 


the Pleaſures of the World any 
more pevail upon me to tranſgreſs 
thy holy Laws. | 


Grant, 


289 lea Pax ds  , ca _ 7. 


the ALTAR, 211 


Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
worthy of theſe thy diſtinguiſhing 
Mercies, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the Lord. Without 
thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I can do no- 
thing ; without' thee who art the 
Sun of Rightcouſnels I {hall walk in 
Darkneſs; without thee who art the 
Phyſician of Souls I ſhall languiſh 
and die; without thee who art the 
Joy of all devout Minds, I ſhall 
conſume my Days away in Sadneſs. 
Remain therefore, O Lord, and a- 
bide with me for ever; I ſhall then 
be enabled to do thy Will in this 
Life, and thereby be qualified to 
partake of thy Glories to all Eterni- 
ty in the next. Amen, Amen. 


\ 
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Since it is poſſible this little Trea- 
tife may fallinto Hands that may 
ve deſtitute of Helps for Family 
Devotion, I have added a Morn- 
mg and Evening Prayer for 
fuch Occaſions. | 


A Morx1xc-Pravrr for a Family. 


Eternal God, Creator and 
Preſerver of all Mankind, Giy- 
er of all ſpiritual Grace, the Au— 


thor of everlaſting Lite; we thine 


unworthy Scryants entirely deſire 
to praiſe thy Name for all the Ex- 
preſſions of thy Bounty towards us. 
We give thce Thanks that thou haſt 
preſerved us from many and great 
Dangers wherewith we have been 


encompaſſed, that thou haſt brought 
us fafe to the Light of this Day, 
and that thou haſt refreſhed ns 
the paſt Night with quiet Ref} 
and Sleep: But above all, blefled 


be thy Love that gave thy Son 
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to dic for our Sins, to put us 
in a Way of being happy, it we 
would obey rhee; and after all our 
wilful Refuſals of thy Grace ſtill 
haſt Patience with us, and haſt ad- 
ded this one Day more to all we 
have miſpent already, to ice if we 
will finiſh the Work thou haſt ſet 
us to do, and fit our iclyes for cter- 
nal Glory. 

Pardon, good Lord, all onr for- 
mer Sins, and all our Abulcs of thy 
Forbearance and Long: ſuffering, for 
which we are now ſorry at our 
Hcarts; give us Grace to lead more 
holy Lives, and to be more careful 
in improving all future Opportuni- 
ties: Make thy ſelf preſent to our 
Minds, and let thy love and thy 


| Fear rule in our Souls in all thoſe 
Places and Companies, where our 
| Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. 


Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, 
temperate in all our Enjoyments, 
humble in all our Opinions of our 
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lelyes, charitable in all our Speeches | 
of others, meek and peaceable un- 
der all Provocations, - ſincere and 


faithful in all our Profeſſions, and 
lo juſt and upright in all our Deal- 
ings, that no Neceſſity may force, 
nor Oportunity in any kind allure 


us to defraud or go beyond our | 


Neighbours. When thou beſtoweſt 


rejoice in it, and when thou addeſt 
any to our ſelves, let us own thy 
Mercy and humbly thank thee 
for it. 

Afford us convenient Supplies in 
all our reaſonable Neceſſities, and 


protect us againſt the Approach of 


all Dangers: Make us diligent in 


all our Affairs. and give ſuch Suc- | 
Ceſs to all our lawful Endeayours, | 
as thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us; | 


teach us contentedly to ſubmit and 
not to repine at any thing that hap- 


pens by the Allotment of thy wile | 


Providence. 


In 


EE 2 — W 1 . * 8 2 


the ALTAR 215 


In all our Paſſage through this 
World and our manitold Concerns in 
it, ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
much ſet upon it; but always fix 
our Eyes upon the bleſſed Hope, that 
as we go along we may make all 
the things of this World miniſter to 
it, and be careful above all things 
to fit our Souls for that pure and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou halt pre- 
pared for all that love and fear thee, 
in the Glorics of thy Kingdom. 

Give thy Grace, moſt merciful 
God, to all the World, and let all 
who are redeemed by the Blood of 
thy Son, acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord, and become his Wor{lhippers 
and fairhful Servants. Make all 
Chriſtians conſcientious Practiſers 


of that Holineſs they profeſs; and 
above all inſpire them with uniting 
Principles and charitable Hearts, 


that by their loving one another, 


as thou haſt loved us, all the World 
| may know they are thy Diſciples. 
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Let all Governours rule with Wil- 
dom and Juſtice, and ſubjects obe y 
With Love and Chearfulneſs. Let 
the Prieſts of the Lord be exempla- 
| ry in their Lives, and diſcreet and 
} diligent in their Labours, having a 
moſt compaſſionate Love of Souls ; 
{ and let the People be humble and 
| tractable, moſt defirous to hearken, 
; and fully bent to follow wile In- 
| ſtructions. Relicve the afflicted and 
thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them 


contentedly to depend on thee. 
Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 
Fatherleis, the Priſoners and Cap- 
tives, and all that groan under any | 
; Oppreſlion. Give Repentance, Pa- 
tience, and Reſignation to all that 
lie upon Beds of Sicknels, and eaſe 
when thou ſeeſt it convenient for 
them. Speak Peace to troubled Con- 
ſciences, by delivering them from 
their cauſeleſs Scruples, and by mak- | |] 
ing them conſtant in the Practice: | 1 
of Holineſs. Bleſs all our Friends, 
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who are eſpecially endeared to us 
by their Kindneſſes, all our Relati- 
ons according to the Fleſh, all that 
particularly pray for us, or deſire 
our Prayers. Teach us all to ask 
what thou approveſt, and then grant 
us wha-toever is asked. 

Prevent us in all our Actions, 
guard us againſt all Pangers, re- 


| lieve us in all Streights, and grant 


that we may always make thee our 
Confidence, and take all things well 
that thou ordereſt for us ; {ſhorten 
our Sorrows, and deliver us from 
all our Sins, and fit us all for that 
eternal Kingdom which thou haſt 
prepared for us, for Jeſus's Sake, in 
whole holy Name and Words we 
farther pray unto thee, | 
ur Father, &c. | 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Holy Gholt be with 


us this Day and for eycrmore. 


Zlmen. 
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An EvENING-PRAYER for a Family. 


Lmighty God, Father of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all Men : We 
acknowledge and bewail our mani- 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which 
we from time to time molt grie- 
voufly have committed by Thought, 

Word and Deed againſt thy Divine 


Mlajeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy 


Wrath and Indignation againſt us; 
we do carneſtly repent, and are 
heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdo- 
ings, and the Remembrance of them 
is grievous unto us. 
ave Mercy upon us, O Lord, 
after thy great Goodneſs, according 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies do 
away our Offences; Waſh us tho- 
roughly from our Wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe us from our Sins; create and 
make in us new and contrite Hearts, 
that we worthily lameuting our 


paſt 
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paſt Follies, and acknowledging our 
Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, perfect Re- 
miſſion and Forgiveneſs. 

Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, thatfor the time 
to come, we may think and do ſuch 
things as be rightful; that we who 
cannot do any thing that is good 
without thee, may by thee be en- 
abled to live according to thy Will ; 
that thy Grace may always ſo pre- 
vent and follow us, as to make us 
continually to be given to all good 
Works. And thou, O God, who 
knoweſt us to be ſet in the midſt 
of ſo many and great Dangers, that 
by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
ture we cannot always ſtand up- 
right; grant to us ſuch Strength 
and Protection as may ſupport us 
in all Dangers, and carry us thro” 
all Temptations. | 

Help us, O Lord, to withſtand 
the Aſſaults of the Enemics of our 

Salyation, 
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Salvation, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, and with pure Hearts 
and Minds to follow thee the only 
God. Graft in our Souls the Love 
of thy Name, increaſe in us true 
Religion, nourith us with all Good- 
neſs, and of thy great Mercy _—_ 
us in the ſame. And thou, O God, 
whoſe never failing Providence or- 


dereth all things both in Heaven 


and Earth; put from us, we be— 


ſeech thee, all hurtful Things, and 


[ry us thoſe things which are pro- 
table for us: And ſince 'tis thou 
alone canſt order the unruly Wills 


and Affections of ſinful Men, grant 
that we may love the things which 
thou commandeſt, and deſire that 


which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo 
among the ſundry and manifold 


Changes of the World, our Hearts 
may ſurely there be fix'd, where 


true Joys are to be found. Diſpoſe 
us by all the Means of Grace we 
enjoy, to attain that everlaſting Sal- 
| vation 
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vation thou haſt promiſed ; that we 
may both perceive and know thoſe 
things which we ought to do, and 
may have Grace and Power faith- 
fully to fulfil the lame. 

Teach us, O Lord, ſo to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom; and grant 
that neither the Splendour of any 
thing that is great, nor the Con- 


ceit of any thing that is good in us, 


may any Way withdraw our Eyes 


from looking upon our ſelves as ſin- 


ful Duſt and Aſhes, but that we may 


preſs forward towards the Prize of 


the high Calling that is before us, 


with Faith and Patience, with Hu— 


mility and Meckneſs, with Morti- 
fication and Selfdenial, with Cha- 
rity and conſtant Perſeverance to the 
End; that ſo when we thall depart 
this Lite we may ſleep in the Lord, 
and at the General Reſurrection in 
the laſt Day may be found accept- 
able in thy Sight, and receive that 

Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing which thy beloved Son ſhall | 1 
then conter upon all thoſe that truly | 1 
love and fear thee. 

Charge thy holy Providence, OI: 
Lord, we humbly beſeech thee, with | 1 
us this Night, and by thy great Mer- | ( 
cy defend us from all the Perils and | 1 
i Landers of it. Keep us both out- 
| wardly in our Bodies, and inwardly | : 
in our Souls, that. we may be de- | 1 
fended from all Adverſities that may | 1 
happen to the Body, and from all | 1 
evil Thoughts that may aſſault and | : 
| hurt the Soul, c 
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E!tend thy Goodneſs, O Lord. to 
the whole Race of Mankind; have 
{ Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infi- 
dels and Hereticks; take from them 
all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 
and Contempt of thy Word; and ſo 
fetch them home to thy Flock, that | t 
they may be ſaved among the Rem- | c 
nant of the true //rae/rtes. Grant | a 

© 
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unto all them that are admitted into 
the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's * 
chat 
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that they may eſchew thoſe things 
that are contrary to their Profeſſion, 
and follow all ſuch things as are 
agrecavle to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tinual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 
Church, and becauſe it cannot con- 
tinue in Safety without thy Succour, 
preſerve it evermore by thy Help 


and Goodneſs. Bleſs all our Gover- 
nours both in Church and State, that 


in their ſeveral Stations they may be 
uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory 
and the publick Good. e make 
our humble Supplications to thee 
for all our Benefactors, Friends, and 
Relations, and alſo for our very 
Enemies; let thy Fatherly Hand be 
ever over them, let thy Holy Spirit 
be ever with them, and ſo lead them 
in the Knowledge and Obedience of 
thy Word, that in the End they ma 
obtain everlaſting Life. Look wit 
an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion up- 
on all thoſe who are any ways afflict- 
cd in Mind, Body, or Eſtate; 
give 
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give them Patience under all their 


Sufferings, and in thy due Time a 
happy Iſſue out of all their Afflic- 
tions. 
And as Wwe pray unto thee, O 
God, for our ſelves and others, ſo 
we deſire to bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy Name for all thy Goodneſs and 
loving Kindneſs to us, and to all 


Men. We give thee hearty Thanks | 


tor thy Preſervation of us this Day 
paſt, and the reſt of our Lives from 


innumerable Accidents and Dangers, 


for the ' Comforts and Conveniences 
as well as the Neceſſaries of Life. 
Bur above all, we land and magnifie, 
and adore thy Goodneſs, in the Re- 
demption of the World by the Death 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, 
both God and Man; who did hum- 


ble himſelf even to the Death upon 
the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners. 
who lay in Darkneſs and in the Sha- 
dow of Death, that he might make 
us the Children of God, and cxalr 


us 
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ns to everlaſting Life. Teach us 
to expreſs out Thankfulnels by fub- 
mitting our ſelves entirely to his 
holy Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 
dying to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſnels all the Days of 
our Lite. Accept, O Lord, of theſe 
| our Prayers and Prailes, in and tho- 
| | rough the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 

. | our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
G 


who has taught us, when we pray, 
\ | to fay, 


Our Father, &c. 
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